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In a world increasingly interconnected yet fraught with
geopolitical tensions, Peter Navarro’s “Death by China:
Confronting the Dragon – A Global Call to Action” serves as a
stark warning and a provocative proposal. This paperback,
originally published in 2011 and later updated, isn't just a dry
recitation of economic data; it's a passionate argument about
the strategic and economic threats posed by China's rise and a
blueprint for countering them. This in-depth analysis will explore
the book's key arguments, its impact, its criticisms, and its
enduring relevance in today's complex global landscape. We will
also delve into China's economic policies, US-China trade
relations, global manufacturing, and national security
concerns, all crucial elements interwoven throughout Navarro's
compelling narrative.

A Synopsis and Key Arguments
Navarro’s book paints a picture of a China meticulously
employing unfair trade practices, intellectual property theft, and
currency manipulation to gain an unfair economic advantage on
the global stage. He argues that this strategy, if left unchecked,
will lead to the decline of American manufacturing, job losses,
and ultimately, a diminished global standing for the United
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States. The core argument centers on the assertion that China's
economic growth is not simply a matter of market competition
but a deliberate and coordinated campaign to achieve global
dominance.

The book meticulously details various instances of Chinese
trade violations, analyzing specific industries and presenting
compelling statistical evidence. Navarro uses straightforward
language, avoiding complex economic jargon, making his
arguments accessible to a broad audience. This accessibility is
one of the book's strengths, allowing for widespread
dissemination of his central thesis: the need for a robust and
proactive response from the West to counter China’s assertive
economic policies. He advocates for a range of solutions,
including strengthening trade enforcement, investing in
domestic manufacturing, and forging stronger alliances with
other nations to counter China's influence.

Strengths and Criticisms of Navarro's
Thesis
“Death by China” has been lauded for its compelling narrative
and its timely warning about the potential dangers of
unchecked Chinese economic expansion. Its detailed analysis of
specific industries and the inclusion of numerous real-world
examples provides a concrete foundation for its arguments.
Many commentators have praised the book's clarity and its
ability to bring complex economic issues to a wider audience.
The book successfully highlighted the vulnerabilities of relying
heavily on Chinese manufacturing and the need for greater
diversification of global supply chains – a lesson underscored by
recent global events.

However, the book has also drawn significant criticism. Some
economists argue that Navarro’s analysis oversimplifies the
complexities of the global economy and that he underestimates
the benefits of trade with China. Critics also point to potential
protectionist biases within the book's recommendations and
question the practicality and potential negative consequences
of some of the proposed solutions. The accusations of
protectionism are a key counterpoint to Navarro’s claims of
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defending American interests; some critics argue that his
proposed solutions could harm global economic growth and
international cooperation. Furthermore, the book's tone, while
effective in galvanizing support, has been criticized for its
aggressive and sometimes inflammatory rhetoric.

The Enduring Relevance of "Death by
China"
Despite the criticisms, the central themes explored in "Death by
China" remain strikingly relevant in the current geopolitical
climate. The ongoing trade war between the US and China,
concerns about intellectual property theft, and the growing
debate about the future of globalization all resonate directly
with the book's central arguments. The book's focus on
national security concerns regarding technological
dependence on China has taken on even greater urgency in
recent years, particularly concerning supply chains for critical
technologies. The increased scrutiny of Chinese influence in
various sectors, including telecommunications and artificial
intelligence, mirrors the warnings raised in Navarro's work.

The book's impact can be seen in the shift toward greater
scrutiny of China's trade practices and a renewed emphasis on
strengthening domestic manufacturing capabilities in several
countries. While the specific policy prescriptions in the book
may not be universally accepted, its contribution to fostering a
broader awareness of the challenges posed by China's
economic rise is undeniable.

Conclusion: A Call for Continued
Vigilance
"Death by China: Confronting the Dragon – A Global Call to
Action" is more than just a book; it's a call to action. While its
arguments have sparked considerable debate, the book’s
enduring value lies in its timely warning about the potential
consequences of unchecked economic expansion by China. It
compels readers to engage in a critical examination of US-China
relations and to consider the long-term strategic implications of
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global economic interdependence. The book’s success lies not
in its predictive accuracy but in its ability to stimulate crucial
conversations regarding economic security, national
sovereignty, and the future of the global order. The complexities
of the relationship between the US and China demand ongoing
vigilance and a thoughtful approach to policymaking, an
imperative underscored by the book's enduring relevance.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)
Q1: Is "Death by China" a purely anti-China book?

A1: While the book is critical of China's economic practices, it's
not simply anti-China. Navarro argues that China's actions pose
significant challenges to the global economic order and US
national interests. His focus is on specific policy issues and
trade practices, rather than a blanket condemnation of the
entire nation.

Q2: What specific solutions does the book propose?

A2: Navarro proposes a range of solutions, including
strengthening trade enforcement against unfair Chinese
practices, investing in domestic manufacturing to reduce
reliance on Chinese goods, reforming currency exchange rate
policies, strengthening international alliances to counter China’s
influence, and promoting fair competition in global trade.

Q3: How has the book been received by academics and
economists?

