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On Free Choice of the Will:
A Hackett Classics Deep Dive

The enduring question of free will, the capacity of
agents to make choices that are genuinely their own, has
captivated philosophers for millennia. This exploration
delves into *On Free Choice of the Will*, a seminal work
by Augustine of Hippo, as presented in the Hackett
Classics series. We'll examine its historical context,
explore Augustine's arguments for and against free will,
analyze the text's enduring relevance, and discuss its
value as a cornerstone of philosophical inquiry within
the Hackett Classics collection. This in-depth look will
cover Augustine's philosophy, the *Hackett Classics*
edition itself, and the lasting impact of this
influential work.

Augustine's Argument: A Grappling with
Free Choice

Augustine's *On Free Choice of the Will*, written in the
5th century CE, is not a simple treatise advocating for
or against free will. Instead, it presents a nuanced and
complex argument, engaging with various philosophical
positions through a series of dialogues. The work's
structure, featuring a conversation between Augustine and
Evodius, allows for a natural unfolding of arguments and
counter-arguments. The text cleverly avoids simple
pronouncements, opting instead for a dialectical approach
that forces the reader to actively participate in the
philosophical exploration. Understanding this dialectic
is key to appreciating Augustine's sophisticated
treatment of free will, often seen as a central
contribution to the philosophical debate on moral
responsibility.

The core tension lies in reconciling human freedom with
God's omnipotence and foreknowledge. Augustine grapples
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with the seeming paradox: if God knows everything that
will happen, including our choices, are those choices
truly free? He addresses this head-on, acknowledging the
challenge but ultimately arguing that human will, while
limited, possesses a genuine capacity for choice. He
deftly navigates the theological implications,
emphasizing the role of divine grace in enabling human
freedom rather than eliminating it.

Augustine further distinguishes between different types
of freedom. He differentiates between the freedom to do
as one wills and the freedom to will what is good. He
posits that true freedom resides in the ability to choose
the good, a capacity that is strengthened through the
influence of divine grace. This aspect of his argument
significantly impacted later theological and
philosophical discussions on divine grace and the human
condition. The discussion of human agency within the
limitations of a divinely ordained world remains a
central theme throughout the work.

The Hackett Classics Edition:
Accessibility and Scholarship

The Hackett Classics edition of *On Free Choice of the
Will* provides invaluable access to this significant
text. Hackett is renowned for producing high-quality,
scholarly editions of classical works, and this volume 1is
no exception. The edition typically includes:

e A clear and concise introduction, providing context
for Augustine's life and works, placing the text
within its historical setting, and highlighting its
key themes.

e Helpful footnotes, clarifying difficult passages and
explaining relevant historical and philosophical
concepts. These notes enhance understanding
significantly, especially for readers unfamiliar with
patristic philosophy.

e A thorough index, allowing for easy navigation of the
text and quick reference to specific concepts and
terms.

e A well-structured text, making the dialogues easy to
follow and comprehend.

The accessibility of this edition is a significant factor
in its success. While Augustine's ideas are complex, the
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Hackett presentation simplifies the journey for students
and scholars alike. This thoughtful editing ensures that
this foundational text remains readily accessible to a
broad audience interested in philosophy of religion.

Enduring Relevance: A Continuing
Conversation

The questions raised in *On Free Choice of the Will*
remain strikingly relevant today. The debate surrounding
free will continues to be central to philosophical,
theological, and even scientific discussions. Augustine’s
exploration of human agency and moral responsibility
continues to resonate with contemporary thinkers
grappling with issues of determinism, compatibilism, and
libertarianism.

The text’s enduring relevance stems from its ability to
articulate the fundamental tension between human autonomy
and the existence of a powerful, omniscient God. This
central dilemma has prompted centuries of debate, and
Augustine's contribution continues to inspire new
insights and interpretations. His nuanced perspective,
avoiding simplistic answers, allows the text to remain a
vital resource for navigating these complex issues.

Value and Key Messages: A Synthesis

*0On Free Choice of the Will* offers significant value to
readers interested in philosophy, theology, and the
history of ideas. Its central message lies in the
exploration of human freedom within a theistic framework.
The book doesn't offer simple answers but rather provides
a detailed examination of a fundamental philosophical
problem. Augustine's sophisticated approach, using the
dialogue format, encourages active engagement with the
material, pushing the reader to critically evaluate the
arguments presented. The work’s enduring value lies in
its enduring relevance and its ability to provoke thought
and stimulate further discussion. The clarity and
scholarship of the Hackett Classics edition further
contribute to its significant value as a resource for
students and scholars alike.
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Conclusion: A Legacy of Inquiry

Augustine's *On Free Choice of the Will*, as presented in
the Hackett Classics edition, offers a rich and rewarding
engagement with a pivotal philosophical issue. The text's
historical context, Augustine's nuanced arguments, and
the accessibility of the Hackett edition combine to
create a powerful resource for anyone interested in
exploring the enduring question of free will. The work's
enduring relevance and its ability to stimulate ongoing
philosophical debate solidify its place as a crucial
contribution to the field.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

Q1l: What is the main argument of *On Free Choice of the
Will*?

Al: The central argument explores the compatibility of
free will and divine omnipotence. Augustine doesn't offer
a simple resolution but instead examines the nature of
human choice, differentiating between the will to do
something and the will to choose the good. He argues for
the existence of free will while acknowledging the
limitations imposed by human nature and the role of
divine grace.

Q2: How does Augustine define free will?

A2: Augustine's conception of free will is not absolute.
He distinguishes between the freedom to act as one wills
and the freedom to will what is good. True freedom, for
Augustine, lies in the capacity to choose the good, a
capacity aided by divine grace. This understanding avoids
a simplistic view of free will as unconstrained action.

