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Doing Anthropological Research: A Practical
Guide (Routledge, 2013) – A Deep Dive
Anthropology, the study of humanity, requires rigorous research methodologies. Navigating this
complex field can be challenging, especially for beginners. Fortunately, the invaluable resource,
*Doing Anthropological Research: A Practical Guide*, published by Routledge in 2013, provides a
comprehensive framework for conducting effective anthropological research. This article delves into
the book's key contributions, highlighting its practical applications and offering insights for both
students and established researchers. We'll explore its approach to ethnographic research,
qualitative data analysis, and ethical considerations in anthropological fieldwork.

Understanding the Book's Structure and Approach
*Doing Anthropological Research: A Practical Guide* stands out for its clear, step-by-step approach
to anthropological research. It transcends theoretical discussions, offering practical advice grounded
in real-world experiences. The book systematically guides the reader through each stage of the
research process, from formulating a research question to writing up the findings. This practical
focus is a major strength, making the complex process of anthropological investigation accessible to
a wider audience. The authors emphasize the iterative nature of research, acknowledging the
constant adjustments and refinements that occur throughout the process. This realistic portrayal
makes the book particularly valuable for novice researchers who might otherwise be discouraged by
the perceived rigidity of academic research.

Key Strengths and Practical Applications
The book's strength lies in its balanced approach. It doesn't shy away from the complexities of
fieldwork, including challenges like gaining access to communities, navigating ethical dilemmas, and
managing data effectively. Specifically, the book excels in its detailed explanations of:

Research Design: The authors provide practical guidance on formulating research questions,
choosing appropriate methodologies (e.g., participant observation, interviews, surveys), and
developing effective research designs tailored to specific research questions. This section is
crucial for ensuring the research is focused, manageable, and relevant.
Qualitative Data Analysis: A significant portion of the book is dedicated to qualitative data
analysis techniques, crucial for anthropological research. It explains how to analyze
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ethnographic data, including field notes, interviews, and visual materials, using various
methods such as thematic analysis, grounded theory, and narrative analysis. This section also
highlights the importance of reflexivity, urging researchers to critically examine their own
biases and interpretations.
Ethical Considerations: The book underscores the crucial importance of ethical research
practices in anthropology. It thoroughly discusses issues such as informed consent,
confidentiality, and the potential impact of research on the communities being studied. This
section provides practical advice on navigating complex ethical dilemmas and ensuring
responsible research conduct. This aspect is particularly relevant to participant observation,
a cornerstone method in anthropology.
Writing Up Research: The final stages of research are equally crucial. The guide provides
clear advice on structuring research reports, writing compelling narratives, and presenting
findings effectively, preparing the researcher for academic publication and dissemination of
knowledge.

Beyond the Textbook: Implementing the Guide's Principles
The book's practical advice is not confined to the classroom. Its principles are readily applicable in
diverse anthropological research settings. Consider the following examples:

A study of migration patterns: The book's framework could guide researchers in designing a
study involving interviews with migrants, participant observation in migrant communities, and
analysis of migration narratives.
Research on indigenous knowledge systems: The guide's emphasis on ethical
considerations is particularly relevant here, emphasizing the need for respectful engagement
with indigenous communities and the protection of their intellectual property.
An investigation of social media's impact on social interactions: Researchers can adapt
the book's qualitative data analysis techniques to analyze online data, such as social media
posts and online forums.

The book's emphasis on reflexivity is crucial across all these examples, reminding researchers to
constantly consider their own positionality and potential biases.

Limitations and Further Considerations
While *Doing Anthropological Research: A Practical Guide* is a highly valuable resource, it's
important to acknowledge certain limitations. The book focuses primarily on qualitative research
methods, giving less attention to quantitative techniques. Furthermore, the rapidly evolving
technological landscape of research necessitates ongoing reflection on the implications for data
collection and analysis. Researchers should supplement the book's guidance with contemporary
literature on digital ethnography and related areas.
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Conclusion: An Essential Resource for Anthropological
Research
*Doing Anthropological Research: A Practical Guide* remains a vital resource for anyone embarking
on anthropological research, whether a seasoned scholar or a budding student. Its clear structure,
practical advice, and emphasis on ethical considerations make it an indispensable guide. By
providing a roadmap through the complexities of research design, data collection, and analysis, this
book equips researchers to conduct rigorous, impactful, and ethically sound anthropological
research. Its enduring value lies in its ability to translate complex theoretical concepts into
actionable strategies for navigating the intricacies of anthropological fieldwork and generating
meaningful insights into the human experience.

FAQ: Addressing Common Questions
Q1: Is this book suitable for undergraduates?

A1: Absolutely. The book's clear and concise writing style makes it accessible to undergraduates. It
provides a strong foundation in research methods, preparing students for more advanced
coursework and independent research projects.

Q2: What distinguishes this book from other anthropological research method guides?

