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Peter Singer
Peter Singer's poignant memoir, *Pushing Time Away: My Grandfather and the
Tragedy of Jewish Vienna*, published in paperback on July 7, 2005, transcends a
simple family history. It's a powerful exploration of the Holocaust's impact on a
family, a community, and the enduring legacy of loss. This article delves into the
book's key themes, examining Singer's unique narrative style, the historical
context of Jewish Vienna, the personal impact on Singer and his family, and the
lasting implications of this devastating period. Keywords central to understanding
the work include: Jewish Vienna, Holocaust memoir, family history, cultural
loss, and intergenerational trauma.

A Personal Account of Collective Trauma
Singer's memoir isn't simply a recitation of historical events. Instead, it's a deeply
personal narrative interwoven with the broader historical context of *Jewish
Vienna* before, during, and after the rise of Nazism. He masterfully blends
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intimate details of his grandfather's life – his experiences as a successful
businessman, his relationships, his ultimate escape from Vienna, and his eventual
death in Australia – with a wider examination of the vibrant Jewish community
that thrived in Vienna before its destruction. This approach helps illuminate the
human cost of the Holocaust, moving beyond statistics and focusing on the
individual experiences that shaped a generation. The author meticulously
reconstructs his grandfather's life, revealing not only the external pressures of
the Nazi regime but also the internal struggles and resilience of his family.

The Flourishing and Fall of Jewish Vienna
A significant portion of the book is dedicated to painting a vivid picture of *Jewish
Vienna* before the war. Singer skillfully portrays a vibrant cultural hub,
characterized by intellectual ferment, artistic expression, and a strong sense of
community. He highlights the achievements and contributions of Jewish Viennese
citizens to various fields, showcasing the richness and diversity that were
systematically eradicated by the Nazi regime. This detailed portrayal underscores
the magnitude of the loss and the devastating impact of the Holocaust on a
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thriving community. The reader gains a deep appreciation for what was lost, not
just in terms of lives, but also in terms of intellectual and cultural heritage.

Intergenerational Trauma and the Legacy of
Loss
*Pushing Time Away* is not simply about the past; it is also profoundly about the
present and the future. Singer explicitly addresses the concept of
*intergenerational trauma*, exploring how the experiences of his grandfather and
other family members continue to resonate within his own life and the lives of
subsequent generations. This theme is central to the book's emotional power. The
legacy of the Holocaust, Singer suggests, isn't confined to those who lived
through it. It shapes families, communities, and ultimately, the very fabric of
society for decades to come. The impact of witnessing such suffering and loss
ripples through generations, affecting individual identities and family dynamics.
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Singer's Narrative Style and the Power of
Memoir
Singer’s writing style is both intimate and insightful. He uses a combination of
personal anecdotes, historical research, and thoughtful reflection to create a
compelling narrative. His ability to weave together personal memories with
broader historical context makes the story engaging and accessible to a wide
audience. The book's power lies in its honesty and its ability to convey the
profound emotions associated with loss, trauma, and the ongoing struggle to
understand the past. The use of personal letters and family documents further
enhances the authenticity and emotional depth of the narrative, creating a
powerful and immersive reading experience. The *Holocaust memoir* genre
benefits from Singer's ability to humanize the history, making it relatable and
deeply affecting for readers.
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Conclusion: A Testament to Resilience and
Remembrance
*Pushing Time Away* is more than just a family history; it's a powerful testament
to the enduring impact of the Holocaust and the importance of remembering the
past. Singer's masterful storytelling brings to life the vibrant culture of Jewish
Vienna and the devastating consequences of the Nazi regime. The book's
exploration of intergenerational trauma provides valuable insights into the
complexities of memory, identity, and healing. By sharing his grandfather's story,
Singer not only honors his memory but also helps us understand the profound and
lasting impact of one of history's darkest chapters. He reminds us of the
importance of confronting the past, learning from it, and working towards a future
where such atrocities never again occur.
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FAQ:
Q1: What makes *Pushing Time Away* different from other Holocaust
memoirs?