Q3: What is the significance of the dialogue format in
the book?

A3: The dialogue format between Augustine and Evodius
allows for a natural unfolding of arguments and counter-
arguments, forcing the reader to actively engage with the
philosophical problems. It mirrors the way philosophical
discussions often take place, fostering critical
reflection rather than simply presenting a set of
conclusions.
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Q4: How does the Hackett Classics edition enhance the
reading experience?

A4: The Hackett edition provides crucial context through
an introduction and helpful footnotes, clarifying
difficult passages and explaining relevant historical and
philosophical concepts. Its clear presentation and
readily available scholarly apparatus make a complex text
more accessible.

Q5: What are some of the contemporary implications of
Augustine's work?

A5: Augustine's discussion of free will, divine grace,
and moral responsibility remains relevant to contemporary
discussions in philosophy, theology, and even
neuroscience. His arguments continue to shape debates on
determinism, compatibilism, and libertarian free will.

Q6: Who is the intended audience for this book?

A6: The book is beneficial to anyone interested in
philosophy, theology, the history of ideas, or the
ongoing debate on free will. It is suitable for
undergraduate and postgraduate students, scholars, and
anyone with an interest in these fields. The Hackett
edition's accessibility makes it suitable for a broad
range of readers.

Q7: How does Augustine's understanding of free will
differ from other philosophical perspectives?

A7: Augustine's perspective differs significantly from
purely deterministic views that deny free will entirely.
It also distinguishes itself from some libertarian views
by emphasizing the role of divine grace in enabling the
capacity for choosing good. His nuanced position
integrates theological and philosophical considerations,
setting it apart from purely secular philosophical
approaches to the topic.

Q8: What are some alternative resources for further study
on free will?

A8: For further exploration of free will, readers might

consult works by contemporary philosophers such as Peter
van Inwagen, Robert Kane, and Alfred Mele. Studying other
works within the Hackett Classics series that engage with
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similar themes can also provide valuable insights.

Delving into the Depths of Free Will:
A Look at Hackett's Classics

The inquiry of free will has confounded philosophers and
theologians for eras . Is our action truly our own, a
outcome of conscious decision-making , or are we merely
robots dancing to the tune of established forces beyond
our grasp ? This important discussion finds fertile
ground in the works published by Hackett Publishing
Company, a publisher renowned for its superior editions
of classic philosophical texts. Examining these editions
offers a unique angle on the enduring struggle of
understanding free will.

Hackett's commitment to precision in its translations and
annotations makes its publications invaluable resources
for researchers engaging with this intricate topic. The
range of texts available — from ancient Greek
philosophers like Aristotle to modern thinkers like
Sartre — allows for a comprehensive exploration of the
various viewpoints surrounding free will. We can trace
the evolution of thought on this matter over time,
witnessing how different philosophical schools have
tackled this fundamental inquiry .

One essential aspect highlighted by many Hackett editions
is the relationship between free will and determinism.
Determinism, the belief that all events, including human
actions, are causally determined by prior events, poses a
direct opposition to the concept of free will. If every
action is the inevitable effect of preceding causes, how
can we claim to have genuine freedom of choice ?

Hackett’'s editions often include insightful prologues and
annotations that illuminate the historical and
philosophical background of these debates. This setting
is crucial for understanding the subtleties of the
arguments presented. For example , studying Aristotle's
views within the context of ancient Greek metaphysics
helps us appreciate the boundaries of his perspective
compared to modern conceptions of causality and agency.

Furthermore, exploring texts from varied philosophical
traditions — such as those found within the Hackett
collection — allows us to acknowledge the historical
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influences on the understanding of free will. What
constitutes free will might vary depending on the
prevailing perspective and the social values of a given
era.

The practical implications of the free will debate are
considerable . Our knowledge of free will influences our
juridical systems, our moral reasoning, and even our
personal responsibilities . If we lack true free will,
are we still responsible for our actions? The responses
to these queries have profound implications for culture
as a whole.

Hackett Classics, through its diverse collection of
philosophical texts, provides an remarkable opportunity
to delve into the center of this enduring debate . By
engaging with these works, readers can gain a deeper
grasp of the different viewpoints on free will and their
implications for our lives . The clarity of the
translations and the advantageous annotations offered by
Hackett ensure an approachable entry point for all levels
of philosophical expertise.

In conclusion, the exploration of free will through the
lens of Hackett Classics offers a copious and satisfying
experience. It allows us to participate with some of
history's greatest minds, wrestle with intricate
philosophical principles, and gain a more profound
comprehension of ourselves and the world around us. The
accessibility provided by Hackett's publications makes
this important philosophical journey achievable for a
broad public

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Ql: Why is Hackett Publishing Company particularly
relevant to studying free will?

Al: Hackett is known for its scholarly editions of
classic philosophical texts, providing accurate
translations and helpful annotations crucial for
understanding complex arguments surrounding free will.
Their range of authors across different eras ensures a
comprehensive study.

Q2: How does the concept of determinism challenge the
idea of free will?
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A2: Determinism argues that all events, including human
actions, are causally determined by prior events. This
directly contradicts the notion of free will, which
suggests we have genuine freedom of choice independent of
causal chains.

Q3: What are the practical implications of believing or
not believing in free will?

A3: Beliefs about free will influence our legal systems
(responsibility for actions), moral reasoning (assigning
blame or praise), and personal approaches to self-
improvement and responsibility.

Q4: Are there any modern perspectives on free will not
covered by Hackett's Classics?

A4: While Hackett offers a strong selection, modern
perspectives, like compatibilism (the belief that free
will and determinism are compatible), might require
exploring supplementary material beyond the Hackett
collection. However, Hackett's editions provide a solid
foundation for understanding the historical context
essential to grasping contemporary debates.
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