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Texas Politics Today: A 2015-2016
Retrospective

The years 2015 and 2016 witnessed a dynamic period in Texas politics, shaped by
significant legislative battles, gubernatorial elections, and evolving social and
economic landscapes. This article provides an in-depth look at the key events and
trends that defined Texas political landscape during this period, focusing on issues
like Republican dominance, the 2016 Presidential election in Texas, and the
ongoing debate surrounding immigration in Texas.
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The Unwavering Grip of the Republican Party

Texas's political landscape in 2015 and 2016 was overwhelmingly dominated by the
Republican Party. This continued a long-standing trend, solidified by strong
conservative sentiment across the state. The Republican Party controlled both houses
of the Texas Legislature and held all major statewide elected offices. This dominance
shaped the legislative agenda, resulting in the passage of laws reflecting conservative
priorities.

#4## Legislative Priorities and Outcomes

The 2015 legislative session saw the passage of several significant pieces of
legislation, many reflecting the Republican Party's platform. These included measures
addressing issues such as:

e Bathroom Bills: Debates surrounding transgender bathroom access gained
national attention, highlighting the tension between conservative social values
and LGBTQ+ rights. While a bill mandating bathroom usage based on assigned
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sex at birth failed to pass in 2015, the debate foreshadowed similar conflicts in
subsequent years.
e Voter ID Laws: Existing voter ID laws remained a central point of contention,
with ongoing legal challenges and debates about their impact on voter access.
e Education Reform: Education funding and reforms were constantly debated,
reflecting the ongoing struggle to balance budgetary constraints with the needs
of a growing and diverse student population.

The 2016 legislative session, while less dramatic in terms of major policy shifts, still
saw significant activity on issues relating to budget appropriations, infrastructure
spending, and ongoing efforts to regulate certain industries.

The 2016 Presidential Election in Texas

The 2016 Presidential election played a significant role in shaping the political
discourse in Texas. While Texas has consistently voted Republican in Presidential
elections, the contest between Donald Trump and Hillary Clinton brought heightened
attention to the state’s political divisions. Trump's victory, though expected,
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underscored the strength of conservative support within the state and highlighted the
ongoing struggle for influence between different factions within the Republican Party
itself.

##4# Intra-Party Dynamics

The Republican primary saw a fiercely contested race, with Ted Cruz, the junior
Senator from Texas, making a strong bid for the nomination. Cruz's campaign, while
ultimately unsuccessful, exposed fault lines within the Republican Party in Texas and

nationally, illustrating the ongoing battle between establishment and populist wings of
the party. Trump's subsequent victory over Clinton in Texas, albeit by a large margin,
didn't fully obscure these underlying tensions.

Immigration in Texas: A Persistent Issue

Immigration remained a highly debated topic throughout 2015 and 2016, fueling
political discussion at both the state and national levels. The state's significant border
with Mexico made it a focal point for immigration enforcement debates. This included
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discussions about border security measures, the role of local law enforcement, and
the rights of undocumented immigrants.

#4## Policy Responses and Impacts

Texas's policies concerning undocumented immigrants were, and continue to be, a
major source of contention. The state's stance on immigration often reflects the
broader conservative values prominent in its political landscape. This shaped
legislation aimed at controlling undocumented immigration, even in the face of legal
challenges and ongoing debate about the humanitarian and economic implications of
these policies.

Economic Shifts and Their Political Repercussions

The period of 2015-2016 also saw fluctuations in the Texas economy, impacting
political discussions. The oil price crash early in this period significantly affected the
state's revenue projections and led to budget debates centering on balancing fiscal

responsibility with investment in public services like education and infrastructure. This
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economic instability, in turn, contributed to the political discourse surrounding tax
policy, government spending, and economic development strategies.

Conclusion

Texas politics in 2015 and 2016 offered a fascinating snapshot of a state grappling
with significant national and statewide issues. The unwavering dominance of the
Republican Party, the impact of the 2016 Presidential election, the ongoing debate
over immigration, and fluctuating economic conditions all contributed to a dynamic
and often contentious political environment. Analyzing this period provides valuable
insight into the ongoing evolution of Texas politics and its influence on the broader
national landscape.

FAQ

Q1: What was the role of the Texas Legislature during this period?
Al: The Texas Legislature played a crucial role, passing legislation reflecting the
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conservative priorities of the Republican Party's dominance. Key areas included
attempts at regulating bathroom access based on gender, maintaining and
strengthening voter ID laws, and continuous debates over education funding and
reform. The legislative sessions also dealt with budget issues significantly impacted
by the oil price downturn.

Q2: How did the 2016 Presidential election impact Texas politics?

A2: The 2016 election, while resulting in an expected Republican victory for Trump,
highlighted the existing divisions within the Republican Party in Texas, made evident
by the primary contest between Trump and Ted Cruz. It also intensified national
political discussions about immigration and other issues within the state.

