
Seeing Red
Hollywoods

Pixeled Skins
American

Indians And
Film Author
Prof Leanne

Howe
Published On

April 2013

Seeing Red:
Hollywood's



Seeing Red Hollywoods Pixeled Skins
American Indians And Film Author Prof
Leanne Howe Published On April 2013

Seeing Red Hollywoods Pixeled Skins
American Indians And Film Author Prof
Leanne Howe Published On April 2013
2

Pixelated
Skins,

American
Indians, and

Leanne Howe's
Critical Lens
(April 2013)

Introduction:

April 2013 witnessed the release
of a significant work examining

the historical and ongoing
misrepresentation of Native

Americans in Hollywood cinema.
Professor Leanne Howe's

insightful analysis, implicitly and
explicitly addressing themes of
"seeing red," highlighted the

damaging effects of stereotypical
portrayals, often characterized by
"pixeled skins"—a metaphor for

the simplistic and reductive



Seeing Red Hollywoods Pixeled Skins
American Indians And Film Author Prof
Leanne Howe Published On April 2013

Seeing Red Hollywoods Pixeled Skins
American Indians And Film Author Prof
Leanne Howe Published On April 2013
3

representations of Indigenous
peoples on screen. This article

delves into Howe's work,
exploring its key arguments and

continuing relevance in
understanding the complex

relationship between Hollywood,
its cinematic depictions, and the

lived experiences of Native
American communities. We will
examine the historical context,
analyze the specific criticisms

levelled by Howe, and discuss the
lasting impact of her scholarship
on Indigenous film studies and
representation. Keywords we'll

explore include: *Native American
representation in film*, *Leanne

Howe's film criticism*,
*Hollywood's portrayal of

Indigenous peoples*,
*stereotypical representation*,
and *Indigenous film studies*.

Hollywood's
Historical Erasure
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and the "Pixelated
Skin"

For decades, Hollywood's
portrayal of Native Americans has
been deeply problematic. Howe's

work, published in April 2013,
effectively dissects this history,
revealing the consistent use of

stereotypes that erase the
diversity and complexity of
Indigenous cultures. These

stereotypes often reduce Native
Americans to simplistic tropes:

the noble savage, the
bloodthirsty warrior, or the

vanishing race. This reductive
imagery, what Howe

metaphorically describes as
"pixeled skins," lacks the nuance
and depth necessary to represent

the rich tapestry of Indigenous
identities and experiences. This
simplistic representation strips
individuals of their humanity,

flattening their complex histories
into easily digestible, and

ultimately inaccurate, narratives
for mass consumption. The
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“pixelated skin” acts as a visual
representation of this erasure,

highlighting how cinematic
techniques often fail to portray

Native Americans as fully realized
human beings.

The Power of
Stereotypes:
Perpetuating

Harmful Myths
Howe's critique isn't merely about
inaccurate depictions; it’s about

the power of these stereotypes to
shape public perception and

perpetuate harmful myths. The
continued use of these clichés

reinforces negative stereotypes,
impacting how Native Americans

are perceived in society,
potentially leading to

discrimination and prejudice.
These stereotypes, frequently

present in early Hollywood
Westerns and persisting into

more modern films, rarely provide
accurate depictions of Indigenous
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cultures, often ignoring the
significant cultural diversity
across different tribes and

nations. The consequences of this
misrepresentation extend beyond
the screen, impacting real-world

interactions and societal
perceptions of Indigenous

peoples.

Leanne Howe's
Contributions to
Indigenous Film

Studies
Professor Howe's scholarship

represents a crucial contribution
to the field of Indigenous film
studies. Her work provides a

powerful framework for analyzing
Hollywood's cinematic

representations of Native
Americans, offering a critical lens
through which to understand the
historical context, the enduring
impact of harmful stereotypes,

and the need for more authentic
and representative portrayals.
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Her analysis goes beyond simply
identifying problematic

depictions; it delves into the
socio-political context, exploring
the power dynamics at play and

the ways in which cinematic
representations contribute to

systemic inequalities. She
provides scholars and filmmakers
alike with a framework for critical

engagement, challenging
conventional approaches and

advocating for greater Indigenous
agency in filmmaking.

