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Jan 2009 Geog2 AQA Mark Scheme: A
Comprehensive Guide for Students
The January 2009 Geog2 AQA exam paper remains a valuable resource for Geography
students, offering insights into past exam styles and marking criteria. Understanding the
*jan2009 geog2 aqa mark scheme* can significantly improve exam preparation and
performance. This detailed guide explores the scheme's features, benefits, and practical
applications for current and future AQA Geography students. We will delve into specific
question types, marking strategies, and the overall structure of the mark scheme,
providing a complete understanding of its value in exam revision. This guide also covers
key aspects like *AQA Geography specification*, *GCSE Geography past papers*, and
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*Geography exam technique*.

Understanding the Jan 2009 Geog2 AQA Mark
Scheme
The Jan 2009 Geog2 AQA mark scheme, like all AQA mark schemes, provides a detailed
breakdown of the expected answers for each question. It outlines the assessment
objectives (AOs) being tested, the mark allocation for each part of a question, and
importantly, the specific knowledge and skills required to achieve full marks. Examining
this specific scheme allows students to understand the depth of analysis and the level of
detail expected by the examiners.

### Key Features of the Mark Scheme

Detailed Marking Criteria: The mark scheme doesn't just list answers; it defines
the criteria for awarding marks at each level. This includes specifying the types of
evidence, the level of explanation needed, and the quality of analysis expected.
Level of Detail: The scheme explicitly states the amount of detail required for
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each mark. A simple statement might only warrant one mark, while a
comprehensive and well-supported answer will garner higher marks.
Command Words: The scheme clearly demonstrates the importance of
understanding command words such as "describe," "explain," "analyse," and
"evaluate." Each command word dictates a different level of response.
Examples of Good Answers: While not always explicitly given, the marking
criteria implicitly suggest the types of answers that would secure high marks. By
studying the criteria, students can infer the characteristics of a strong response.

Benefits of Using the Jan 2009 Geog2 AQA Mark
Scheme
Utilizing the Jan 2009 Geog2 AQA mark scheme offers numerous benefits for students
preparing for their AQA Geography exams:

### Improved Exam Technique

Identifying Strengths and Weaknesses: By reviewing the mark scheme after
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attempting past papers, students can identify areas where they excel and areas
needing improvement. This self-assessment is crucial for targeted revision.
Understanding Examiner Expectations: The mark scheme provides insight into
the examiner's perspective, clarifying the type and quality of answers expected.
Developing Effective Answering Strategies: Students can learn how to
structure their answers to meet the requirements of the marking criteria,
maximizing their mark potential.
Developing Critical Thinking Skills: Analyzing the mark scheme encourages
critical thinking by prompting students to evaluate their own work and understand
the nuances of different answer quality.

### Targeted Revision

Focusing on Key Concepts: The scheme highlights the most important concepts
tested in the exam, allowing for efficient and focused revision.
Prioritizing Key Content: By identifying the topics and concepts that frequently
appear in the mark scheme, students can prioritize their revision efforts.
Improving Knowledge Retention: Actively engaging with the mark scheme
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reinforces learning and improves retention of key geographical concepts and
principles.

Practical Implementation and Usage
The Jan 2009 Geog2 AQA mark scheme isn't merely a document to be passively read; it's
a tool to be actively used.

### Step-by-Step Guide to Effective Use

1. Attempt a Past Paper: Start by attempting the January 2009 Geog2 AQA paper.

2. Self-Assessment: Mark your own paper using the mark scheme, being honest about
your strengths and weaknesses.

3. Identify Gaps in Knowledge: Note areas where you struggled to answer questions
or didn't meet the marking criteria.
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4. Targeted Revision: Use this information to focus your revision on the specific topics
and skills where you need improvement.

5. Re-attempt Questions: Once you've revised, re-attempt the questions you found
difficult and compare your new answers to the mark scheme.

6. Seek Feedback: If possible, seek feedback from a teacher or tutor on your answers.

AQA Geography Specification and Exam Preparation
The Jan 2009 Geog2 AQA mark scheme is valuable even if the specification has slightly
changed over the years. The fundamental geographical principles and skills remain
consistent. By analyzing the past mark scheme, you improve your understanding of:

Exam question structure: How AQA frames questions and the expected answer
style.
Assessment Objectives (AOs): Understanding how the exam tests knowledge,
understanding, application, analysis, evaluation, and synthesis.
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Data Interpretation: The mark scheme illustrates how to effectively analyze
maps, graphs, and other geographical data.

Conclusion
The Jan 2009 Geog2 AQA mark scheme is a powerful tool for improving exam
performance in AQA Geography. By understanding its features, benefits, and applying
the strategies outlined above, students can significantly enhance their understanding of
the subject, improve their exam technique, and achieve better results. Remember, the
key lies in active engagement with the mark scheme, not just passive reading. Use it as a
guide to refine your study habits and achieve your academic goals.

FAQ
Q1: Where can I find the Jan 2009 Geog2 AQA mark scheme?

A1: Accessing past papers and mark schemes often requires searching on the AQA
website or educational resource sites that host past papers. Remember to check the
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authenticity of the source before relying on it.

