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Collectible  Glass
Buttons  of  the
Twentieth Century: A
Sparkling History
The subtle gleam of a vintage glass button, its
colors vibrant despite the passage of decades,
hints at a rich history. Collectible glass buttons
of the twentieth century represent more than
mere fasteners;  they are miniature works of
art,  reflecting  the  stylistic  shifts  and
technological  advancements  of  the  era.  This
article  delves  into  the  fascinating  world  of
these  collectible  treasures,  exploring  their
diverse  styles,  manufacturing  processes,  and
the enduring appeal that makes them sought-
after items for collectors worldwide. We will
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also examine the key factors to consider when
starting a collection, including vintage glass
button  identification,  Art  Deco  glass
buttons,  pressed  glass  buttons,  and  the
importance  of  button  condit ion  in
determining  value.

The  Allure  of  Twentieth-
Century  Glass  Buttons
The twentieth century witnessed a remarkable
evolution  in  button  production,  moving  from
predominantly handmade techniques to mass-
produced  methods.  This  period  saw  an
explosion  of  innovat ive  designs  and
manufacturing  processes,  resulting  in  a
breathtaking  array  of  glass  buttons.  These
buttons weren't simply functional; they became
decorative  elements,  showcasing  the  artistry
and ingenuity of  the time. From the elegant
simplicity of early 1900s designs to the bold
geometric patterns of the Art Deco era and the
playful motifs of the mid-century, glass buttons
mirror the societal and aesthetic trends of each
decade.  Their  vibrant  colors,  intricate
detailing, and the sheer variety available make
them irresistible to collectors.
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Types  and  Styles  of
Collectible  Glass  Buttons
The sheer diversity of collectible glass buttons
from the 20th century is astounding. Several
key  manufacturing  processes  and  stylistic
influences  shaped  their  production:

Pressed Glass Buttons:  This  was the
dominant  method  of  mass  production.
Molten  glass  was  pressed  into  molds,
creating  intricate  patterns  and  designs
with  remarkable  speed  and  efficiency.
These buttons are often found in large
quantities and come in a wide range of
colors  and  sty les ,  making  them
accessible  entry  points  for  new
collectors.  Examples  include  floral
designs,  geometric  shapes,  and  even
depictions of popular imagery from the
time period.

Art Deco Glass Buttons: The Art Deco
movement  of  the  1920s  and  1930s
significantly  influenced  button  design.
Characterized by geometric shapes, bold
colors,  and  streamlined  elegance,  Art
Deco  glass  buttons  are  highly  sought
after  for  their  sophisticated  aesthetic.
Look for bold lines, symmetrical patterns,
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and the use of contrasting colors. These
buttons often feature stepped designs or
stylized floral motifs.

Hand-blown Glass Buttons: While less
common due to higher production costs,
hand-blown glass buttons represent the
pinnacle of craftsmanship. These buttons
are often unique, with subtle variations
in size,  color,  and shape,  making each
one  a  special  piece.  Their  value  is
typically higher due to their rarity and
the  labor-intensive  nature  of  their
creation.

Millefiori  Glass  Buttons:  These
exquisite  buttons  feature  intricate
patterns  created  from  the  fusion  of
different  colored  glass  rods.  The
resulting  cross-sections  reveal  dazzling
floral  or  geometric  designs.  Millefiori
buttons are particularly prized for their
complexity  and  beauty,  frequently
d e m o n s t r a t i n g  e x c e p t i o n a l
craftsmanship.  These buttons represent
the  pinnacle  of  sophistication  in  glass
button making.
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Assessing  Condition  and
Value: A Collector's Guide
The condition  of  a  glass  button  significantly
impacts  its  value.  Collectors  meticulously
examine  several  factors:

Integrity:  Check  for  chips,  cracks,  or
other  damage  to  the  button's  surface.
Even small imperfections can reduce its
worth.

Color:  Fading  or  discoloration  can
indicate  age  and  wear  but  might  not
always  negatively  affect  value.  Some
variations  are  considered  desirable  by
collectors.

Finish: Examine the button's surface for
any signs of wear, scratches, or dulling of
the original luster.

Rarity: The scarcity of a specific design
or type of button drastically influences its
value.  Rare  buttons,  particularly  those
with unique designs or  maker's  marks,
can fetch significantly higher prices.

Maker's  Marks:  Identifying  the
manufacturer  can  add  considerable
value.  Researching  makers  and  their
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associated  styles  is  a  key  aspect  of
advanced collecting.