Toward Authentic
Representation:
Moving Beyond

"Pixelated Skins"
Howe’s work implicitly calls for a

fundamental shift in how
Hollywood portrays Native

Americans. It demands a move
away from the superficial and

stereotypical depictions towards
more authentic and nuanced
representations that center
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Indigenous voices and
perspectives. This includes

actively engaging Indigenous
filmmakers, writers, and actors in

the creative process, ensuring
that stories are told from within

the community, rather than
imposed from without. It involves
challenging the ingrained biases

within the film industry and
promoting a collaborative
approach that prioritizes

accuracy, respect, and cultural
sensitivity. The goal is not simply

to avoid negative stereotypes,
but to create narratives that
celebrate the richness and

diversity of Indigenous cultures.

Conclusion: The
Enduring Legacy of

Howe's Critique
Leanne Howe's insightful

analysis, published in April 2013,
continues to resonate deeply

within Indigenous film studies and
beyond. Her concept of the
"pixelated skin" serves as a
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potent metaphor for the simplistic
and reductive representations

that have historically
characterized Hollywood's

portrayal of Native Americans.
Her work urges a critical re-

evaluation of cinematic
representations, highlighting the

need for more authentic,
nuanced, and respectful

portrayals that center Indigenous
voices and perspectives. The
ongoing struggle for accurate

representation underscores the
lasting importance of Howe’s

contribution to understanding the
complex relationship between

Hollywood, its cinematic
narratives, and the lived

experiences of Indigenous
peoples. The fight for accurate
representation is far from over,
and her work remains a crucial
tool in this ongoing struggle.

Frequently Asked
Questions (FAQ)

Q1: What is the significance
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of the "pixelated skin"
metaphor in Leanne Howe's

work?

A1: The "pixelated skin"
metaphor powerfully illustrates

the reductive and simplistic
nature of stereotypical

representations of Native
Americans in Hollywood films. It

suggests a lack of depth and
nuance in these portrayals,

reducing complex individuals and
cultures to easily digestible, often

inaccurate, visual tropes. The
pixels represent the fragmented

and incomplete picture
presented, failing to capture the

richness and diversity of
Indigenous identities.

Q2: How does Howe's work
contribute to the field of
Indigenous film studies?

A2: Howe's work provides a
crucial framework for critically

analyzing Hollywood's historical
and ongoing misrepresentations

of Native Americans. It provides a
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methodology for dissecting the
socio-political context of these

representations, highlighting the
power dynamics at play and the

ways in which cinematic
narratives perpetuate harmful

stereotypes and inequalities. Her
scholarship empowers future

research and encourages a more
critical and engaged approach to
the study of Indigenous cinema.

Q3: What are some specific
examples of stereotypical
portrayals Howe critiques?

A3: Howe critiques numerous
stereotypes, including the "noble

savage," the "bloodthirsty
warrior," and the "vanishing

race." These simplistic tropes
erase the diversity of Indigenous
cultures and reduce individuals to

easily digestible, often
dehumanizing, archetypes. She
analyzes how these portrayals

are perpetuated across different
eras of Hollywood filmmaking.

Q4: How can the film industry
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move towards more authentic
representations of Native

Americans?

A4: Moving towards authentic
representation requires a

multifaceted approach. This
includes actively involving

Indigenous filmmakers, writers,
and actors in the creative

process; ensuring that stories are
told from within the community;

challenging ingrained biases
within the industry; and

promoting a collaborative
approach that prioritizes

accuracy, respect, and cultural
sensitivity.

Q5: What is the lasting impact
of Howe's work?

A5: Howe's work has significantly
impacted Indigenous film studies,
prompting a critical re-evaluation
of Hollywood's representation of
Native Americans. It continues to
inspire ongoing discussions about
authenticity, representation, and
the need for Indigenous voices to
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be centered in storytelling. Her
critique serves as a call for

significant reform within the film
industry and a reminder of the

lasting impact of cinematic
representations.

Q6: Are there specific films
Howe analyzes in her work?

A6: While a specific list of films
isn't readily available in readily

accessible summaries of her work
from April 2013, her methodology

would likely involve analysis of
various films from different eras
of Hollywood, demonstrating the

consistent presence and
evolution of stereotypical

portrayals over time. Her analysis
would likely focus on the broader

patterns and recurring themes
rather than a single film.

Q7: How can we apply Howe's
critique to contemporary

films?

A7: Howe’s critique remains
relevant today. We can use her

framework to analyze
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contemporary films featuring
Native American characters,
assessing the accuracy and

sensitivity of their portrayals. We
should ask if the film centers

Indigenous voices and
perspectives, or if it relies on

tired stereotypes.

