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2009  DBQ  Project  Answers:  A
Comprehensive  Guide  to
Understanding Historical Analysis
The 2009 AP US History DBQ (Document-Based Question) remains a significant
benchmark for understanding historical analysis and argumentation. This guide
delves into the intricacies of the 2009 DBQ, exploring its themes, providing
insights into effective answer strategies, and offering a pathway to mastering
this  crucial  element  of  AP US History.  Understanding the  nuances  of  this
particular DBQ, with its focus on Progressive Era reforms, can significantly
improve your historical analysis skills, laying a strong foundation for future
success in similar assignments and assessments. We’ll explore the key themes,
effective approaches to answering the question, and common pitfalls to avoid.

Understanding the 2009 DBQ: Progressive Era
Reforms
The  2009  AP  US  History  DBQ  focused  on  the  Progressive  Era  (roughly
1890-1920),  specifically  examining  the  motivations  behind  Progressive  Era
reforms and their effectiveness. This period saw a surge in social and political
activism aimed at addressing issues such as industrialization's negative effects,
political corruption, and social inequalities. Students were presented with a
range of primary source documents – letters, speeches, photographs, excerpts
from legislation – which provided diverse perspectives on the era's reforms.
Analyzing  these  documents  effectively  was  crucial  to  crafting  a  successful
response. Key aspects included understanding the context of each document,
identifying biases,  and using the evidence to support  a  cohesive and well-
reasoned  argument.  The  Progressive  Era  reforms  themselves  were  a
multifaceted landscape, including but not limited to women's suffrage, trust-
busting, and food and drug regulations. Successfully navigating this complexity
was key to answering the 2009 DBQ effectively.
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Analyzing  the  Documents:  A  Crucial  Step  in
Crafting Effective Answers
Successfully tackling the 2009 DBQ, or any DBQ for that matter, hinges on
effectively analyzing the provided documents. This involves more than simply
summarizing each source. Students needed to identify the author's perspective,
purpose,  and  intended  audience.  Recognizing  potential  biases  within  each
document is paramount. For example, a speech by a wealthy industrialist on the
subject of labor reform might present a vastly different perspective than a
letter written by a factory worker. Understanding the historical context of each
document is also vital, as it sheds light on the motivations and implications of
the information presented. By carefully unpacking each document, students
could construct a sophisticated and nuanced response directly supported by
evidence.  This  rigorous  process  is  integral  to  achieving  a  high  score.
Furthermore, grouping documents by theme or perspective allows for a more
organized and persuasive argument, showcasing a deeper understanding of the
subject matter.

Constructing  a  Strong  Thesis  and  Argument:
The Foundation of a Successful Response
A robust  thesis  statement  acts  as  the  cornerstone  of  any  successful  DBQ
response. It  clearly articulates the student's position on the main question,
incorporating a nuanced understanding of the complexities of the topic at hand.
The 2009 DBQ demanded more than a simple "yes" or "no" answer regarding
the effectiveness of Progressive Era reforms. A strong thesis statement would
acknowledge  the  multifaceted  nature  of  the  reforms,  acknowledging  both
successes and limitations. This required analyzing the documents critically and
identifying both supporting and contradicting evidence.  For instance,  while
some documents might highlight the success of specific reforms in improving
working conditions, others could point to the limitations of these reforms in
addressing  underlying  societal  inequalities.  The  thesis,  therefore,  had  to
grapple  with  this  complexity  and  present  a  balanced  yet  clearly  defined
argument.

Contextualizing  the  2009  DBQ within  AP  US
History Curriculum
The 2009 DBQ effectively tests students' knowledge and comprehension of the
Progressive Era, a significant period in American history. This era is richly
explored in AP US History textbooks and curriculum, encompassing political,
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economic, and social changes. The question itself necessitates a comprehensive
understanding of the broader historical context of the era, including the rise of
industrialization,  the  growth  of  monopolies,  and  the  increasing  social  and
economic disparity. Effective responses demonstrated not only familiarity with
the specific documents but also a deep understanding of the larger historical
forces  shaping  the  Progressive  Era.  Successfully  integrating  the  document
analysis  within  the  broader  historical  context  demonstrated  a  superior
understanding  of  history  as  a  complex  and  interwoven  narrative.  This
contextualization is crucial for a comprehensive and high-scoring response.

Conclusion:  Mastering  the  Art  of  Historical
Analysis
Mastering the 2009 DBQ, or any DBQ, requires a systematic approach that
blends document analysis, effective argumentation, and a deep understanding
of the relevant historical context. By focusing on careful document analysis,
crafting a strong thesis statement that addresses the complexities of the topic,
and  contextualizing  the  evidence  within  the  broader  historical  narrative,
students can construct a compelling and well-supported response. The key lies
in understanding that historical analysis is not just about summarizing facts but
about  interpreting  evidence,  constructing  a  nuanced  argument,  and
demonstrating  a  thorough  understanding  of  the  historical  period  under
examination. The 2009 DBQ, with its focus on the Progressive Era, provides a
prime example of these principles in action.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
Q1: Where can I find the 2009 DBQ prompt and documents?

A1: The exact prompt and documents might be difficult to find freely online.
However, AP US History review books often include past DBQs, and contacting
your  AP  US  History  teacher  or  searching  reputable  educational  websites
dedicated to AP courses might yield results. Remember, unauthorized sharing
of copyrighted materials is illegal.