Vintage glass button identification can be
aided  by  resources  like  online  databases,
auction  records,  and  specialized  books  on
buttons.

Building  Your  Collection:
Tips  for  Beginners  and
Experts
Starting a collection of twentieth-century glass
buttons is an engaging and rewarding hobby.
Whether  you're  a  seasoned  collector  or  just
starting, here are some tips:

Start  Small:  Begin  by  focusing  on  a
specific era, style, or color scheme. This
helps to build a cohesive and manageable
collection.

Research: Learn about different types of
glass  buttons,  their  manufacturing
methods,  and  their  value.  Online
resources  and  antique  shows  can  be
invaluable.

Join Communities: Connect with other
collectors through online forums, social
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media  groups,  or  button  collecting
societies.  Sharing  knowledge  and
resources  is  crucial.

Attend Auctions and Shows:  Antique
shows  and  auctions  offer  excellent
opportunities  to  find  rare  and  unique
glass buttons at competitive prices.

Proper Storage: Keep your buttons safe
and protected from damage using acid-
free storage materials.

Conclusion:  A  Lasting
Legacy
Collectible  glass  buttons  of  the  twentieth
century  offer  a  captivating  window into  the
past.  They  are  more  than  just  functional
objects;  they  represent  artistic  expression,
technological advancement, and the enduring
fascination with beautiful,  handcrafted items.
Whether you're drawn to their vibrant colors,
intricate  designs,  or  historical  significance,
these  miniature  works  of  art  provide  a
rewarding collecting experience,  offering the
joy of discovery and the thrill of the hunt. The
careful study of pressed glass buttons,  the
elegance of Art Deco glass buttons, and the
appreciation of  overall  button condition  all
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contribute to the rich tapestry of this collecting
field.

FAQ
Q1: How can I determine the age of a glass
button?

A1:  Determining  the  precise  age  of  a  glass
button  can  be  challenging  without  maker's
marks or detailed historical context. However,
stylistic  features,  manufacturing  techniques,
and the presence of specific colors or patterns
can provide clues. Comparing your button to
images and descriptions in reference books or
online  databases  can  help  narrow down the
possible time period.

Q2:  Where  can  I  find  collectible  glass
buttons?

A2: Collectible glass buttons can be found at
antique  shops,  flea  markets,  online  auction
sites (eBay, Etsy),  antique shows, and estate
sales.  Joining  online  collecting  communities
can also provide access to private sellers.

Q3: How should I  clean collectible glass
buttons?

A3: Gentle cleaning is essential to preserve the
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condition  of  your  buttons.  Avoid  harsh
chemicals or abrasive materials.  A soft  cloth
dampened  with  distilled  water  is  usually
sufficient. For more stubborn dirt, a very soft
brush can be used. Always test any cleaning
method on an inconspicuous area first.

Q4:  What  are  some  common  mistakes
beginners  make  when  collecting  glass
buttons?

A4:  Common  mistakes  include  purchasing
buttons without adequately researching their
authenticity  or  condition,  neglecting  proper
storage  techniques,  and  failing  to  document
their  collection  properly.  Starting  with  a
focused collecting strategy and learning from
experienced  collectors  can  help  avoid  these
pitfalls.

Q5: How can I determine the value of my
glass buttons?

A5:  Determining  the  value  of  glass  buttons
requires  researching similar  items that  have
sold  recently.  Online  auction  sites,  antique
dealer  price  guides,  and  consulting  with
experienced appraisers can provide estimates.
Condition,  rarity,  and  maker's  marks  all
significantly  impact  value.
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Q6: Are there any resources available to
help me identify glass buttons?

A6:  Yes,  several  resources  can  aid  in
identifying  glass  buttons.  Online  databases,
specialized  books  on  button  collecting,  and
contacting  experienced  collectors  or  button
societies are excellent starting points.

Q7:  What  are  some  popular  online
communities for glass button collectors?

A7:  Several  online  forums  and  social  media
groups cater to button collectors. Search for
terms  like  "button  collecting,"  "vintage
buttons," or "antique buttons" on platforms like
Facebook,  Reddit,  or  specialized  collector
forums.

Q8:  How can  I  protect  my  glass  button
collection from damage?