Q3: What were the major issues concerning immigration in Texas during this
time?

A3: The issues revolving around immigration largely focused on border security, local
law enforcement involvement in immigration enforcement, and the rights and
treatment of undocumented immigrants. These debates directly influenced state
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policy and frequently involved legal challenges to various legislative actions.
Q4: How did the oil price crash affect Texas politics?

A4: The oil price crash created significant budget challenges for Texas, leading to
intense debates about spending cuts, prioritizing funding for crucial public services
(like education), and exploring alternative economic development strategies to
diversify the state's economy and reduce its dependence on the oil and gas sector.

Q5: What were some of the key differences between the 2015 and 2016
legislative sessions?

A5: While both sessions reflected the Republican Party's platform, 2015 witnessed
more high-profile and nationally televised debates, particularly surrounding
transgender bathroom access, while 2016 focused more on budget issues and
implementing previously passed legislation, dealing with the fallout from the oil price
crash and its subsequent impact on the state's revenue.

Q6: Were there any significant independent or third-party movements
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during this period?

AG6: While the Republican Party maintained its firm grip on power, independent and
third-party candidates had limited success in challenging the established two-party
system. Their influence remained relatively small, although their presence did reflect
some degree of dissatisfaction with the dominant political parties' platforms and
approaches.

Q7: How did the media landscape influence Texas politics in 2015-2016?

A7: The media, both traditional and online, played a crucial role in shaping public
opinion and disseminating information about key political events. The prevalence of
partisan media outlets further complicated the information landscape, contributing to
the polarization of political debate.

Q8: What were some of the long-term impacts of the political events of
2015-2016 on Texas?

A8: The political events of 2015-2016 set the stage for ongoing debates concerning
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immigration, education reform, and economic diversification in Texas. The Republican
Party's continued dominance solidified the state's conservative political identity,
influencing future legislative priorities and electoral outcomes. The tensions and
divisions within the Republican Party, revealed during this period, also continued to
play out in subsequent years.

Texas Politics Today: 2015-2016 Edition Only

The Lone Star State’s political landscape in 2015 and 2016 was a dynamic tapestry
woven with threads of Republican ascendancy, intense debates over essential issues,
and the clear shadow of the approaching presidential election. This period witnessed

a continuation of long-standing ideological trends, while also signaling significant
shifts in the state's governmental direction.

The Republican Stronghold: Texas remained firmly in Conservative hands during
this period. Governor Greg Abbott, sworn in in 2015, maintained the Lone Star State's
conservative trajectory. His government prioritized issues important to the Republican
base, such as lowering regulation, supporting free markets, and strengthening border
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protection. The GOP-dominated legislature enacted legislation reflecting these
priorities, often leading to intense disagreements with Democratic lawmakers and
advocacy associations.

Key Legislative Battles: Several important legislative battles defined the
2015-2016 political atmosphere. The highly publicized "bathroom bill," seeking to
restrict restroom access based on assigned sex at birth, sparked broad protest, both
within and outside the state, highlighting the increasing tensions between
conservative and progressive values. Other disputed issues included budgetary
support for public education, national security measures, and firearms legislation.
These debates illustrated deep fractures within Texas society, extending beyond the
traditional partisan divide.

The 2016 Presidential Election: The impending 2016 presidential election cast a
long shadow Texas politics. The nominating process produced considerable
excitement, with various candidates vying for the GOP nomination. While Texas
ultimately strongly favored for Donald Trump in the general election, the election
cycle revealed some differences within the Texas' conservative party, foreshadowing
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potential upcoming difficulties.

Economic Undercurrents: The Texas' healthy economy throughout this period had
a substantial role in shaping the conversation. While worries about wealth distribution
continued, the general affluence contributed to the persistent support for GOP
policies, at least among some groups of the population. However, this monetary
success was not uniformly shared, contributing to social disparities which continued to
affect the political environment.

Conclusion: Texas politics during 2015 and 2016 presented a complex interplay of
long-standing ideological trends and developing issues. The GOP party's dominant
position remained undisputed, yet nuances of conflict within the organization itself
and across the broader society began to surface. The legislative battles and the
upcoming presidential election highlighted the deep splits within Texas society,
setting the stage for future political developments.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. What was the biggest political issue in Texas during 2015-2016? The
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"bathroom bill" generated the most broad international debate. Other significant
issues included education funding and immigration strategies.

2. How did the 2016 presidential election impact Texas politics? The election
heightened existing ideological conflicts and affected the tone of legislative debates.

3. What role did the economy play in Texas politics during this period? The
strong economy strengthened endorsement for conservative policies throughout
certain segments of the population, but income disparity remained a significant

unaddressed issue.

4. What were the major accomplishments of Governor Greg Abbott's early
term? Abbott emphasized cutting government spending and improving border
security, reflecting the priorities of the state's powerful partisan party.
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