Q8: What are some resources
for learning more about
Indigenous film studies?

A8: To delve deeper into
Indigenous film studies, explore

academic journals focused on film
studies and Indigenous studies,
seek out books and articles by

Indigenous filmmakers and
scholars, and look for film

festivals and screenings that
showcase Indigenous cinema.

Many universities offer courses in
Indigenous film studies, providing

valuable resources for further
learning.

Seeing Red:
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Hollywood's Pixeled
Skins, American
Indians, and Film

Author Prof. Leanne
Howe (Published

April 2013)
Leanne Howe's insightful study of
Hollywood's depiction of Native
Americans, published in April
2013, remains a important
contribution to discussions

surrounding representation and
falsification in cinema. Her work

doesn't merely pinpoint
problematic portrayals; it reveals

the inherent biases and
ideological mechanisms that form

these images, and ultimately,
perpetuate harmful stereotypes.

This paper will delve into the
heart of Howe's arguments,

exploring her methodology and
the lasting impact of her

pioneering work.

Howe’s proposition centers on the
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notion of "pixeled skins," a
symbol for the diminished and
inauthentic representations of

Native Americans frequently seen
on screen. These aren't simply
incorrect depictions; they are
purposeful constructions that

fulfill to bolster existing
preconceptions and maintain
power structures. Instead of

nuanced individuals, Hollywood
often presents Native Americans

as shallow characters: the
ferocious warrior, the mystical
maiden, or the sage elder – all

lacking the scope of stories that
define any real population.

Howe effectively demonstrates
this through thorough textual

studies of numerous films,
following the evolution (or rather,

the lack thereof) of Native
American representation

throughout cinematic history. She
stresses how these images, often
rooted in colonialist narratives,
linger to affect contemporary

understandings and perceptions.
The "pixeled skin," the reduced



Seeing Red Hollywoods Pixeled Skins
American Indians And Film Author Prof
Leanne Howe Published On April 2013

Seeing Red Hollywoods Pixeled Skins
American Indians And Film Author Prof
Leanne Howe Published On April 2013
17

visual representation, reflects a
deeper, more disturbing

intellectual abridgement of Native
American cultures and

personalities.

A principal aspect of Howe's work
lies in her focus on the power of

Native filmmakers and
storytellers. She advocates for a
shift towards narratives that are
produced by Indigenous voices,
ensuring the genuineness and

accuracy of their own depictions.
This demand for Indigenous

authority of their own stories is
not merely a matter of political

correctness; it is a essential
condition for equitable and
respectful representation.

Howe’s contribution provides a
valuable structure for evaluating

cinematic representations of
marginalized communities. Her
work extends beyond movies to

broader debates on
representation in other channels.
The implications of her findings
are far-reaching and relevant to
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researchers across various
domains, including Indigenous

studies.

By understanding Howe's
evaluation, we can initiate to

dismantle the detrimental effects
of stereotypical portrayals and

endeavor to a more fair and
representative cinema. This

necessitates a mutual
undertaking from filmmakers,
organizations, and consumers
alike. The goal is not simply to

avoid offensive depictions, but to
actively promote authentic

storytelling and diverse
narratives.

In wrap-up, Leanne Howe's 2013
publication serves as a potent call

for reform in Hollywood's
portrayal of Native Americans.
Her insightful examination of

"pixeled skins" unveils the
entrenched biases shaping these

images and provokes us to re-
examine the obligation we have

in promoting authentic and
respectful representation in
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media.

Frequently Asked Questions
(FAQs):

1. What is the significance of
the "pixeled skins" metaphor?

The metaphor highlights the
simplified and often inaccurate
visual representations of Native
Americans in film, reflecting a

deeper underlying simplification
of their complex cultures and

identities.

2. How does Howe's work
impact the field of film

studies? Howe's work provides a
crucial framework for analyzing
representations of marginalized

groups in cinema, prompting
critical discussions about power
dynamics, authenticity, and the

importance of Indigenous voices.

3. What practical steps can be
taken to address the issues
raised by Howe? Supporting

Indigenous filmmakers,
demanding more accurate and

nuanced representations in
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mainstream media, and engaging
in critical discussions about

representation are all crucial
steps.

4. How relevant is Howe's
work today? Howe's insights

remain strikingly relevant,
highlighting the persistent

challenges in achieving truly
equitable representation of

Indigenous peoples in media,
even in the current era.
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