A2: Its highly practical, step-by-step approach sets it apart. Many guides focus on theory; this one
emphasizes application, providing concrete examples and strategies for navigating real-world
research challenges.

Q3: Does the book cover specific software or tools for data analysis?

A3: While it doesn't endorse particular software, it discusses various qualitative data analysis
techniques that can be applied using different software packages (e.g., NVivo, Atlas.ti). The focus is
on the methods, not specific tools.

Q4: How does the book address ethical considerations in fieldwork?

A4: It devotes substantial space to ethical dilemmas, offering practical guidance on gaining informed
consent, ensuring participant confidentiality, and minimizing potential harm to communities involved
in the research.

Q5: Is the book relevant for research outside of traditional anthropological settings?

A5: Yes, many of its principles—particularly those related to qualitative research methods and ethical
considerations—are transferable to other social science disciplines and even beyond.

Q6: Can this book help me with my dissertation?
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A6: Absolutely. The book's structured approach to research design, data analysis, and writing up
findings can be invaluable in guiding the entire dissertation process, from initial conceptualization to
the final submission.

Q7: Where can I find this book?

A7: It's widely available through online booksellers like Amazon, Routledge's website, and university
libraries.

Q8: What are some alternative resources for anthropological research methodologies?

A8: While this Routledge guide is excellent, supplementing it with other relevant resources such as
journal articles on specific research methods and online tutorials on qualitative data analysis
software can further enhance your research skills.

Navigating the Field: A Deep Dive into "Doing
Anthropological Research: A Practical Guide" (Routledge,
2013)
Anthropology, the study of humanity, often feels enigmatic from the outside. Its methods, seemingly
involved, can be challenging to those unfamiliar with the field. However, "Doing Anthropological
Research: A Practical Guide," published by Routledge in 2013, serves as a essential aid for both
aspiring and experienced anthropologists, simplifying the process and offering a structured approach
to conducting impactful research. This article will delve into the book's principal themes,
emphasizing its practical applications and relevance for anyone starting on an anthropological
project.

The book's strength lies in its practical approach. It moves beyond theoretical discussions, offering
readers with concrete steps and strategies for each stage of the research process. It begins by
outlining the basics of anthropological inquiry, emphasizing the importance of ethical concerns and
self-awareness throughout the research plan. This initial emphasis on moral conduct is crucial,
establishing the groundwork for significant and ethical research.

A significant portion of the guide is dedicated to techniques, covering a wide range of qualitative
approaches, including participant observation, interviewing, and archival research. The authors don't
merely outline these methods; they provide practical advice on their application, including detailed
examples of how to develop research questions, perform interviews effectively, and analyze non-
numerical data. For instance, the book offers helpful guidance on how to navigate the complexities of
building rapport with participants, a vital step in ethnographic fieldwork.

The book also deals with the crucial difficulties inherent in anthropological research, such as
managing fieldwork logistics, handling unexpected incidents, and surmounting potential prejudices.
This candid perspective is unusual and essential for those fresh to the field, aiding them to anticipate
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and cope with potential difficulties. Through illustrative examples and case studies, the book offers
readers a grounded grasp of the requirements of anthropological research.

Furthermore, "Doing Anthropological Research" goes beyond the practical aspects, investigating the
broader framework of anthropological knowledge creation. It encourages critical self-reflection,
encouraging researchers to consider their own positionality and the likely influence of their research
on the communities they study. This concentration on reflexivity is crucial, encouraging more
responsible and ethically well-founded research practices.

The book's clear writing style and systematic structure make it accessible to a wide range of readers.
It is a valuable tool not only for students and academics but also for practitioners in other areas who
employ ethnographic techniques. The practical advice and tangible examples make it a truly
beneficial guide for anyone looking to perform anthropological research.

In closing, "Doing Anthropological Research: A Practical Guide" serves as a thorough and
comprehensible guide to the discipline of anthropological research. Its emphasis on ethical
considerations, practical methodologies, and critical self-reflection makes it a essential resource for
anyone searching to undertake such a project. The book's hands-on view and clear writing style
makes it a must-read for both beginners and experienced researchers alike.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. Q: Is this book only for anthropology students? A: No, while ideal for anthropology students,
its practical methodologies are useful for researchers in related fields like sociology, social work, and
public health who use qualitative research methods.

2. Q: What makes this guide different from others? A: Its emphasis on ethical considerations,
combined with practical, step-by-step guidance on conducting various research methods, sets it
apart. It’s less theoretical and more hands-on.

3. Q: Does the book cover data analysis? A: Yes, it includes detailed sections on analyzing
qualitative data, providing practical tips and techniques for making sense of collected information.

4. Q: Is it suitable for beginners? A: Absolutely. The book is written in an accessible style and
provides a clear, structured introduction to the entire research process, making it perfect for
beginners.
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