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Congratulations! You've successfully navigated the exams and paperwork, and now you hold your
coveted amateur radio license. The world of ham radio awaits, brimming with possibilities. But where
do you start? This guide outlines 21 things to do after you get your amateur radio license, covering
everything from setting up your station to connecting with a vibrant global community. We'll explore
topics like antenna setup, radio communication techniques, and finding local ham radio
clubs, ensuring you’re well-equipped to embark on your ham radio journey.

I. Setting Up Your Ham Radio Station: The Foundation of
Your Hobby
Before you can start chatting with hams around the world, you need a functioning station. This
involves several key steps:
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Acquire your radio: Choosing your first radio can be daunting. Consider your license class
(Technician, General, Extra) as this dictates the frequencies you can use. Research different
models, considering features like power output, frequency coverage, and ease of use. Many
hams start with a simple handheld transceiver before investing in a base station.
Antenna selection: This is crucial for effective communication. Your antenna choice will depend
on your frequency bands and location. A simple dipole antenna is a great starting point for many,
offering a good balance of performance and ease of construction. Research antenna theory to
understand the basics of signal propagation.
Connecting your equipment: Ensure all connections are secure and properly grounded to
prevent damage and interference. Familiarize yourself with the connectors and cables used in
ham radio.
Testing your setup: Before making contacts, thoroughly test your equipment to ensure
everything is working correctly. Listen to the frequencies you plan to use to get a feel for the
activity levels.

This process forms the bedrock of your amateur radio experience. Getting your station working
efficiently allows you to engage fully in the following activities.

II. Engaging with the Ham Radio Community: Connecting
with Fellow Enthusiasts
The ham radio community is renowned for its welcoming and supportive nature. Connecting with other
hams is a vital aspect of the hobby:

Join a local ham radio club: This provides invaluable opportunities for learning, sharing
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experiences, and participating in local events. Many clubs offer training sessions and workshops
covering various aspects of amateur radio operation.
Participate in online forums and communities: Websites and online groups provide
platforms for asking questions, sharing knowledge, and connecting with hams worldwide.
Attend hamfests: These events offer a chance to meet other hams, buy and sell equipment,
and learn about new technologies.
Make contacts on the air: This is the core of the hobby! Start by making simple contacts on
common repeater frequencies, gradually working your way up to more challenging modes of
communication. Practice clear and concise communication, respecting the etiquette of the
bands.

III. Expanding Your Skills and Knowledge: Mastering
Different Aspects of Ham Radio
Once your station is set up and you’ve made some initial contacts, the learning continues. Consider
these options to expand your ham radio skill set:

Explore different modes of communication: Ham radio offers a variety of communication
modes beyond simple voice communication, including digital modes, CW (Morse code), and even
satellite communication. Learning these expands your capabilities and connects you with a
broader range of hams.
Experiment with different antennas: Improving your antenna system can significantly
enhance your communication range and effectiveness. Explore different antenna designs and
their characteristics.
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Learn about propagation: Understanding how radio waves travel is essential for successful
long-distance communication.
Participate in contests and events: Ham radio contests provide exciting challenges and
opportunities to test your skills and equipment.
Get involved in emergency communication: Ham radio plays a vital role in emergency
response, providing backup communication in disaster situations. Consider becoming a volunteer
with your local emergency services.
Build your own equipment: For the more technically inclined, building your own equipment is
a rewarding challenge that deepens your understanding of ham radio principles.

IV. Beyond the Basics: Advanced Techniques and Exploration
As you gain experience, you can delve into more advanced aspects of the hobby:

Digital modes: Explore digital modes like FT8 and JT65, which allow for communication even
under challenging propagation conditions.
Satellite communication: Communicate via amateur radio satellites, reaching hams across
vast distances.
High-frequency (HF) communication: Learn to operate on HF bands, opening up the
possibility of long-distance communication across continents.
Homebrewing: Construct your own antennas, amplifiers, or other radio equipment.

