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National Geographic Big Cats 2017 Wall Calendar: A Collector's
Item and Conservation Tool
The 2017 National Geographic Big Cats wall calendar isn't just a calendar; it's a captivating journey into the wild, a testament to the beauty
and power of these magnificent creatures, and for many, a cherished collector's item. This article delves into the features, impact, and lasting
appeal of this particular calendar, exploring its value beyond simple date-tracking. We'll examine its photographic quality, its potential as an
educational tool for big cat conservation, and its place in the broader context of National Geographic calendars, reflecting on why it
remains sought after even years after its release.

A Stunning Showcase of Big Cat Photography
The 2017 National Geographic Big Cats wall calendar stands out for its breathtaking photography. Each month showcases a different big cat
species, often in its natural habitat. The images are not simply snapshots; they are carefully composed works of art, capturing the animals'
power, grace, and unique personalities. The high-quality printing ensures vibrant colors and sharp detail, transforming the calendar into a
piece of wall art that enhances any space. The photographers, renowned for their expertise and conservation efforts, contribute to the
calendar’s overall prestige and educational value. This focus on high-quality wildlife photography is a hallmark of National Geographic
publications.

Educational Value and Conservation Awareness
Beyond its aesthetic appeal, the 2017 National Geographic Big Cats calendar served as a powerful educational tool. Each month featured a
brief description of the featured species, including information on their habitat, behavior, and conservation status. This provided readers with
a concise yet informative overview of these incredible animals and the threats they face. By showcasing these majestic creatures in their
natural environment, the calendar subtly highlights the importance of wildlife habitat preservation. The calendar subtly raises awareness
about the challenges big cats face, including habitat loss, poaching, and human-wildlife conflict, implicitly advocating for conservation efforts.

The Enduring Appeal of a Collector's Item
While the 2017 National Geographic Big Cats calendar is no longer available for purchase through traditional retail channels, it maintains a
strong presence in online marketplaces and amongst collectors. Its enduring appeal stems from several factors: the high-quality photography,
the educational content, and the simple nostalgia associated with owning a piece of National Geographic history. For many, it represents a
cherished piece of their past, a reminder of a specific year or a passion for wildlife. This speaks to the powerful emotional connection people
forge with specific National Geographic publications, particularly those featuring iconic imagery. The scarcity of the calendar itself adds to
its collectible value, making it a sought-after item among enthusiasts.

Usage and Display: More Than Just a Calendar
The National Geographic Big Cats 2017 wall calendar’s large format (likely 12x12 inches or larger) made it ideal for both home and office use.
Its substantial size allowed for impressive visual impact, making it a conversation starter and an attractive addition to any space. Many users
framed individual months after the year concluded, transforming the images into stand-alone works of art to be displayed throughout the home
or office. Its robust construction ensured the calendar could withstand daily use without tearing or losing its vibrancy.

Conclusion: A Lasting Legacy
The 2017 National Geographic Big Cats wall calendar transcends its functional purpose as a simple date keeper. It successfully blends
stunning photography, valuable educational content, and subtle conservation messaging. Its lasting popularity as a collector's item speaks to
its high-quality production and enduring appeal. It serves as a reminder of the beauty and vulnerability of big cats and the importance of
continued conservation efforts. Even years later, its images continue to inspire awe and a desire to protect these majestic creatures.

FAQ: Frequently Asked Questions about the 2017 National Geographic Big Cats Wall
Calendar
Q1: Where can I find the 2017 National Geographic Big Cats wall calendar now?

A1: Unfortunately, the calendar is no longer readily available through typical retail channels. Your best bet is to search online marketplaces
like eBay or Etsy, where collectors may be selling their used calendars. Be prepared to pay a premium due to its rarity and demand.

Q2: What species of big cats were featured in the calendar?

A2: While the exact lineup varies slightly depending on the edition, the calendar typically featured a diverse range of big cat species such as
lions, tigers, leopards, jaguars, snow leopards, and possibly clouded leopards.
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Q3: Was the calendar only available in English?

A3: It's likely the main text and species descriptions were in English, as this is the primary language of National Geographic. However,
depending on regional distribution, other language versions might have existed.

Q4: What is the overall size of the calendar?

