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Security Commissioner 1989-90 Vol.
13: A Deep Dive into Disability Claim
Determinations
Understanding the intricacies of Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI) can be
challenging. Navigating the appeals process, particularly analyzing past precedent, is
crucial for both claimants and their representatives. This article delves into the
significance of *reported decisions of the Social Security Commissioner 1989-90 Vol. 13*,
highlighting its impact on disability claim adjudication and offering valuable insights into
the legal landscape of SSDI during that period. We will examine key aspects of disability
law, the role of administrative law judges (ALJs), and the lasting influence of these
decisions. Keywords relevant to this analysis include: Social Security Disability
Insurance (SSDI), Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) decisions, Disability
Determination, Appeals Council, and precedent in disability law.

Introduction: Contextualizing Volume 13
Volume 13 of the *Reported Decisions of the Social Security Commissioner* from
1989-1990 represents a snapshot of disability claim adjudication during a specific
period. This volume contains a collection of selected decisions issued by ALJs and the
Appeals Council, offering valuable insights into the interpretation and application of
Social Security regulations at that time. These decisions served as crucial precedents,
guiding future decisions and providing a framework for understanding the complexities
of disability evaluation. Understanding this volume provides context for the evolution of
SSDI law and its interpretation over time.

Key Aspects of Disability Determination in
1989-1990
The decisions within Volume 13 showcase the key aspects of disability determination
prevalent in the late 1980s and early 1990s. This included a strong emphasis on the five-
step sequential evaluation process, which remains the cornerstone of disability
evaluations today. Many cases in this volume would focus on:

The Medical Evidence: Establishing the existence and severity of a medically
determinable impairment was paramount. The ALJs rigorously analyzed medical
records, physician opinions, and clinical findings to assess the claimant's medical
condition.
Residual Functional Capacity (RFC): Determining the claimant's RFC, i.e., what
the individual could still do despite their limitations, was critical. This assessment
involved a careful consideration of the medical evidence and often involved
vocational experts.
Vocational Considerations: The ALJ would consider the claimant's age,
education, work experience, and RFC to determine whether they could perform any
work existing in the national economy. The use of the Dictionary of Occupational
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Titles (DOT) was prevalent in these decisions.
Credibility Assessments: The ALJ's evaluation of the claimant's subjective
complaints of pain and other symptoms formed a significant part of the decision-
making process. Volume 13 contains many cases illustrating the standards used to
assess the credibility of a claimant's testimony.

The Role of the Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) and
the Appeals Council
The ALJs played a crucial role in interpreting the Social Security regulations and applying
them to individual cases. Their decisions, as reflected in Volume 13, demonstrated a
careful consideration of the medical and vocational evidence. These decisions, while not
binding precedent in the same way as court decisions, significantly influenced the
practice of disability adjudication. The Appeals Council, the next level of review within
the Social Security Administration (SSA), also played a critical role in shaping the legal
landscape of SSDI by reviewing selected ALJ decisions. Volume 13 contains decisions
from both ALJs and the Appeals Council, highlighting the different levels of review within
the SSA system.

Impact and Lasting Influence of Volume 13
While *Reported Decisions of the Social Security Commissioner 1989-90 Vol. 13* is not
legally binding precedent today, it provides invaluable insight into the evolution of
disability law and the interpretation of regulations. It serves as a historical record
illuminating the challenges and complexities inherent in disability claim adjudication.
The careful analysis of medical evidence, vocational considerations, and credibility
assessments highlighted in Volume 13 continue to inform the modern approach to
disability claims. Studying these decisions helps understand the foundational principles
that underpin contemporary SSDI adjudication.

Conclusion
Analyzing the *Reported Decisions of the Social Security Commissioner 1989-90 Vol. 13*
offers a unique perspective on the history and development of Social Security Disability
Insurance. It underscores the importance of the ALJ’s role in applying regulations to
specific cases and the evolution of legal interpretation over time. While the specific
regulations and procedures might have changed, the fundamental principles of thorough
medical evaluation, realistic vocational assessments, and careful consideration of the
claimant's testimony remain central to successful disability claim adjudication.
Understanding this historical context enhances our comprehension of the current system
and its complexities.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)
Q1: Where can I find Volume 13 of the Reported Decisions of the Social
Security Commissioner?

A1: Accessing older volumes of the *Reported Decisions* can be challenging. While they
may not be readily available online through the SSA website, some university law
libraries and specialized legal research databases may still possess physical copies or
digital archives. Contacting a Social Security law specialist or legal researcher could
assist in locating this volume.

Q2: Are the decisions in Volume 13 still legally binding?

A2: No. The decisions in Volume 13 are not legally binding precedent. Social Security
regulations and interpretations evolve over time. However, they offer valuable historical
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context and insight into the interpretation of disability regulations during that specific
era. They may still be cited for persuasive value, illustrating how certain issues were
addressed in the past.

Q3: What was the significance of the five-step sequential evaluation process
during this period?

