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New Jersey Law of Personal Injury:
Understanding the 2017 Model Jury
Charges
Navigating the complexities of personal injury law in New Jersey can be daunting. This
article aims to shed light on the crucial role of the 2017 Model Jury Charges in New Jersey
personal injury cases, providing a comprehensive understanding for both legal
professionals and individuals facing such claims. We'll delve into the significance of these
charges, how they're applied, and their impact on verdicts. Understanding these charges is
key to successfully pursuing or defending a personal injury claim in the Garden State.

Introduction to New Jersey Personal Injury Law and
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the 2017 Model Jury Charges
New Jersey's personal injury law is governed by a complex interplay of statutes, case law,
and procedural rules. At the heart of a successful personal injury lawsuit lies the ability to
prove negligence. This involves demonstrating that the defendant owed a duty of care to
the plaintiff, breached that duty, and that this breach directly caused the plaintiff's injuries.
The 2017 Model Jury Charges, published by the New Jersey Supreme Court, provide
standardized instructions to juries on the applicable law in various personal injury
scenarios. These charges are designed to ensure consistency and fairness in jury
deliberations, promoting a clearer understanding of the legal principles involved. Key
elements like negligence, causation, and damages are explicitly defined within these
charges, forming the foundation for jury verdicts.

Key Elements of the 2017 Model Jury Charges in
Personal Injury Cases
The 2017 Model Jury Charges offer detailed instructions on numerous aspects of personal
injury claims. Some crucial elements included are:

Negligence: The charges clearly outline the elements of negligence, including the
duty of care, breach of duty, proximate cause, and damages. The jury is instructed on
how to assess whether the defendant's actions fell below the standard of care
expected of a reasonable person under similar circumstances. This includes analyzing
the specific facts of each case to determine liability.
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Comparative Negligence: New Jersey follows a modified comparative negligence
system. This means that even if the plaintiff is partially at fault for their injuries, they
can still recover damages, but their recovery will be reduced proportionally to their
degree of fault. The model charges provide guidance to the jury on how to apportion
fault between the plaintiff and the defendant. This aspect of fault allocation is
critical in determining the final damage award.

Damages: The charges meticulously detail the types of damages recoverable in
personal injury cases. This includes medical expenses, lost wages, pain and suffering,
and other consequential damages. The jury is guided on how to assess and quantify
these damages, considering the evidence presented during the trial. This section
frequently involves intricate calculations and considerations of future medical needs.

Specific Injury Types: The model charges also address specific types of personal
injury cases, such as those involving motor vehicle accidents, premises liability, and
medical malpractice. Each type has specific instructions tailored to the unique legal
considerations involved. For instance, premises liability cases might involve detailed
instructions on the duty of care owed to invitees, licensees, and trespassers.

Expert Testimony: The instructions also guide the jury on how to evaluate expert
testimony, a common feature in complex personal injury cases. The jury is reminded
to consider the expert's qualifications, experience, and the basis for their opinions.
This is crucial as medical expert testimony often plays a pivotal role in determining
the extent and nature of injuries.
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Practical Application of the 2017 Model Jury Charges
The 2017 Model Jury Charges are not merely theoretical pronouncements; they directly
impact the outcome of personal injury trials in New Jersey. Attorneys use these charges to
craft their arguments, shaping their case strategy around the legal principles articulated
within. Judges rely on these charges when instructing juries, ensuring that the jury
understands the applicable law and can properly apply it to the facts presented. By
understanding these charges, attorneys can effectively present evidence, argue their case,
and anticipate the jury's likely approach to the issues. For example, a plaintiff’s attorney
might focus their closing argument on demonstrating how the defendant’s actions directly
caused the plaintiff’s injuries, emphasizing the “proximate cause” element highlighted in
the model charges.

The Impact of the 2017 Model Jury Charges on
Verdicts
The consistent application of the 2017 Model Jury Charges leads to greater predictability in
personal injury verdicts. While individual jury decisions will always vary based on the
specific facts of a case, the standardized instructions provided by these charges minimize
the likelihood of inconsistent verdicts based on differing interpretations of the law. This
promotes fairness and equity in the legal system. The precise wording and structure of
these charges play a significant role in guiding jury deliberations, potentially influencing
the ultimate award of damages. Moreover, these charges serve as a benchmark for
appellate review, providing a clear framework for assessing whether the jury correctly
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applied the law.

Conclusion
The 2017 Model Jury Charges represent a cornerstone of New Jersey personal injury law.
They provide a crucial framework for ensuring consistency, fairness, and clarity in jury
trials. Understanding their key elements, practical application, and impact on verdicts is
essential for anyone involved in personal injury litigation in New Jersey. Whether you are a
plaintiff seeking compensation for your injuries or a defendant defending against a claim, a
thorough understanding of these charges is paramount to a successful outcome.

FAQ
Q1: Are the 2017 Model Jury Charges mandatory?

A1: While not strictly mandatory in every single instance, the 2017 Model Jury Charges
serve as the preferred and highly recommended standard for instructing juries in New
Jersey personal injury cases. Judges are expected to follow them unless there are
compelling reasons to deviate, which are rarely the case. Deviation would need to be
carefully justified and documented.

Q2: Can I use the 2017 Model Jury Charges myself in representing myself in a
personal injury case?

A2: While the charges are publicly available, self-representation in a personal injury case is
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generally discouraged. The law is complex, and misinterpreting or misapplying the charges
could significantly harm your case. Consulting with an experienced personal injury attorney
is highly recommended.

