
Making Cushion
Covers

Unleash Your Inner
Designer: A

Comprehensive Guide
to Making Cushion

Covers
Transforming plain cushions into stylish home
décor accents is easier than you think! Making
cushion covers is a rewarding DIY project that

allows you to personalize your space, experiment
with different fabrics, and even upcycle old

materials. This comprehensive guide will walk you
through the process, covering everything from
choosing the right fabric and measuring your
cushions to sewing techniques and finishing

touches. We'll explore different sewing methods,
including techniques for beginners and more
advanced sewers, making this a project for
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everyone.

Choosing Your Fabrics and
Materials: The Foundation of

Your Cushion Covers
The fabric you select is paramount in determining

the final look and feel of your cushion covers.
Consider the overall style of your room and the

existing décor when making your selection. Here's
a breakdown of popular fabric choices and their

considerations:

Cotton: A classic, breathable, and easy-to-
sew fabric. Perfect for everyday use and
comes in countless patterns and colors.

Ideal for beginner cushion cover makers.
Linen: Offers a luxurious, slightly textured
feel. More durable than cotton but can be a
bit more challenging for beginners to sew

due to its tendency to fray.
Velvet: Adds a touch of opulence and

softness. Can be tricky to sew, especially for
beginners, requiring a sharper needle and
potentially a walking foot on your sewing

machine.
Silk: A beautiful, high-end option, but

requires specialized sewing techniques and
care. Not recommended for beginners.
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Faux Fur: Adds a cozy and playful element.
Easy to sew, making it a great option for

those new to cushion cover making.

Beyond Fabric: You'll also need the following:

Measuring Tape: Crucial for accurate
measurements.

Scissors: Sharp fabric scissors are essential
for clean cuts.

Sewing Machine (or needles and
thread): Choose a machine suitable for

your chosen fabric. Hand-sewing is possible
but more time-consuming.

Pins: To hold fabric pieces together
securely before sewing.

Iron and Ironing Board: To press seams
and create a professional finish.

Zipper or Buttons (optional): For
creating a closure on your cushion cover.

Measuring and Cutting:
Precision is Key for Perfect

Cushion Covers
Accurate measurements are the key to perfectly

fitting cushion covers. Here’s a step-by-step
guide:
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1. Measure your cushion: Carefully measure the
length and width of your cushion. Add an extra
1-2 inches to each measurement to account for

seams. This extra allowance is critical, especially
when working with fabrics prone to fraying.

2. Cut your fabric: Using your measurements,
cut two identical pieces of fabric. Ensure your
cuts are straight and precise; otherwise, your
finished cushion cover may look uneven. For

beginners, using a rotary cutter and self-healing
mat can greatly improve accuracy.

3. Marking Seam Allowances: Before cutting,
use a fabric marker or tailor’s chalk to mark your

seam allowances directly onto the fabric. This
helps prevent mistakes during the sewing

process.

Sewing Techniques for
Cushion Covers: From

Beginner to Pro
This section explores various sewing techniques

for creating your cushion covers, catering to
different skill levels.

Beginner-Friendly Method (Envelope
Closure): This method is simple and requires no
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zippers or buttons. Simply sew three sides of the
fabric pieces together, leaving one side open to
insert the cushion. Then, fold over and sew the

open edge closed.

Intermediate Method (Invisible Zipper): This
method yields a professional finish, requiring the

insertion of an invisible zipper. While slightly
more challenging, it results in a clean, seamless

look. Online tutorials are readily available to
guide you through this technique.

Advanced Method (Zipper and Piping): This
technique involves adding decorative piping along
the edges for a sophisticated touch. This requires
more advanced sewing skills, but the result is a

truly stunning and custom cushion cover.

Finishing Touches and Care
Instructions: Adding the

Perfect Polish
Once your cushion cover is sewn, press the seams
flat for a neat finish. Consider adding decorative

elements such as buttons, embroidery, or appliqué
for a personalized touch. Always follow the care
instructions for your chosen fabric, usually found

on the fabric selvage (the finished edge of the
fabric). Hand washing or delicate machine
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washing is often recommended for many fabrics
to preserve the look and feel of your custom-made

cushion cover.