A1: While many Holocaust memoirs focus solely on the experiences of survivors in
concentration camps, *Pushing Time Away* offers a unique perspective by
focusing on the pre-war life and subsequent displacement of a family in Vienna. It
explores the cultural richness of Jewish Vienna before the Nazi regime,
highlighting the community's contributions and the devastating loss that followed.
This wider context differentiates it from other memoirs that might primarily focus
on the horrors of the camps themselves.

Q2: How does Singer portray his grandfather's character?

A2: Singer portrays his grandfather as a complex individual – successful in
business, loving towards his family, yet also possessing flaws and vulnerabilities.
He showcases both his strength and resilience in the face of adversity and his
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struggles to adapt to a new life after fleeing Vienna. The portrait isn't idealized; it
reveals a realistic and relatable human being navigating extraordinary
circumstances.

Q3: What is the significance of the title, "Pushing Time Away"?

A3: The title refers to the strategies employed by Singer's grandfather and other
survivors to cope with the trauma of the Holocaust. The act of “pushing time
away” suggests a form of denial or avoidance as a coping mechanism, a common
reaction to extreme trauma. However, the book itself actively confronts that past,
acknowledging the importance of remembrance and understanding.

Q4: How does the book contribute to our understanding of
intergenerational trauma?

A4: The book powerfully illustrates how the trauma of the Holocaust is not
confined to the generation that directly experienced it. It shows how the
consequences of such events ripple through subsequent generations, shaping
identities, family relationships, and emotional well-being. Singer's personal
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narrative highlights the lasting impact of historical trauma on individuals and
families.

Q5: What is the overall message of the book?

A5: The central message emphasizes the importance of remembering the past,
understanding the devastating consequences of prejudice and hatred, and the
ongoing need to confront historical injustices. It's a call to remember not only the
victims but also the vibrant culture and communities that were destroyed by the
Holocaust.

Q6: Is the book suitable for all readers?

A6: While the subject matter is undeniably serious and deals with sensitive issues,
the book is written in an accessible and engaging style. However, given the
nature of the content, it might be more suitable for mature readers who are
prepared to engage with the emotional intensity of the narrative.

Q7: Where can I find more information about Jewish Vienna before the
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Holocaust?

A7: Numerous historical resources and academic works exist exploring Jewish life
in Vienna before World War II. Searching online databases, libraries, and
academic journals using keywords like "Jewish Vienna," "Austrian Jewry," and
"Vienna before the Holocaust" will yield extensive information.

Q8: What are some similar books that readers might enjoy?

A8: Readers interested in Holocaust memoirs and the history of Jewish Vienna
might enjoy works by Primo Levi, Elie Wiesel, and other authors who have written
about their experiences during this period. Biographies and historical studies
focusing on Jewish communities in Central Europe before and during the
Holocaust would also be relevant.

Exploring Peter Singer's Poignant Memoir: A
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Journey Through Loss and the Shattered World
of Jewish Vienna
Peter Singer's heart-wrenching memoir, "Pushing Time Away: My Grandfather and
the Tragedy of Jewish Vienna" (published July 7th, 2005), is not merely a
biographical account; it's a forceful exploration of generational trauma
intertwined with the broader ruin of Jewish life in pre-war Vienna. This insightful
account transcends the personal, offering a deeply empathetic lens through which
to understand the horrors of the Holocaust and its lasting legacy on individuals
and communities.

The book's central focus is Singer's bond with his grandfather, Ernst Singer, a
prosperous Viennese doctor whose life was irrevocably changed by the rise of
Nazism. Through graphic anecdotes and meticulously researched historical
context, Singer paints a rich picture of Viennese Jewish society in the interwar
period – a world of refinement and community, abruptly shattered by political
hatred.
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Singer masterfully intertwines the personal and the political. We witness Ernst's
gradual dispossession – the loss of his livelihood, his position, and ultimately, his
independence. The narrative is not simply a chronological recounting of events; it
is a deeply felt exploration of the psychological toll of persecution, the
complexities of assimilation, and the desperation of facing an uncertain future.
Singer doesn't shy away from the painful aspects of his grandfather's story,
including the reluctance to leave Vienna and the difficult process of adjusting to
life in exile.