A3: The five-step sequential evaluation process was, and still is, the fundamental
framework for evaluating disability claims. Volume 13 showcases how ALJs applied this
process, focusing on the careful analysis of medical evidence, functional limitations, and
the claimant's ability to perform work.

Q4: How did the ALJs assess the credibility of claimants' statements in Volume
13?

A4: ALJs assessed credibility based on various factors, including consistency of
statements, medical evidence corroborating the complaints, functional limitations, and
the overall demeanor of the claimant. Volume 13 contains numerous examples
illustrating the various factors considered in such assessments.

Q5: How did the use of the Dictionary of Occupational Titles (DOT) influence
decisions in Volume 13?

A5: The DOT was extensively used to determine the existence of jobs in the national
economy that a claimant with a specific RFC could perform. ALJs would rely on the DOT's
detailed descriptions of job requirements to make this determination.

Q6: What impact did the Appeals Council's decisions in Volume 13 have on
subsequent cases?

A6: The Appeals Council's decisions provided guidance and interpretation of Social
Security regulations. While not binding precedent on other ALJs, they influenced the
development of legal interpretations and practices within the SSA.

Q7: Is there a modern equivalent to Volume 13?

A7: There isn't a directly equivalent publication in the same format. However, the SSA
publishes various rulings and policy interpretations on its website that serve a similar
purpose in guiding current disability claim adjudication. These resources are readily
accessible online.

Q8: How can I learn more about current Social Security Disability Insurance
regulations and procedures?

A8: The official website of the Social Security Administration (SSA) is the best resource
for current regulations, procedures, and forms related to SSDI. It contains extensive
information about the application process, appeals process, and relevant legal
interpretations. Legal professionals specializing in Social Security Disability law are also
valuable resources.

Delving into the Depths of Social Security Judgments: A Look at Reported Decisions of
the Social Security Commissioner 1989-90, Volume 13

The year 1989 marked a significant time in the evolution of Social Security in the United
States. Volume 13 of the Reported Decisions of the Social Security Commissioner,
covering the span of 1989-1990, presents a fascinating glimpse into the rulings of
disability guidelines during this epoch. This compilation of decisions functions as a
crucial tool for representatives practicing in disability law, as well as providing valuable
context for understanding the ongoing challenges connected to benefit eligibility.

This article will explore key topics emerging from Volume 13, emphasizing significant
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rulings and evaluating their impact on subsequent regulatory developments. We will
consider the approach used by the Commissioner in arriving at judgments, the criteria
applied, and the pervasive problems that emerged repeatedly.

Key Themes and Cases:

Volume 13 shows a persistent emphasis on the understanding of impairment under the
legislation. Many decisions focused on the evaluation of residual functional capacity
(RFC), a essential element in determining eligibility for benefits. The court's applications
of clinical findings, vocational evidence, and the applicant's statements were carefully
examined.

For example, many rulings in Volume 13 dealt with the challenges of determining mental
impairments. The judge needed to thoroughly weigh individual complaints of suffering
against objective clinical data. This process often involved complex legal interpretations.

Another significant topic recurring in Volume 13 was the implementation of the Medical-
Vocational Guidelines (Grids) in assessing entitlement. These regulations provide a
organized method for assessing whether a claimant's combination of work history and
physical restrictions would allow them to perform work.

Impact and Relevance:

The rulings in Volume 13 offer valuable guidance for representatives assisting
individuals seeking Supplemental Security Income (SSI). While the specific
circumstances of each case are unique, the principles outlined in these rulings continue
to influence the understanding of benefits guidelines now.

The compilation also offers understanding into the evolution of social security policy in
the United States. By studying the issues encountered by the court in 1989-1990, we
can better understand the complexities involved in administering a wide-ranging social
welfare system.

Conclusion:

Reported Decisions of the Social Security Commissioner 1989-90, Volume 13, stays a
important tool for understanding the previous setting of benefits administration. Its
decisions show the complexities of establishing impairment and the ongoing progression
of judicial assessments. By studying this compilation, lawyers and people involved in
Social Security law can gain a deeper understanding of the subject.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

Q1: Where can I find Volume 13 of the Reported Decisions of the Social
Security Commissioner?

A1: Accessing older volumes of Reported Decisions can be challenging. Law libraries,
university libraries with extensive legal collections, and online legal databases may
contain this volume, though it might be necessary to use interlibrary loan services.

Q2: Is Volume 13 still relevant today?

A2: While the specific cases are from 1989-1990, the underlying legal principles and
challenges discussed in Volume 13 remain relevant in understanding the complexities of
disability determination. The themes explored continue to resonate in modern Social
Security Disability cases.

Q3: How does this volume relate to current Social Security Disability law?

A3: Volume 13 provides context and historical perspective. While specific rulings may
not be directly binding precedent, the interpretations of regulations and the approaches
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used in assessing disability claims offer valuable insights for understanding the evolution
of legal interpretation and application in disability cases.