Q2: Is the Jan 2009 Geog2 AQA mark scheme still relevant?

A2: While the specific content might differ slightly from current specifications, the
underlying principles and assessment objectives remain largely consistent. It provides
valuable insights into exam style and marking expectations.

Q3: How do I interpret the marking criteria in the mark scheme?

A3: The marking criteria usually describe the level of detail, the type of evidence, and the
quality of analysis expected for each mark awarded. Look for keywords and phrases that
indicate the level of response required (e.g., "brief description," "detailed explanation,"
"critical evaluation").

Q4: Can I use other past papers and mark schemes alongside the Jan 2009 one?

A4: Absolutely! Using multiple past papers and their corresponding mark schemes
provides a broader understanding of the exam format and expected responses. It's a
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highly recommended strategy.

Q5: What if I don't fully understand a part of the mark scheme?

A5: If you struggle to understand a section, consult your teacher or tutor for clarification.
They can provide personalized guidance and address any specific questions you might
have.

Q6: Are there any resources available to help me interpret AQA mark schemes in
general?

A6: AQA often provides examiner reports alongside the mark schemes that can offer
further insights into common mistakes and areas where students excelled. Your teacher
may also have resources or strategies for interpreting these schemes effectively.

Q7: How important is understanding command words in the context of AQA
Geography exams?

A7: Command words are extremely important. They dictate the type of response
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expected. Failing to understand a command word can lead to answering the question
incorrectly, even if your knowledge is excellent. Practicing with different command
words is essential.

Q8: Can using past papers and mark schemes guarantee a high grade?

A8: While using past papers and mark schemes significantly improves your chances of
success, it doesn't guarantee a high grade. Consistent effort, thorough understanding of
the subject matter, and effective exam technique are all equally crucial.

Deconstructing the January 2009 AQA Geography 2
Mark Scheme: A Deep Dive
The January 2009 AQA Geography 2 exam paper represented a significant milestone for
many learners. Understanding its associated mark scheme is crucial not just for those
who undertook the exam, but also for educators preparing future generations of
geographers. This examination delves into the intricacies of the scheme, highlighting key
elements and providing useful insights for both students and teachers.
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The mark scheme, in its essence, serves as a blueprint for assessing student
performance. It's not merely a list of accurate answers but rather a detailed account of
the criteria used to award points. This comprehensive approach allows for a uniform
assessment process, minimizing bias and ensuring justice across all assessments.

One of the most important features of the January 2009 AQA Geography 2 mark scheme
is its focus on exact geographical knowledge and comprehension. The scheme often
awards credits for demonstrating a clear awareness of key principles and models within
the syllabus. For example, questions relating to plate tectonics would likely require
examinees to exhibit an understanding of plate boundary types, processes like
subduction and seafloor spreading, and the resulting landforms. Simply stating a truth
without providing context or linking it to relevant geographical theories would likely
result in fewer credits.

Furthermore, the scheme clearly outlines the degree of detail required for different point
bands. Lower credit bands often reward basic recall of facts, while higher bands demand
analysis, synthesis, and evaluation. This hierarchical structure mirrors the complexities
of geographical knowledge and promotes students to move beyond simple repetition. For
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instance, a question about the impacts of tourism might award a higher point for a
response that not only identifies positive and negative consequences but also analyzes
their relative importance, considering factors like spatial distribution and temporal
changes.

The mark scheme also highlights the importance of accurate expression. Students are
expected to express their answers in a systematic and logical manner, using relevant
geographical terminology. This is crucial because even if a examinee possesses the
essential knowledge, poor communication can lead to diminished points. The scheme
often includes specific guidance on the type of language and style expected, promoting
clear and concise writing.

Productive use of the January 2009 AQA Geography 2 mark scheme necessitates a
detailed understanding of its layout and standards. Teachers can utilize it to improve
their teaching, focusing on elements where students often struggle. They can also use it
to create assessment strategies that align with the examination requirements, preparing
students more effectively for the difficulties of the exam. Students, in turn, can utilize the
mark scheme as a instrument for self-assessment, identifying areas of competence and
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weakness in their knowledge.

In conclusion, the January 2009 AQA Geography 2 mark scheme serves as a valuable tool
for both educators and students. By understanding its nuances, educators can refine
their instruction and students can improve their exam performance. Its thorough nature
ensures fairness in assessment and encourages a deeper engagement with the subject
matter.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. Q: Where can I find the January 2009 AQA Geography 2 mark scheme?

A: Access to past papers and mark schemes is often restricted. You should check the
official AQA website or contact your educational institution for access.

2. Q: Is the mark scheme still relevant today?

A: While specific details might change, the underlying principles and assessment criteria
remain largely relevant. Analyzing older mark schemes provides valuable insight into
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marking trends and expectations.

3. Q: How can I use the mark scheme effectively for revision?

A: Use the mark scheme to identify common question types and the level of detail
required for different marks. Practice answering questions and then self-assess using the
mark scheme.

4. Q: Can I use the mark scheme to predict future exam questions?

A: While it can't predict specific questions, understanding the mark scheme reveals the
key concepts and skills examiners are assessing. This knowledge helps direct your
revision.
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