The author's writing style is accessible yet meaningful. He employs a combination
of personal reminiscence, historical analysis, and reflective commentary, creating
a engaging reading experience. He successfully avoids over-emotionalism,
instead offering a objective perspective that acknowledges the suffering while
also acknowledging the nuances of human behavior under extreme stress.

The book’s impact lies in its ability to humanize the Holocaust. By focusing on the
experiences of one family, Singer allows readers to connect with the tragedy on a
deeply emotional level. It serves as a stark reminder of the dangers of prejudice
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and the importance of remembering and learning from the past. The lesson is
clear: indifference to injustice can have devastating consequences, and the fight
against prejudice must be unyielding.

Furthermore, "Pushing Time Away" offers invaluable insights into the historical
landscape of pre-war Vienna and the specific obstacles faced by Jewish Viennese
citizens. It sheds light on the gradual erosion of rights, the subtle yet powerful
strategies of propaganda, and the difficult choices individuals were forced to
make in the face of escalating persecution. This makes the book a valuable aid for
anyone seeking to better understand this critical period in history.

In conclusion, Peter Singer’s "Pushing Time Away" is a masterful work of
biographical writing. It is a touching testament to the resilience of the human
spirit in the face of unimaginable hardship, and a forceful reminder of the
permanent consequences of hatred and indifference. The book's strength lies in
its ability to blend personal narrative with historical context, making it both a
intimate and a intellectual achievement. Its impact will continue to resonate with
readers for decades to come, serving as a critical contribution to the ongoing
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conversation about the Holocaust and its enduring significance.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. What makes this book different from other Holocaust narratives? While
many Holocaust narratives focus on the experiences within concentration camps,
Singer's book offers a unique perspective by focusing on the gradual erosion of
Jewish life in Vienna *before* the deportations, showcasing the subtle but
devastating effects of antisemitism.

2. Is this book suitable for all readers? While the book is accessible to a wide
audience, its subject matter is inherently painful and deals with themes of loss
and trauma. Readers should be prepared for emotionally intense content.

3. What is the overall tone of the book? The tone is largely reflective and
emotional, but it avoids over-emotionalism. It's a deeply human story told with
honesty and honesty.

4. What is the historical significance of the book? The book provides
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valuable insight into the social and political climate of pre-war Vienna and the
experiences of Austrian Jews during the Nazi era, adding to the broader historical
understanding of the Holocaust.

https://www.backpackingmatt.com/lib/86523YT/090926/PPT/biological-control-of_
plant-parasitic__nematodes__soil-ecosystem-management-
in__sustainable__agriculture.pdf
https://www.backpackingmatt.com/chap/54846DN/174002090926/MD/the__kimch
i-cookbook-60_traditional-and-modern__ways_to_make_and__eat__kimchi.pdf
https://www.backpackingmatt.com/chap/qj/56054545QJ260909/MD/oliver-550_tra
ctor__manual.pdf
https://www.backpackingmatt.com/ref/ah092609/H439261A82174002/PDF/coping
-with__snoring-and_sleep__apnoea_ne.pdf
https://www.backpackingmatt.com/science/572B0412R2/801B41R/DOC/surveying
_practical_1_lab-manual.pdf
https://www.backpackingmatt.com/ref/54005DJ/858818DJ59/DOC/satellite_remote
__sensing-ppt.pdf
https://www.backpackingmatt.com/book/sq/12516SQ001260909/BOOK/memorex-