A3: The book has received a mixed reception. Some economists
praise its clarity and its ability to raise awareness of critical
issues, while others criticize its simplification of complex
economic issues, its potential protectionist biases, and its
sometimes inflammatory rhetoric.

Q4: Is the book still relevant today, given the changes in
the global economy since its publication?

A4: Yes, the book's core arguments about the potential dangers
of unchecked Chinese economic expansion remain highly
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relevant. The ongoing trade tensions between the US and China,
concerns about intellectual property theft, and the growing
debate about the future of globalization underscore the
enduring importance of the issues raised in the book.

Q5: What is the book's writing style like?

A5: Navarro employs a straightforward and accessible writing
style. While passionate and sometimes forceful in his delivery,
he generally avoids overly technical economic jargon, making
the book readable for a broad audience.

Q6: What are the major criticisms leveled against the
book's methodology?

A6: Critics argue that the book selectively uses data to support
its pre-determined conclusions, oversimplifies the complexities
of global trade, and fails to adequately account for the benefits
of economic engagement with China. Furthermore, the lack of
rigorous peer-review process for the book's claims has also
been criticized.

Q7: Has the book influenced policy decisions?

A7: While it's difficult to directly attribute specific policy
decisions solely to "Death by China," the book undoubtedly
contributed to a broader shift towards greater scrutiny of
China's trade practices and a renewed focus on strengthening
domestic manufacturing and supply chain diversification in
several countries.

Q8: Who is the intended audience for this book?

A8: The book is accessible to a broad audience, including
policymakers, business professionals, students, and anyone
interested in understanding the complexities of US-China
economic relations and the broader implications of global trade.

Death By China: Confronting the Dragon – A Global Call to
Action: A Deep Dive into Economic Warfare

Analyzing the intricacies of global economics is a formidable
task. However, understanding the processes of international
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trade and competition is crucial for flourishing in the 21st
century. One book that bravely contemplates these issues head-
on is "Death by China: Confronting the Dragon – A Global Call to
Action." This stimulating paperback doesn't shy away from
unpleasant realities, offering a incisive assessment of China's
economic strategies and their impact on the global economy.

The book's core proposition revolves around the assertion that
China's economic expansion hasn't been a benign process.
Instead, the authors maintain that China has participated in a
sustained campaign of illicit trade practices, copyright violation,
currency manipulation, and industrial sabotage. These actions,
they allege, have had a destructive impact on various industries
and economies worldwide, leading to job losses, business
bankruptcies, and a widespread undermining of global economic
stability.

The authors support their assertions with a wealth of data,
including anecdotal accounts from diverse sectors. They delve
into specific examples of Chinese companies dominating their
foreign rivals through unfair means, thereby gaining an unjust
competitive benefit. The book meticulously details cases of
technology piracy, showcasing how Chinese entities
systematically abused the global trading system to their benefit.

Furthermore, "Death by China" examines the implications of
China's aggressive economic policies for national defense. The
authors argue that China's economic hegemony is not merely
an economic phenomenon, but a strategic one, with significant
ramifications for geopolitical stability. The connection of
economic and political power is a recurring topic throughout the
book, highlighting the obstacles facing nations seeking to
maintain their economic independence.

The book is not simply a list of grievances. It also offers a
spectrum of feasible solutions and calls for a united global
response. The authors suggest a comprehensive strategy that
encompasses strengthening international trade rules, improving
enforcement mechanisms, and fostering greater collaboration
among like-minded nations to resist unfair economic practices.
They emphasize the need for greater accountability in global
trade and the importance of protecting national industries from
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unfair competition.

The writing style of "Death by China" is accessible and
captivating, making complex economic concepts relatively easy
to grasp. The authors use clear language and avoid technical
terms, making the book ideal for a wide audience, including
policymakers, business leaders, and concerned citizens. While
contentious in some of its assertions, the book serves as a
valuable addition to the discussion about China's economic
influence and its effects on the global community. It serves as a
wake-up call urging global cooperation to address the perceived
economic threats.

In conclusion, "Death by China: Confronting the Dragon – A
Global Call to Action" presents a powerful thesis regarding the
essence of China's economic policies. While the assertions may
be discussed, the book competently highlights the significance
of a more vigilant approach to international trade and economic
relationships. Its call for a united global response rings with
those concerned about the fate of global economic stability.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Q1: Is "Death by China" a biased book?

A1: Yes, the book presents a strongly critical perspective on
China's economic practices. While it presents considerable
evidence, readers should be aware of this inherent bias and
consider alternative viewpoints before forming conclusions.

Q2: What are some of the alternative perspectives on
China's economic role?

A2: Some argue that China's economic rise has lifted millions
out of poverty and contributed significantly to global economic
growth. Others emphasize the importance of engaging with
China through diplomacy and cooperation rather than
confrontation.

Q3: What specific actions does the book recommend for
addressing the challenges it raises?
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A3: The book advocates for strengthened international trade
rules, improved enforcement, greater cooperation among
nations, and increased transparency in global trade. It also
emphasizes the importance of protecting domestic industries
from unfair competition.

Q4: Is this book solely focused on negativity towards
China?

A4: While the book critiques China's economic policies
extensively, it also aims to provide a framework for a more
effective and equitable global economic system. It's not merely
about condemnation but about prompting a constructive
dialogue and action.
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