Q2: What are the most common mistakes students make on DBQs?

A2:  Common mistakes include failing to develop a strong thesis statement,
simply  summarizing  documents  without  analysis,  neglecting  to  address
counterarguments, and failing to incorporate sufficient historical context. Also,
neglecting to properly cite the documents using a consistent citation method
(like referencing the document by letter) can significantly hinder a student's
score.
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Q3: How is the DBQ graded?

A3: The DBQ is graded holistically based on several criteria, including thesis
development, document analysis, use of evidence, and contextualization. Each
of these aspects is assessed, and the scores are combined to yield a final score.

Q4: How many documents should I use in my response?

A4: While there's no fixed number, aim to utilize most if not all of the provided
documents  effectively.  Simply  mentioning  each  document  isn't  sufficient;
instead, focus on integrating them seamlessly into your analysis to support your
arguments.

Q5: What is the importance of contextualization in a DBQ response?

A5: Contextualization places the documents and events within their broader
historical framework. It shows that you understand the historical forces that
shaped the events and the perspectives of the document authors. It adds depth
and sophistication to your analysis.

Q6: How can I practice for the DBQ?

A6: Practice is crucial! Review past DBQs, practice writing thesis statements,
analyze primary source documents,  and get feedback on your writing from
teachers or peers. There are many resources available online and in textbooks
to help you improve your skills.

Q7: What role does the introduction play in a successful DBQ?

A7: The introduction sets the stage for your argument. It should clearly state
your thesis, briefly outline the main points you will discuss, and provide some
context for the historical period under consideration. It's your roadmap for the
reader.

Q8: Is it okay to disagree with the documents in my response?

A8:  Absolutely!  A  sophisticated  response  will  often  acknowledge  differing
viewpoints and explain why you agree or disagree with specific interpretations
presented within the documents. This showcases critical thinking skills and an
understanding  of  multiple  perspectives,  which  are  highly  valued  in  the
assessment process.
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Deconstructing the 2009 DBQ: A Deep Dive into
Historical Analysis
The 2009 Advanced Placement  Document-Based Question (DBQ) remains  a
pivotal benchmark for understanding the complexities of historical analysis.
This article will explore the question posed in the 2009 DBQ, examine effective
methods to tackle it, and provide insights that can benefit current and future
AP History students. Instead of simply offering "answers," we aim to demystify
the procedure of constructing a superior DBQ response.

The 2009 DBQ typically focused on a defined historical period or phenomenon,
demanding  students  to  combine  information  from  a  range  of  sources  to
construct a cohesive argument. These documents, spanning from primary to
secondary  sources,  often  displayed  differing  viewpoints  or  perspectives  ,
requiring  students  to  demonstrate  their  ability  to  comprehend  historical
evidence critically and impartially .

A successful 2009 DBQ response exhibits a robust understanding of the setting
surrounding the topic. This includes not only knowing the essential information
but also understanding the broader developments and influences that formed
the  period.  Think  of  it  like  constructing  a  structure  :  you  need  a  solid
groundwork  before  you  can  incorporate  the  walls  and  roof.  A  deficient
understanding of the historical context leads to a fragile essay.

Beyond context,  the skill  to  assess the materials  themselves is  paramount.
Students must not simply summarize the documents but rather examine their
message within the broader contextual framework . This includes considering
the  author's  bias  ,  the  intended audience,  and  the  goal  of  the  document.
Recognizing and evaluating these elements demonstrates a advanced level of
historical thinking.

Furthermore,  the  2009  DBQ  likely  required  the  incorporation  of  outside
information, demonstrating knowledge that goes beyond the given documents.
This  outside  information  serves  to  enrich  the  argument,  providing  further
background and verification. Think of it as adding reinforcing beams to the
building: it strengthens the overall stability.

Finally, a expertly-written 2009 DBQ response articulates a clear and concise
claim that addresses the question directly. This thesis serves as the roadmap
for the essay, guiding the reader through the examination of the documents and
outside information. The essay is then structured logically, with each paragraph
developing a specific aspect of the argument.

To effectively handle the challenges of the 2009 DBQ, students need to practice
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their historical reasoning skills, focusing on deciphering documents critically,
integrating  information  from  multiple  sources,  and  constructing  a  well-
supported argument. Practicing with past DBQs, employing example answers as
templates , and receiving evaluation from educators are all valuable strategies.

In  conclusion,  the  2009  DBQ,  while  challenging,  provided  a  valuable
opportunity  for  students  to  exhibit  their  historical  understanding skills.  By
understanding the essential components of a successful response – historical
context, document analysis, outside information, and a clear thesis – students
can  better  their  performance  on  future  DBQs and develop  their  ability  to
interpret and integrate historical evidence effectively.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. Q: Where can I find the actual 2009 DBQ prompt and documents? A:
The College Board's website is the best resource for past AP exam materials.
Search their archives for the 2009 AP History exam.

2. Q: Is it enough to just summarize the documents in a DBQ response?
A: No, simply summarizing is insufficient. You must analyze and interpret the
documents,  connecting them to your thesis and using them as evidence to
support your argument.

3.  Q:  How  important  is  outside  information  in  a  DBQ?  A:  Outside
information is crucial for a high score. It demonstrates a deep understanding of
the topic beyond the provided documents.

4. Q: What is the best way to practice for the DBQ? A: Practice regularly
with past DBQs, get feedback on your responses, and focus on developing your
historical analysis skills.
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