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Mastering SharePoint: A Deep Dive into "Pro
SharePoint Designer 2010" by Wright, Petersen, and
David

SharePoint Designer 2010, a powerful tool for customizing and extending SharePoint functionality, was thoroughly
documented in the 2011 paperback, "Pro SharePoint Designer 2010" by Steve Wright, David Petersen, and other
contributors. This comprehensive guide provided a crucial resource for developers and administrators looking to harness the
full potential of this platform. This article will explore the book's content, its lasting impact, and the enduring relevance of its
core teachings in the context of modern SharePoint development. We'll delve into key aspects like workflow design, list
customization, and the overall application of SharePoint Designer 2010, examining its strengths and weaknesses in light of
current technological advancements. This review also considers alternative resources for those seeking similar expertise
today.

Understanding the Book's Scope: SharePoint Designer 2010 Tutorials and
Beyond

"Pro SharePoint Designer 2010" wasn't just a manual; it was a practical guide offering step-by-step instructions and insightful
explanations. The authors, recognized experts in their field, catered to a range of skill levels, making complex concepts
accessible to both beginners and experienced SharePoint users. The book tackled crucial aspects of SharePoint Designer
2010, including:

» Workflow Creation and Automation: A significant portion of the book detailed the creation of sophisticated
workflows, a core feature of SharePoint. Readers learned to automate business processes, improve efficiency, and
reduce manual intervention using SharePoint Designer's workflow tools. This included building both simple approval
workflows and more complex, conditional workflows involving multiple stages and actors. The book expertly covered
the differences between SharePoint Designer workflows and those built using Visual Studio, providing context for
choosing the right tool for the job.

e Customizing SharePoint Lists and Libraries: This section explored the many ways to extend and enhance the
functionality of standard SharePoint lists and libraries. Users learned to add custom columns, modify views, and create
custom forms, all critical for tailoring SharePoint to specific organizational needs. The book provided clear examples
demonstrating how to integrate external data sources and create custom list validation rules.

e Building Custom SharePoint Forms: SharePoint Designer 2010 allows for the creation of visually appealing and
functional forms directly within the SharePoint environment. The book meticulously guided users through the process
of creating both InfoPath-based and custom ASP.NET-based forms, offering valuable insights into each approach and its
implications. This section was crucial for understanding how to provide end-users with an optimized data input
experience.

e Mastering SharePoint Designer's XML Editing Capabilities: Understanding XML was key to customizing
SharePoint using SharePoint Designer 2010. The book provided a detailed overview of the underlying XML structure of
SharePoint, empowering users to make more advanced customizations directly through XML editing. This facilitated
deeper understanding and more precise control over the platform.

e Working with SharePoint Master Pages and Content Editor Web Parts: This section provided practical
instruction on customizing the look and feel of a SharePoint site. It included techniques for modifying master pages to
create a unique brand experience and leveraging content editor web parts to dynamically populate content on a page.
This is essential for visual branding and site consistency.

The Benefits of "Pro SharePoint Designer 2010" and its Enduring Value

The book's strength lay in its practical approach, making complex concepts approachable through clear explanations and
real-world examples. Its step-by-step tutorials empowered readers to immediately apply what they learned, fostering a
hands-on learning experience. Even though SharePoint has evolved considerably since 2010, the fundamental concepts
covered in the book remain relevant. Understanding workflow principles, list customization techniques, and the basics of
SharePoint architecture continues to be vital for SharePoint professionals, regardless of the specific version they are working
with. The book’s legacy lies in its foundational knowledge which helps users transition to newer versions and technologies.

Limitations and Alternatives to the Book

While "Pro SharePoint Designer 2010" was a comprehensive resource for its time, it is naturally limited by its age. SharePoint
has undergone significant changes since 2010, introducing new features and capabilities, particularly with the rise of
SharePoint Online and the Microsoft Power Platform. Features like Microsoft Flow (now Power Automate) and Power Apps
largely supplant some of the functionality previously handled through SharePoint Designer workflows and custom forms.
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For those seeking similar knowledge today, exploring Microsoft's official documentation, online courses (such as those
offered by Microsoft Learn), and community forums represents a powerful alternative to this aged book. These resources
offer up-to-date information and best practices relevant to current SharePoint versions.

Practical Applications and Implementation Strategies

The skills gained from studying "Pro SharePoint Designer 2010," despite its age, provide a solid foundation for understanding
modern SharePoint development. The principles of workflow automation, list customization, and understanding SharePoint's
underlying structure are timeless. Even if the specific tools have changed, the conceptual understanding remains vital. For
instance, skills in workflow design acquired from the book translate directly to designing flows in Power Automate. Similarly,
the knowledge of list customization facilitates efficient use of SharePoint list features in modern versions.

Conclusion: A Valuable Legacy in a Changing Landscape

"Pro SharePoint Designer 2010" by Wright, Petersen, and David served as a crucial resource for mastering SharePoint
Designer 2010. While the technology has advanced significantly, the book's fundamental teachings remain relevant. The
book provided a practical and comprehensive guide, equipping users with skills applicable even in modern SharePoint
environments. While newer resources are now necessary to stay current, the foundational knowledge acquired from this book
provided a strong platform for understanding and navigating the complexities of SharePoint development.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

Q1: Is "Pro SharePoint Designer 2010" still relevant in 2024?