https://www.backpackingmatt.com/pdf/1336VF2/8140VF3612/TEXT/biological__control_of__plant_parasitic_nematodes_soil__ecosystem__management-in_sustainable_agriculture.pdf
https://www.backpackingmatt.com/pdf/1336VF2/8140VF3612/TEXT/biological__control_of__plant_parasitic_nematodes_soil__ecosystem__management-in_sustainable_agriculture.pdf
https://www.backpackingmatt.com/pdf/1336VF2/8140VF3612/TEXT/biological__control_of__plant_parasitic_nematodes_soil__ecosystem__management-in_sustainable_agriculture.pdf
https://www.backpackingmatt.com/edu/7L8711Z/7L4294999Z/PDF/the_kimchi_cookbook__60__traditional__and-modern_ways-to__make_and-eat_kimchi.pdf
https://www.backpackingmatt.com/edu/7L8711Z/7L4294999Z/PDF/the_kimchi_cookbook__60__traditional__and-modern_ways-to__make_and-eat_kimchi.pdf
https://www.backpackingmatt.com/doc/49M772M/174002090926/BOOK/oliver_550_tractor__manual.pdf
https://www.backpackingmatt.com/doc/49M772M/174002090926/BOOK/oliver_550_tractor__manual.pdf
https://www.backpackingmatt.com/journal/174002/310U2M3264/EPDF/coping_with-snoring_and_sleep_apnoea__ne.pdf
https://www.backpackingmatt.com/journal/174002/310U2M3264/EPDF/coping_with-snoring_and_sleep_apnoea__ne.pdf
https://www.backpackingmatt.com/course/090926/M81N131986/KINDLE/surveying-practical_1__lab_manual.pdf
https://www.backpackingmatt.com/course/090926/M81N131986/KINDLE/surveying-practical_1__lab_manual.pdf
https://www.backpackingmatt.com/short/R6N8635/174002090926/RTF/satellite_remote_sensing-ppt.pdf
https://www.backpackingmatt.com/short/R6N8635/174002090926/RTF/satellite_remote_sensing-ppt.pdf
https://www.backpackingmatt.com/lib/qs092609/Q772S53625174002/PPT/memorex_dvd_player__manuals.pdf


Pushing Time Away My Grandfather And The Tragedy Of Jewish Vienna By Peter Singer 7 Jul 2005
Paperback

Pushing Time Away My Grandfather And The Tragedy Of Jewish Vienna By Peter Singer 7 Jul 2005
Paperback

16

dvd__player__manuals.pdf
https://www.backpackingmatt.com/journal/174002/722N97B/TXT/honda-1989__19
92__vfr400r-nc30-motorbike-workshop_repair__service__manual-10102-
quality.pdf
https://www.backpackingmatt.com/pdf/174002/H60056K/EPUB/guided_activity_16
_2_party__organization_answers.pdf
https://www.backpackingmatt.com/play/174002/96SY298213/EBOOK/the_treatme
nt__of-horses-by_acupuncture.pdf

https://www.backpackingmatt.com/lib/qs092609/Q772S53625174002/PPT/memorex_dvd_player__manuals.pdf
https://www.backpackingmatt.com/ppt/174002/X4K1229/TEXT/honda-1989-1992-vfr400r_nc30_motorbike-workshop-repair-service_manual-10102-quality.pdf
https://www.backpackingmatt.com/ppt/174002/X4K1229/TEXT/honda-1989-1992-vfr400r_nc30_motorbike-workshop-repair-service_manual-10102-quality.pdf
https://www.backpackingmatt.com/ppt/174002/X4K1229/TEXT/honda-1989-1992-vfr400r_nc30_motorbike-workshop-repair-service_manual-10102-quality.pdf
https://www.backpackingmatt.com/short/854N35Y/189N79874Y/EPDF/guided-activity_16__2__party_organization-answers.pdf
https://www.backpackingmatt.com/short/854N35Y/189N79874Y/EPDF/guided-activity_16__2__party_organization-answers.pdf
https://www.backpackingmatt.com/doc/370K2R6505/285K8R3/PAGE/the_treatment-of-horses-by__acupuncture.pdf
https://www.backpackingmatt.com/doc/370K2R6505/285K8R3/PAGE/the_treatment-of-horses-by__acupuncture.pdf