This list represents only a small sample of the many exciting paths you can pursue. Remember, the 21
things to do after you get your amateur radio license are just a starting point. The beauty of the hobby
lies in its limitless potential for exploration and discovery.
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Conclusion
Obtaining your amateur radio license is a significant accomplishment, marking the beginning of a
rewarding hobby with diverse facets. From setting up your station and connecting with the vibrant
ham radio community to mastering different communication modes and exploring advanced
techniques, the journey is both challenging and incredibly fulfilling. Embrace the learning process,
participate actively in the community, and discover the unique joys and challenges that await you in
this fascinating world.

FAQ
Q1: What is the best first radio for a new ham?

A1: There's no single "best" radio, as it depends on your budget and operating style. However, many
new hams start with a handheld transceiver like the Baofeng UV-5R (note: this requires careful
configuration and understanding of its limitations) or a more robust and feature-rich model from Icom
or Yaesu. Research reviews and compare features before making your purchase. Consider your license
class as well, ensuring the radio supports the frequencies you are authorized to use.

Q2: How much does it cost to get started in ham radio?

A2: The initial investment varies widely. A basic setup with a handheld radio and a simple antenna
might cost a few hundred dollars, while a more elaborate station with a base radio, multiple antennas,
and accessories could cost several thousand. It’s possible to start affordably and gradually expand
your equipment over time.
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Q3: How do I find a local ham radio club?

A3: The ARRL (American Radio Relay League) website is an excellent resource for finding clubs in your
area. You can also search online for "[your city/region] amateur radio club." Many clubs have websites
or social media pages providing contact information and meeting schedules.

Q4: Is Morse code still relevant in modern ham radio?

A4: While not as essential as it once was, Morse code (CW) remains a significant part of ham radio,
particularly for long-distance communication and during contests. While not mandatory for all license
classes, learning Morse code is a valuable skill that enhances your operational abilities and connects
you with a historical tradition within the hobby.

Q5: What are the legal requirements for operating a ham radio?

A5: You must possess a valid amateur radio license issued by your country's regulatory authority
(e.g., the FCC in the US). Operating outside the parameters of your license is illegal and can result in
penalties. Familiarize yourself with the specific regulations and restrictions for your license class and
location.

Q6: How can I contribute to emergency communications?

A6: Many local emergency management agencies utilize ham radio operators during disasters.
Contact your local emergency management office or your local ARES (Amateur Radio Emergency
Service) group to inquire about volunteer opportunities. Participation often involves training and
certification to ensure preparedness and proficiency.
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Q7: What are some common mistakes new hams make?

A7: Common mistakes include improper antenna setup, neglecting to learn basic radio etiquette, and
not fully understanding their license privileges. Thorough research, seeking guidance from
experienced hams, and consistently practicing safe and responsible operating procedures are crucial
to avoid these pitfalls.

Q8: Where can I find more information about ham radio?

A8: The ARRL website is a treasure trove of information, offering resources for all skill levels. Other
valuable websites and online communities cater specifically to amateur radio enthusiasts, providing
technical specifications, forums, and support. Online videos and tutorials further provide practical
training.

21 Things to Do After You Get Your Amateur Radio License:
Unlocking the Airwaves
Congratulations! You've obtained your amateur radio license. That incredible piece of paper signifies
not just the culmination of effort, but the opening to a fascinating world of communication and
community. Now what? The possibilities feel endless, and that's precisely where this guide comes in.
Here are 21 things you can do to maximize your newfound hobby and fully enjoy the experience.

Getting Started: The First Steps

1. Build Your Station: Before you can speak to anyone, you'll need a primary setup. This typically
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includes a radio transceiver, an antenna, and a power supply. Don't waste money initially; start with a
uncomplicated setup and enhance as your interests develop. Think of it like learning an instrument –
you don't need a Stradivarius to start playing.

2. Play with Your Equipment: Get used to yourself with your radio's features and functions. Exercise
transmitting and receiving signals. Understand the different modes of operation – AM, FM, SSB, CW
(Morse code). Each one offers a unique experience.