Al: While the specific software version is outdated, the core concepts—workflow design, list customization, and
understanding SharePoint architecture—remain highly relevant. Many principles translate directly to modern SharePoint
versions and tools like Power Automate and Power Apps. It's a good starting point for foundational knowledge but should be
supplemented with current resources.

Q2: What are the key differences between SharePoint Designer 2010 workflows and modern Power Automate
flows?

A2: SharePoint Designer 2010 workflows were largely on-premises and more tightly integrated with the SharePoint server.
Power Automate offers a cloud-based, more versatile solution with wider integration options and a more user-friendly
interface. However, the core principles of workflow design—defining steps, branching logic, and handling data—remain the
same.

Q3: Can | still use SharePoint Designer 2010 today?

A3: You can technically still install and use SharePoint Designer 2010, but Microsoft no longer supports it with security
updates or bug fixes. Using outdated software poses security risks. It's strongly recommended to utilize current SharePoint
tools and services instead.

Q4: What are some good alternative resources for learning modern SharePoint development?

A4: Microsoft Learn provides excellent free courses. Numerous online training platforms offer SharePoint-specific courses.
Active SharePoint community forums and blogs are also valuable resources for finding solutions and best practices.

Q5: How does the book handle complex SharePoint customization scenarios?

A5: The book provides a solid base for tackling complex customizations, but it's important to remember that the most
complex scenarios often require a deeper understanding of SharePoint’s architecture and potentially coding skills beyond
what the book explicitly teaches.

Q6: What level of technical expertise is required to benefit from this book?

A6: The book caters to a range of skill levels, from beginners to more experienced users. While it doesn't require prior coding
experience for all sections, a basic understanding of computers and software is helpful. The more advanced chapters may
require more technical proficiency.

Q7: Does the book cover SharePoint security considerations?

A7: While it doesn't focus solely on security, the book does address security best practices in relation to workflow design and
custom form creation, emphasizing the importance of proper access control and data validation.

Q8: Are there any specific examples in the book that stand out as particularly helpful?

A8: The examples focusing on custom list creation, workflow automation using the SharePoint Designer interface, and the
creation of reusable workflow components are often cited as highly practical and valuable. The step-by-step nature of these
examples made them particularly useful for readers new to SharePoint development.
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Delving into the Depths of SharePoint Designer 2010: A Comprehensive
Look at Wright & Petersen's Guide

The period 2011 experienced the publication of a essential guide for anyone intending to master Microsoft SharePoint
Designer 2010: "Pro SharePoint Designer 2010" by Steve Wright and David Petersen. This detailed paperback acts as more
than just a guide; it's a key to harnessing the power of this flexible tool. This article will examine the publication's contents,
its strengths, and its continuing importance in today's technological world.

The publication commences with a strong framework in SharePoint Designer 2010's fundamentals. It doesn't presume prior
expertise, making it understandable to newcomers while still providing ample depth to stimulate experienced practitioners.
The authors effectively guide the reader through the process of creating diverse sorts of programs, from simple procedures
to more advanced adjustments.

One of the book's primary assets lies in its applied method. Instead of simply presenting abstract concepts, Wright and
Petersen give numerous real-world illustrations and thorough instructions. This renders the learning experience significantly
more straightforward and more productive. The authors' unambiguous writing further enhances the reader's ability to grasp
the content.

The book addresses a wide range of subjects, covering processes, lists, forms, and content control. It in addition explores the
integration of SharePoint Designer 2010 with other MS products, enhancing its overall usefulness. The thoroughness of
discussion is remarkable, enabling practitioners to develop complex applications to solve a variety of corporate demands.

While the book focuses on SharePoint Designer 2010, many of its principles and methods persist relevant even today. The
core ideas of process automation, information management, and adaptation are everlasting and pertinent across diverse
versions of SharePoint and other systems.

In closing, "Pro SharePoint Designer 2010" by Steve Wright and David Petersen provides a comprehensive and
understandable manual to conquering SharePoint Designer 2010. Its hands-on technique, clear style, and detailed coverage
make it a important resource for both novices and experienced users. Even though technology has progressed, the book's
core concepts persist to hold value for anyone working within the SharePoint system.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):
Q1: Is this book suitable for complete beginners?

Al: Yes, the book is written for a wide audience, including beginners with little to no prior experience with SharePoint
Designer 2010. The authors take a step-by-step approach, making the learning process manageable and effective.

Q2: Does the book cover security considerations?

A2: While not the primary focus, the book addresses security implications relevant to the customizations and workflows built
using SharePoint Designer 2010, prompting readers to consider best practices for secure design and development.

Q3: Is the information in this book still relevant given newer versions of SharePoint?

A3: While the book specifically targets SharePoint Designer 2010, many of the fundamental concepts and techniques
discussed remain relevant in modern SharePoint versions. Understanding these core principles provides a strong base for
working with newer iterations.

Q4: Where can | find a copy of this book?

A4: Used copies of "Pro SharePoint Designer 2010" can often be found through online marketplaces such as Amazon or eBay.
Libraries may also have copies available.
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