A4: National Geographic calendars typically have larger-than-average dimensions for maximum visual impact. While the exact dimensions may
vary slightly, a common size is around 12x12 inches or larger.

Q5: Is the paper quality good?

A5: National Geographic is known for using high-quality, thick paper in their calendars to ensure vivid color reproduction and durability. The
2017 Big Cats calendar likely followed this standard.

Q6: Are there any other National Geographic calendars similar to the 2017 Big Cats edition?

A6: Yes, National Geographic releases various themed wall calendars annually, often featuring other wildlife, landscapes, or specific regions.
Many collectors seek out similar calendars from previous years.

Q7: What is the value of this calendar today?

A7: The value is dependent on condition, and demand. As it is a discontinued item, the value can fluctuate significantly based on the market
place in which it is sold.

Q8: Is the calendar suitable for framing individual months?

A8: Yes, the high-quality images and sturdy paper make it perfectly suitable for framing individual months once the calendar year has passed.
Many people do this to preserve their favorite images as standalone art pieces.

A Year in the Lives of Majestic Beasts: Exploring the National Geographic Big Cats
2017 Wall Calendar
The National Geographic Big Cats 2017 Wall Calendar wasn't just a simple calendar; it was a gateway to the wild hearts of some of the planet's
most awe-inspiring creatures. More than a unadorned way to track dates, it served as a captivating visual journey into the multifaceted world
of big cats, displaying stunning photography alongside instructive snippets about each species. This article delves into what made this
particular calendar a treasured item for nature enthusiasts and a successful tool for raising awareness about big cat conservation.

The calendar's potency lay in its combination of excellent photography and accessible information. Each month highlighted a unique big cat
species, from the famous lion to the mysterious snow leopard. The photographs themselves were remarkable, capturing the animals in their
untamed habitats with unmatched clarity and aesthetic allure. The photographs weren't just pretty; they were impactful, communicating the
power, beauty, and delicateness of these magnificent animals. It's a testament to the photographers' skill and patience that they managed to
capture such intimate and uncommon moments.

Beyond the amazing visuals, each monthly spread included a short but educational description of the featured species. This featured details
about their habitat, behavior, food, and conservation situation. This approach effectively combined the artistic enjoyment of viewing the
photographs with the educational value of learning about these animals. This combination made the calendar a helpful resource for both
casual observers and serious animal enthusiasts. It was a subtle yet potent tool for teaching people about the importance of big cat
conservation.

The calendar's design was also well-executed. The monthly grids were readable and easy to use, allowing for easy scheduling and engagement
tracking. However, the design never eclipsed the images; the calendar's primary goal was to showcase the beauty and diversity of big cats, and
it succeeded excellently in this regard.

The impact of the National Geographic Big Cats 2017 Wall Calendar extended beyond private pleasure. By visually joining people with these
amazing creatures, the calendar served as a powerful tool for raising understanding about conservation efforts. Seeing the elegance of these
animals up close, month after month, could inspire viewers to learn more, give to conservation organizations, and advocate policies that
preserve their surroundings. The calendar, in its own subtle way, contributed to a larger conversation about the value of biodiversity and the
need to preserve these magnificent animals for future generations.

In conclusion, the National Geographic Big Cats 2017 Wall Calendar was more than a basic calendar; it was a celebration of big cats, a
powerful instructive tool, and a subtle yet effective champion for conservation. Its combination of excellent photography, accessible
information, and attractive format made it a cherished possession for many, leaving a permanent impression and contributing to a greater
understanding and appreciation for these awe-inspiring creatures.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. Q: Where can I find this calendar now?

A: Unfortunately, the 2017 calendar is no longer in production and is likely only available through pre-owned markets like eBay or similar
online marketplaces.

2. Q: Did the calendar include information on specific conservation projects?
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A: While it didn't specifically mention particular projects, the calendar's narratives of each species' conservation status implicitly highlighted
the need for conservation efforts.

3. Q: Was the calendar suitable for all age groups?

A: Yes, the calendar's combination of attractive images and accessible text made it appropriate for a wide range of ages, from children to
adults.

4. Q: What size was the calendar?

A: The exact dimensions would need to be confirmed through any available online listings of the product from previous years, but National
Geographic calendars generally are standard wall calendar sizes.
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