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RV Manuals 1987 Class: A Deep Dive into
Vintage Recreational Vehicle Maintenance
Owning a vintage recreational vehicle, especially one from the 1987 class, is a rewarding
experience. However, maintaining and repairing such a vehicle requires more than just general
mechanical knowledge. Accessing and understanding your 1987 RV manual is crucial for
ensuring your adventures are smooth and safe. This article delves into the world of 1987 RV
manuals, exploring their importance, usage, challenges, and providing valuable insights into
finding and utilizing these essential guides. We'll also touch upon related topics such as
vintage RV repair manuals, 1987 RV parts manuals, and finding replacement manuals.

The Importance of 1987 RV Manuals
Your 1987 RV manual, often referred to as an owner's manual or service manual, is your bible
for everything related to your recreational vehicle. It acts as the primary source of information
for understanding the specific features, systems, and maintenance schedules of your particular
model. Why is this so critical, especially for a vehicle from 1987?

Understanding System Functionality: These manuals provide detailed explanations of
your RV's systems – plumbing, electrical, propane, and chassis – outlining how they work
and how to troubleshoot potential issues. Without this information, even minor repairs
could become major headaches.
Preventive Maintenance: Regular maintenance is key to extending the life of any
vehicle, and your 1987 RV is no exception. The manual details recommended
maintenance schedules, helping you prevent costly repairs down the line. This is
particularly important for older RVs, as parts may be harder to find or more expensive to
replace.
Troubleshooting and Repair: When problems arise, the manual is your first line of
defense. It offers detailed diagrams, troubleshooting guides, and step-by-step instructions
to help you diagnose and fix problems yourself, saving you potentially substantial repair
costs.
Safety Information: Many essential safety procedures and precautions are outlined in
the manual, such as proper propane handling, electrical safety, and winterization
procedures. Understanding these is vital for safe RV operation.
Part Identification: The manual often includes diagrams and part lists, making it easier
to identify parts that need replacement. This is invaluable when ordering parts, especially
for older models where locating specific parts can be challenging. Knowing the specific
part numbers from your 1987 RV parts manual significantly streamlines the ordering
process.
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Finding and Using Your 1987 RV Manual
Unfortunately, finding a vintage RV repair manual for a 1987 model can be challenging. The
original manual may have been lost over the years, or it might be in poor condition. Here are
some strategies for locating your manual:

Online Marketplaces: Websites like eBay, Craigslist, and specialized RV forums often
have listings for vintage RV manuals. Be prepared to pay a premium for a well-preserved
manual.
RV Dealerships and Manufacturers: Contacting RV dealerships or contacting the
manufacturer (if still in business) is worth a shot. They may have access to archived
manuals or know where to find them.
RV Clubs and Forums: Joining online RV communities can be incredibly helpful. Other
owners of similar 1987 models might have scanned copies of their manuals or know
where to find one. This is a great resource for finding information on vintage RV repair
manuals in general.
Libraries and Archives: Some libraries and archives may have collections of vintage RV
manuals.

Once you've obtained your manual, take the time to familiarize yourself with its contents. Make
notes, highlight important sections, and consider creating a digital copy for easy access.

Challenges of Maintaining a 1987 Class RV
Maintaining a 1987 RV presents unique challenges compared to newer models.

Part Availability: Finding replacement parts can be difficult and expensive. Many parts
may be obsolete, requiring creative solutions, such as sourcing used parts or modifying
existing components.
Technological Differences: The technology in 1987 RVs is significantly different from
modern RVs. Understanding these older systems requires a deeper level of mechanical
knowledge and troubleshooting skills.
Manual Condition: Finding a complete and well-preserved manual can be challenging,
as age and wear can significantly affect their condition. Dealing with faded print or
missing pages is a common problem.

Overcoming the Challenges: Resources and Strategies
Despite the challenges, maintaining a 1987 RV is achievable.

Online Communities: Engaging with online RV communities provides access to a wealth
of knowledge and experience from fellow vintage RV owners. They are a valuable
resource for troubleshooting tips, part sourcing strategies, and repair advice.
Specialized Mechanics: While finding a mechanic familiar with 1987 RVs might be
difficult, many experienced mechanics can adapt their skills to work on older vehicles.
DIY Repair and Upgrading: Learning basic RV repair skills and upgrading certain
systems (with appropriate safety precautions) can save significant costs and extend the
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life of your RV.

Conclusion
Maintaining a 1987 class RV requires dedication, resourcefulness, and a healthy dose of
patience. However, the rewards of owning and enjoying a vintage RV are immense. The 1987
RV manual is your invaluable guide, acting as the key to understanding, maintaining, and
repairing your recreational vehicle. By actively seeking out your manual, utilizing online
resources, and embracing the DIY approach, you can ensure many years of safe and enjoyable
adventures.

FAQ
Q1: Where can I find a digital copy of my 1987 RV manual if I can't locate the
original?