A8: Store your buttons individually in acid-free
sleeves or compartments to prevent scratching.
Avoid exposure to direct sunlight or extreme
temperatures,  as  this  can  cause  fading  or
damage. Consider using archival-quality boxes
or display cases for long-term storage.
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A  Sparkl ing  History:
Collectible Glass Buttons of
the Twentieth Century
The  fascinating  world  of  collectible  glass
buttons offers a unique lens through which to
investigate  the  social,  economic,  and
technological changes of the twentieth century.
These seemingly humble adornments, far from
being  merely  functional,  serve  as  tiny  time
capsules,  displaying  the  manifold  styles,
manufacturing techniques, and creative trends
of the era. From the elegant Art Deco designs
to the lively colors of the mid-century modern
period, these glass buttons narrate a extensive
story waiting to be uncovered.

The production of glass buttons experienced a
significant boom during the twentieth century,
powered  by  several  factors.  Advances  in
glassmaking  technology,  such  as  the
development  of  novel  glass  formulas  and
automated  manufacturing  processes,  allowed
for mass production of excellent buttons at a
relatively inexpensive cost. This rendered glass
buttons accessible to a much broader range of
consumers, resulting to their extensive use in
garments.
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The  beginning  decades  of  the  twentieth
century  saw  the  dominance  of  plain  glass
buttons,  often  incorporating  clear  or  light
colors. These buttons were frequently used on
everyday garments, acting a purely utilitarian
purpose. However, as the century progressed,
design  innovation  flourished.  The  Art  Deco
period, for case, witnessed the appearance of
linear  designs,  vivid  colors,  and  the  use  of
shiny  effects.  Buttons  illustrating  these
fashionable aesthetics are now highly desired
by collectors.

The  mid-century  modern  era  introduced  a
distinct  aesthetic,  characterized  by  natural
shapes,  neutral  tones,  and  a  emphasis  on
simplicity  and  functionality.  The  arrival  of
plastics as a rival material failed to diminish
the  appeal  of  glass  buttons,  but  instead
affected their design. Many glass buttons from
this  period  include  delicate  texture  and
interesting  color  combinations.

The  late  twentieth  century  saw a  revival  of
passion in vintage and antique items, such as
glass  buttons.  This  rekindled  appreciation
caused to a growing collector's market,  with
dedicated dealers and online sites emerging to
serve this need.
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Collecting  twentieth-century  glass  buttons
offers numerous advantages. Beyond the visual
enjoyment  derived  from  possessing  these
lovely objects, collecting provides opportunities
for social  learning. Each button tells a story
about  its  time of  origin,  displaying  not  only
trends  but  also  industrial  processes  and
economic conditions. The act of collecting itself
fosters  exploration,  perseverance,  and
recognition  for  skill.

Building  a  valuable  collection  requires
thorough  consideration  and  research.
Authenticity is paramount, and collectors must
hone their ability to recognize genuine vintage
buttons from reproductions. Attending antique
shows, networking with other collectors, and
exploring online databases and literature are
all  vital  aspects  of  building  a  successful
collection. Proper preservation of the buttons
is also crucial to maintain their condition and
importance.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

Q1:  Where  can  I  find  collectible  glass
buttons?

A1:  You can find collectible glass buttons at
antique  shops,  flea  markets,  online  auction
sites  (eBay,  Etsy),  and  specialized  online
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button  shops.  Antique  shows  and  button-
collecting  conventions  are  also  excellent
sources.

Q2: How can I determine the value of a
glass button?

A2:  The value of a glass button depends on
several factors including age, rarity, condition,
maker  (if  known),  design,  and  the  current
market  demand.  Researching similar  buttons
online and consulting with experienced button
collectors or dealers can help estimate value.

Q3: How should I clean and care for my
glass buttons?

A3:  Gently  clean  glass  buttons  with  a  soft
brush  and  mild  soapy  water.  Avoid  harsh
chemicals  or  abrasive  cleaners.  Rinse
thoroughly  and dry gently  with a  soft  cloth.
Store buttons in acid-free containers or boxes
to prevent damage.

Q4: What are some resources for learning
more about collectible glass buttons?

A4:  Numerous  books,  websites,  and  online
forums  are  dedicated  to  button  collecting.
Joining a button collecting club or society can
provide access to experienced collectors and



Collectible Glass Buttons Of The Twentieth Century

Collectible Glass Buttons Of The Twentieth Century
15

valuable resources.

In closing, the exploration of collectible glass
buttons  of  the  twentieth  century  provides  a
exceptional and fulfilling journey through time.
These small objects offer a strong window into
the  past,  revealing  details  about  trends,
creation processes, and the cultural context of
the era.  By understanding their  background,
collectors can value the skill and craftsmanship
involved in  their  creation,  and link with the
rich heritage they embody.
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