Q3: How do the 2017 Model Jury Charges differ from previous versions?

A3: The 2017 revisions primarily aimed to clarify and update language to reflect current
case law and best practices. While substantive changes were not extensive, the updated
language enhances clarity and consistency for juries. It’s best to consult the official
published version for specific detail.

Q4: What happens if the jury ignores the judge's instructions based on the Model
Jury Charges?

A4: If a judge believes the jury disregarded their instructions based on the Model Jury
Charges, they have several options, including ordering a new trial or considering a motion
for judgment notwithstanding the verdict (JNOV). This is a complex area requiring legal
expertise.

Q5: Do the 2017 Model Jury Charges address punitive damages?

A5: Yes, the Model Jury Charges address the possibility of punitive damages in cases where
the defendant's conduct is found to be egregious or malicious. However, the instructions
for punitive damages are separate and require a higher burden of proof than for
compensatory damages.
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Q6: Are there specific charges for different types of personal injuries (e.g., slip
and falls, car accidents)?

A6: Yes, while the general principles of negligence apply across various injury types, the
Model Jury Charges provide more specific instructions tailored to the unique factual
scenarios and legal considerations of different types of personal injury cases, like those
mentioned.

Q7: Where can I find the complete text of the 2017 Model Jury Charges?

A7: The complete text can typically be found on the website of the New Jersey Judiciary or
through legal research databases.

Q8: Can an attorney use the 2017 Model Jury Charges to help settle a case out of
court?

A8: Absolutely. An attorney can use the Model Jury Charges to analyze the strengths and
weaknesses of a case, predict a likely jury outcome, and negotiate a fair settlement based
on a realistic assessment of the potential damages guided by the legal principles outlined
in the charges. This demonstrates the charges' influence extends far beyond trial.

Navigating the Labyrinth: New Jersey Law of Personal
Injury with the 2017 Model Jury Charges
Understanding accident law can feel like exploring a intricate maze. In New Jersey, this
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maze is further burdened by the intricacies of the law and the specific instructions
provided by the 2017 Model Jury Charges. This article aims to illuminate on key aspects of
New Jersey's personal injury law, utilizing the 2017 Model Jury Charges as a structure. We'll
investigate the essential parts needed to successfully initiate a injury claim, emphasizing
practical applications and potential obstacles.

The 2017 Model Jury Charges serve as a vital tool for both plaintiffs and respondents in
New Jersey accident cases. They offer standardized directions to juries, ensuring
consistency in legal judgments. Understanding these charges is crucial to adequately
arguing a case and foreseeing the jury's considerations.

Key Elements of a Successful Personal Injury Claim in New Jersey:

To demonstrate responsibility in a New Jersey personal injury case, a plaintiff must
generally demonstrate four key factors:

1. Duty of Care: The defendant owed a responsibility of care to the litigant. This
responsibility is a legal duty to act prudently to avoid wronging others. For example, a
driver owes a responsibility of care to other drivers and walkers on the road.

2. Breach of Duty: The party breached their obligation of care. This failure can involve a
spectrum of actions, from careless driving to failure to maintain a secure setting. For
instance, failing to stop at a red light constitutes a breach of the duty of care owed to other
road users.

3. Causation: The defendant's failure of responsibility directly led to the plaintiff's injuries.
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This requires showing a direct link between the party's behaviors and the litigant's harm.
This can be shown through testimony.

4. Damages: The litigant experienced tangible injuries as a outcome of the defendant's
negligence. These damages can include hospital bills, missed income, discomfort, and
psychological distress. The degree of these damages will materially influence the sum of
any payment given.

The Role of the 2017 Model Jury Charges:

The 2017 Model Jury Charges furnish juries with specific guidelines on how to apply the law
to the evidence of the case. These charges outline the factors of different claims of action,
such as carelessness, shared carelessness, and acceptance of danger. They also discuss
the assessment of injuries, including financial and intangible damages. Understanding
these charges is essential for attorneys to successfully argue their cases and direct their
clients.

Practical Applications and Implementation Strategies:

Triumphantly navigating a New Jersey personal injury case requires a thorough grasp of
both the law and the 2017 Model Jury Charges. This grasp allows counsel to efficiently
examine the facts of the case, collect pertinent proof, and present a convincing case
before the jury. Clients should fully engage in the process and attentively follow their
counsel's guidance.

Conclusion:
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The New Jersey law of accident, in conjunction with the 2017 Model Jury Charges, offers a
complex but solvable legal landscape. By understanding the key factors of a successful
claim and the function of the model charges, both litigants and defendants can more
effectively navigate the court process and obtain a positive resolution. Seeking competent
court advice is highly recommended.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. Q: What happens if the jury doesn't follow the Model Jury Charges? A: While
rare, if a jury clearly disregards the directions in the Model Jury Charges, the judge may
overturn the decision. However, appellate courts are unwilling to intervene unless there's
undeniable fault.

2. Q: Can I represent myself in a personal injury case? A: While you could represent
yourself, it's generally not recommended. Injury cases can be difficult, and experienced
legal representation is often essential to safeguard your rights.

3. Q: How long does a personal injury case typically take? A: The length of a injury
case differs significantly, resting on several elements, including the difficulty of the case
and the availability of proof. Some cases may conclude relatively rapidly, while others may
take various years.

4. Q: Are there any limitations on the amount of damages I can recover? A: Yes,
there are caps on the amount of non-economic injuries that can be given in some New
Jersey personal injury cases. These restrictions are prone to modification through
legislation. Advising an counsel is important for understanding these limitations.
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