A1: Unfortunately, finding a readily available digital copy of a specific 1987 RV manual is
unlikely. While some manuals might be available on online forums or RV enthusiast websites,
they are typically specific to certain models. Your best bet is scouring online marketplaces and
forums, contacting the manufacturer directly (if possible), or reaching out to RV clubs
specializing in vintage vehicles. Consider scanning a physical copy yourself if you find one, but
be mindful of copyright restrictions.

Q2: My manual is damaged. What should I do?

A2: Damaged manuals are unfortunately common with vintage RVs. Try to carefully repair any
tears or loose pages. If sections are missing, consult online resources, forums, or other owners
of the same RV model to find replacement information. Consider scanning the legible parts for
easy digital access.

Q3: My 1987 RV manual is missing. Can I still maintain my RV?

A3: Yes, but it will be more challenging. You can still find information online through RV forums
and websites, but it will require more research and potentially more trial and error. This is why
having a manual is so beneficial.

Q4: Are there any general RV maintenance guides that can supplement my 1987-
specific manual?

A4: Yes, many general RV maintenance guides and online resources offer helpful tips and
information applicable across different RV models and years. However, these should be used to
supplement, not replace, the information in your specific manual, as systems and components
can vary significantly.

Q5: What are the most common problems with 1987 class RVs?

A5: Common issues in 1987 RVs often revolve around aging plumbing systems (leaks,
corrosion), electrical systems (wiring issues, faulty appliances), and propane systems (leaks,
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regulator problems). Additionally, chassis components and seals may require attention due to
age and wear.

Q6: Can I use a manual from a similar year or model RV?

A6: While you might find some similarities, directly using a manual from a different model or
even year is not recommended. Systems, components, and specifications can vary greatly even
among similar models from the same manufacturer, leading to potentially dangerous errors.

Q7: Is it worthwhile to restore a 1987 RV?

A7: The decision of whether to restore a 1987 RV depends on several factors, including your
budget, mechanical skills, and the overall condition of the RV. If you possess the necessary
skills and are prepared for a significant investment of time and money, restoring a vintage RV
can be a rewarding endeavor.

Q8: Where can I find parts for my 1987 RV?

A8: Finding parts for a 1987 RV can be challenging. You may need to search online
marketplaces like eBay, contact RV salvage yards, or consult with specialized RV parts
suppliers. Sometimes, you may need to adapt or modify parts from newer models.

Decoding the Mysteries: A Deep Dive into RV Manuals
from the 1987 Class
The era of 1987 signifies a noteworthy point in recreational vehicle chronicles. While modern
RVs flaunt advanced technology and streamlined designs, their forerunners from this time
period offer a unique view into the evolution of this popular form of recreation. Understanding
their related manuals is key to appreciating both their allure and their peculiarities. This essay
will explore the world of 1987 class RV manuals, uncovering their content and significance.

The mere amount of information contained within a typical 1987 RV manual is astonishing.
Unlike the commonly concise, digitally displayed manuals of today, those from this era were
usually hefty tomes, printed on heavy paper. They described not only the operation of various
systems – sanitation, power, and propane – but also included detailed illustrations, component
views, and troubleshooting directions. This level of thoroughness is seldom found in modern
counterparts.

One of the most noticeable differences lies in the engineering terminology used. While
contemporary manuals often simplify explanations for a broader audience, 1987 manuals
frequently presumed a higher level of mechanical knowledge. This often results in complex
paragraphs and several technical expressions that may require considerable translation.
However, this identical characteristic offers a valuable chance to learn about the internal
workings of these vehicles in a manner that's less generalized.

Another key element of these manuals is their emphasis on preventive maintenance. Regular
examination and servicing were stressed as crucial for guaranteeing the longevity and safe use
of the RV. The manuals offered detailed guidance on performing these tasks, often with step-by-
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step diagrams. This emphasis on proactive care is a teaching that remains relevant today.

Beyond the technical data, these manuals also offer a fascinating glimpse into the social setting
of RVing in 1987. The advertisements often included within the manuals reflect the styles and
beliefs of the era. They present a precious aid for those interested in the evolution of RV
lifestyle.

In closing, 1987 class RV manuals are more than just guidance books; they are era records that
uncover the mechanics, culture, and approaches to maintenance of RVs from a particular point
in history. Their comprehensive information and technical terminology provide useful
understanding for both newcomers and professionals alike. Understanding their information
allows us to appreciate the journey of RV design and its progression over the centuries.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. Q: Where can I find 1987 RV manuals?

A: Internet marketplaces like eBay and specialized RV forums are good places to start your
search. RV stores may also possess archives or be able to guide you in the right way.

2. Q: Are these manuals still relevant today?

A: While some particular data may be outdated, the basic concepts of RV mechanics remain
consistent. They offer useful insight into the workings of older RVs.

3. Q: What should I look for when buying a used RV with a 1987 manual?

A: Check for full manuals, readable images, and evidence of previous upkeep. A thoroughly-
maintained RV with a full manual is a better purchase.

4. Q: Can I use these manuals to repair my RV myself?

A: While the manuals provide extensive instructions, specific repairs may require professional
tools or knowledge. Always prioritize protection and assess seeking expert help if needed.
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