Frequently Asked Questions
(FAQs)

Q1: What type of sewing machine is best for
making cushion covers?

A1: A basic sewing machine is sufficient for most
fabrics. However, if you're working with heavier

fabrics like velvet or faux fur, a machine with
more power and potentially a walking foot is
recommended. A walking foot helps to feed
multiple layers of fabric evenly through the

machine, preventing slippage.

Q2: Can I make cushion covers without a
sewing machine?

A2: Yes! Hand-sewing is perfectly possible,
although it is more time-consuming. You'll need a
sturdy needle and strong thread suitable for your

chosen fabric. The envelope closure method is
particularly well-suited to hand-sewing.

Q3: How do I choose the right zipper for my
cushion cover?
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A3: The zipper length should be slightly shorter
than the longest side of your cushion cover.

Invisible zippers provide a clean finish, while
standard zippers are readily available and easier

to install for beginners. Consider the zipper's
color and material to ensure it complements your

fabric choice.

Q4: How can I prevent my fabric from
fraying?

A4: Pre-washing your fabric helps reduce fraying.
Using a serger or zigzag stitch along the seam

allowances helps prevent unraveling. For delicate
fabrics, applying a fabric sealant or using pinking

shears can also be effective.

Q5: What's the best way to clean my finished
cushion covers?

A5: Always check the care instructions on your
fabric label. Many fabrics benefit from spot
cleaning or hand washing. Machine washing
should only be done if the fabric is machine-

washable and using a delicate cycle. Air drying is
usually recommended to prevent shrinkage and

maintain the shape of the cover.

Q6: Can I upcycle old clothes to make
cushion covers?
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A6: Absolutely! Upcycling old clothes is a great
way to create unique and sustainable cushion

covers. Use sturdy fabrics like jeans or heavier
cotton. Consider combining different fabrics for a

patchwork effect.

Q7: Where can I find patterns for cushion
covers?

A7: Numerous online resources offer free and
paid cushion cover patterns. Websites such as

Etsy, Pinterest, and even blog posts by
experienced sewists provide a wealth of

inspiration and detailed instructions. You can also
create your own pattern using simple

measurements.

Q8: What are the benefits of making your
own cushion covers?

A8: Making your own cushion covers offers
numerous advantages, including the ability to
personalize your home décor, utilize unique

fabrics, save money compared to store-bought
options, and the satisfaction of creating

something beautiful with your own hands.

In conclusion, making cushion covers is a fun,
creative, and rewarding project suitable for all

skill levels. With the right tools, techniques, and a
little patience, you can transform plain cushions
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into personalized masterpieces that reflect your
style and add a personal touch to your living
space. So, gather your materials, choose your

fabric, and let your creativity flow!

From Flat Fabric to Fluffy
Friend: A Comprehensive
Guide to Making Cushion

Covers
Cushions bolsters are more than just comfy

additions to your home ; they're versatile design
elements that can revamp the entire look of a

room. And while buying pre-made cushion covers
is simple, crafting your own offers a deeply

satisfying experience, allowing for unparalleled
customization. This manual will lead you through

the entire process, from choosing the perfect
fabric to stitching the final seam.

Part 1: Preparation – The Foundation of a
Great Cushion Cover

Before you even contemplate picking up a needle,
careful preparation is key. This phase involves

three crucial steps:

1. Fabric Selection: The material of your fabric
drastically affects the final appearance and
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durability of your cushion cover. Think about
factors like:

Material: Linen each offer unique
attributes. Cotton is versatile , linen is

durable , and velvet adds a opulent touch.
Synthetic fabrics like polyester offer low-

price and easy care .
Pattern and Colour: Match your fabric
choices with your existing decor . Bold
patterns can make a declaration , while

subtle patterns provide a peaceful effect.
Weight and Drape: Heavier fabrics like

jacquard are ideal for structured cushions,
while lighter fabrics like voile create a more

casual look. Visualize how the fabric will
drape and choose accordingly.