Q4: Is this volume useful for someone applying for Social Security Disability
benefits today?

A4: While not a how-to guide for application, it offers a historical view of the adjudicatory
process and the reasoning behind decisions. This understanding can be indirectly
beneficial in understanding the process and potentially informing strategic approaches in
seeking representation.

https://www.backpackingmatt.com/chap/819E1M8/183734090926/PPT/financial_accounti
ng_theory__craig_deegan_chapter_9.pdf
https://www.backpackingmatt.com/ebook/183734/84U7A18275/DOC/bentley_mini-coope
r__r56-service__manual.pdf
https://www.backpackingmatt.com/short/gq092609/14013GQ923183734/ITUNE/illinois_p
ersonal__injury__lawyers__and_law.pdf
https://www.backpackingmatt.com/text/ky092609/94K715707Y183734/TEXT/2008_merc
edes__benz__cls550-service_repair_manual_software.pdf
https://www.backpackingmatt.com/short/183734/9D5261B/PAGE/aphasia-and_language-
theory_to__practice.pdf
https://www.backpackingmatt.com/doc/zu/4U8815855Z260909/PDF/the__social__origins_
_of__democratic_collapse__the_first-portuguese_republic_in__the-
global_economy_studies_in_government__public-policy.pdf
https://www.backpackingmatt.com/course/183734/86R5T95/PPT/epson_7520-manual__fe
ed.pdf
https://www.backpackingmatt.com/chap/gi/7G9I820/EPUB/2012_fiat__500__owner_39-s_
manual.pdf
https://www.backpackingmatt.com/play/829F98W/721F185W68/EPUB/free-mercedes__be
nz-repair_manual__online.pdf
https://www.backpackingmatt.com/journal/sp/5P0S987935260909/EBOOK/one__variable_
inequality-word__problems.pdf

https://www.backpackingmatt.com/doc/7469JD1692/5407JD5/RTF/financial__accounting-theory_craig__deegan-chapter__9.pdf
https://www.backpackingmatt.com/doc/7469JD1692/5407JD5/RTF/financial__accounting-theory_craig__deegan-chapter__9.pdf
https://www.backpackingmatt.com/lib/hc092609/6360C3527H183734/CHAPTER/bentley_mini-cooper__r56-service_manual.pdf
https://www.backpackingmatt.com/lib/hc092609/6360C3527H183734/CHAPTER/bentley_mini-cooper__r56-service_manual.pdf
https://www.backpackingmatt.com/science/4087U492T2/1456U7T/TEXT/illinois-personal_injury__lawyers-and__law.pdf
https://www.backpackingmatt.com/science/4087U492T2/1456U7T/TEXT/illinois-personal_injury__lawyers-and__law.pdf
https://www.backpackingmatt.com/journal/183734/74674PZ/RTF/2008__mercedes_benz__cls550-service_repair__manual__software.pdf
https://www.backpackingmatt.com/journal/183734/74674PZ/RTF/2008__mercedes_benz__cls550-service_repair__manual__software.pdf
https://www.backpackingmatt.com/science/ly/Y74557L/BOOK/aphasia_and__language__theory_to-practice.pdf
https://www.backpackingmatt.com/science/ly/Y74557L/BOOK/aphasia_and__language__theory_to-practice.pdf
https://www.backpackingmatt.com/pdf/99361WM/183734090926/TXT/the__social-origins_of-democratic-collapse-the-first_portuguese-republic-in-the_global_economy-studies__in__government-public_policy.pdf
https://www.backpackingmatt.com/pdf/99361WM/183734090926/TXT/the__social-origins_of-democratic-collapse-the-first_portuguese-republic-in-the_global_economy-studies__in__government-public_policy.pdf
https://www.backpackingmatt.com/pdf/99361WM/183734090926/TXT/the__social-origins_of-democratic-collapse-the-first_portuguese-republic-in-the_global_economy-studies__in__government-public_policy.pdf
https://www.backpackingmatt.com/play/183734/8928OC0400/EPDF/epson__7520__manual__feed.pdf
https://www.backpackingmatt.com/play/183734/8928OC0400/EPDF/epson__7520__manual__feed.pdf
https://www.backpackingmatt.com/ref/jf/387F9J5816260909/CHAPTER/2012__fiat_500_owner-39_s-manual.pdf
https://www.backpackingmatt.com/ref/jf/387F9J5816260909/CHAPTER/2012__fiat_500_owner-39_s-manual.pdf
https://www.backpackingmatt.com/book/090926/470Y86076M/PPT/free_mercedes__benz_repair_manual_online.pdf
https://www.backpackingmatt.com/book/090926/470Y86076M/PPT/free_mercedes__benz_repair_manual_online.pdf
https://www.backpackingmatt.com/journal/sv/S29421V/MD/one__variable-inequality_word_problems.pdf
https://www.backpackingmatt.com/journal/sv/S29421V/MD/one__variable-inequality_word_problems.pdf