3. Locate Local Clubs and Repeaters: The amateur radio community is incredibly helpful. Join a
local club. These groups give valuable resources, mentorship, and opportunities for practical
experience. Repeaters, which are essentially radio relay stations, broaden your range and connect you
with a wider network of hams.

Expanding Your Horizons: Exploring the Frequencies

4. Learn Morse Code (CW): Although not mandatory for all bands, CW is a historical mode of
amateur radio communication. It gives a unique challenge and a deeper connection to the history of
ham radio. There are many apps and online resources to help you master it.

5. Examine Different Bands: Experiment with different frequencies. Each band has its unique
characteristics, from local communication on the 2-meter band to long-distance contacts on the HF
bands.

6. Establish Contacts: This is the essence of amateur radio – connecting with other operators.
Converse with hams around the world and share experiences and information.
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7. Participate Contests: Amateur radio contests are a fun and exciting way to perfect your skills and
meet other hams.

8. Uncover Emergency Communication: Amateur radio plays a critical role in disaster response.
Learning about emergency communication procedures can be satisfying and potentially lifesaving.

9. Construct Your Own Antenna: Antenna design is a fascinating aspect of amateur radio. Building
your own antenna is a great way to learn more about radio wave propagation.

Deepening Your Knowledge and Skills:

10. Read Amateur Radio Magazines and Publications: Stay current on the latest news,
techniques, and technologies in the field.

11. Go to Hamfests and Conventions: These events are great opportunities to meet other hams,
acquire equipment, and master new skills.

12. Receive Your Technician, General, and Extra Licenses: Each license level unlocks access to
additional frequency bands and operating privileges. Continuously upgrading your license indicates
your commitment to the hobby and expands your possibilities.

13. Test with Digital Modes: Explore digital modes of communication like digital voice, packet radio,
and APRS (Automatic Packet Reporting System). These modes offer a unique way to connect with
others.

14. Master Radio Wave Propagation: Understanding how radio waves travel is important for



21 Things To Do After You Get Your Amateur Radio License

21 Things To Do After You Get Your Amateur Radio License

10

effective communication. Factors like time of day, season, and solar activity all impact propagation.

Giving Back to the Community:

15. Assist with Emergency Communications: Assist in local emergency response events, offering
your skills and equipment to aid community efforts.

16. Mentor New Hams: Share your knowledge and experience with newcomers to the hobby.
Helping others understand is a deeply gratifying experience.

17. Take part in Local Community Events: Use your amateur radio skills to help local events and
activities, such as parades or charity walks.

18. Support Amateur Radio: Be an spokesperson for the hobby, sharing its benefits with friends,
family, and your community.

Advanced and Specialized Areas:

19. Examine Satellite Communication: Communicating via amateur radio satellites is a challenging
but satisfying experience.

20. Learn Software Defined Radio (SDR): SDR technology offers many new possibilities for
amateur radio, including flexible frequency coverage and the ability to process signals digitally.

21. Create Your Own Radio Projects: Design and build your own circuits and accessories. This is a
wonderful way to deepen your understanding of electronics and radio theory.
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Conclusion:

Obtaining your amateur radio license is just the beginning of a captivating journey. By engaging with
these 21 suggestions, you will find a active community, perfect your skills, and experience the many
joys of communicating through the airwaves. So, get out there, experiment, and savor the adventure!

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

Q1: What kind of radio equipment do I need to start?

A1: Start with a basic handheld transceiver or a mobile radio. A simple antenna will suffice initially.
Don't feel pressured to purchase high-end equipment right away.

Q2: Is Morse code really necessary?

A2: While not required for all licenses or operating privileges, learning Morse code expands your
operating options and connects you with a rich part of amateur radio history.

Q3: How can I find other amateur radio operators?

A3: Join a local amateur radio club, check online resources like the ARRL website, and use repeaters to
connect with hams in your area.

Q4: What are the safety precautions I should take when operating amateur radio
equipment?

A4: Always be mindful of high-voltage circuits and RF radiation. Never transmit near flammable
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materials. Follow all manufacturer instructions and safety guidelines.
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