2. Measurements and Cutting: Accurate
dimensions are essential for a flawlessly fitting

cushion cover. Assess your cushion's width
carefully, adding extra seam allowance (typically
½ inch to 1 inch) on each side. Use sharp shears
to cut your fabric, ensuring straight lines for a
professional finish. A rotary cutter and cutting

mat can greatly improve accuracy .

3. Gathering Supplies: Besides your chosen
fabric, you'll need:

Sewing machine: A sewing machine will



Making Cushion Covers

Making Cushion Covers
11

make the process much faster and easier,
but it's possible to sew by hand.

Needles and thread: Choose needles
appropriate for your fabric type and thread

that matches your fabric colour.
Measuring tape: Essential for accurate

dimensions .
Pins: For holding fabric pieces securely

during sewing.
Scissors or rotary cutter: For precise

cutting.
Iron and ironing board: To flatten seams

for a clean finish.
Zipper (optional): For an easier way to

insert the cushion.

Part 2: Construction – Bringing Your Cushion
Cover to Life

Now for the enjoyable part! The specific steps will
vary slightly based on your chosen design and the

presence of a zipper, but the general principles
remain the same:

1. Cutting and Preparing Fabric Pieces: Cut
your fabric pieces according to your

measurements, adding seam allowance. If using a
zipper, cut an opening large enough to

accommodate it.

2. Sewing the Sides: With right sides facing , pin
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the two longer sides of your fabric securely. Sew
along the pinned edges, using a seam allowance

of your choice. Repeat for the shorter sides,
leaving an opening for turning the cover right side

out.

3. Turning and Pressing: Carefully invert the
cover right side out through the opening you left.

Use a blunt object, like a knitting needle or
chopstick, to prod out the corners sharply. Press

the seams flat using an iron.

4. Finishing the Opening: There are several
ways to close the opening. Hand-stitching is an

option , or you can use a sewing machine to sew a
neat seam. If using a zipper, follow the guidelines
provided with your zipper to correctly insert and

sew it into the opening.

5. Finishing Touches: Give your cushion cover a
final press to ensure all seams are sharp .

Part 3: Beyond the Basics – Adding Flair and
Function

Once you've mastered the basics, explore
different techniques to elevate your cushion

covers:

Embroidery: Add custom designs with
embroidery.
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Appliqué: Apply decorative fabric pieces to
create intricate patterns.

Piping: Sew bias tape along the edges for a
professional finish.

Different closures: Experiment with hooks
and eyes instead of a zipper.

Conclusion:

Making cushion covers is a fulfilling endeavor that
combines artistry with practical application. From
selecting fabrics to sewing the final stitch, each
step allows for personalization . Start with the

basics, gradually expanding your skills and
techniques to create unique cushion covers that

reflect your taste.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Q1: What type of sewing machine is best for
making cushion covers?

A1: Any basic sewing machine will suffice. A
machine with adjustable stitch length and width

will offer more control and versatility.

Q2: How do I prevent the fabric from fraying?

A2: Use pinking shears to cut the fabric or finish
the edges with a zig-zag stitch on your sewing

machine before constructing the cover.
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Q3: Can I make cushion covers without a
sewing machine?

A3: Yes, you can hand-sew cushion covers, but it
will be a more time-consuming process.

Q4: What is the best way to clean my
handmade cushion covers?

A4: Always check the fabric care instructions
before cleaning. Most cotton and linen covers can

be machine washed, while others may require
hand washing or dry cleaning.

Q5: Where can I find inspiration for cushion
cover designs?

A5: Explore online resources like Pinterest,
Instagram, and design blogs for countless ideas

and tutorials. Browse fabric stores for inspiration
and consider existing home decor for coordinating

patterns and colors.
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