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Acura RSX Type S Manual: A Driver's Guide
to Performance and Precision
The Acura RSX Type S, particularly the manual transmission version, holds a special place in the
hearts of driving enthusiasts. Its compact size, punchy engine, and precise handling make it a
highly sought-after sports compact. This comprehensive guide delves into the nuances of the
Acura RSX Type S manual transmission, exploring its features, performance capabilities,
maintenance, and overall ownership experience. We'll cover everything from the thrill of its short-
throw shifter to the importance of regular maintenance for optimal performance.
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Understanding the Acura RSX Type S Manual
Transmission
The Acura RSX Type S manual transmission is a key element of the car's sporty character. Unlike
automatic transmissions, the manual transmission offers the driver complete control over gear
selection, allowing for a more engaging and rewarding driving experience. This direct connection
between driver and car contributes significantly to the vehicle’s celebrated handling. Many
owners appreciate the precise gear shifting, a feature often highlighted in online forums and
reviews. The short-throw shifter, a prominent feature, reduces the distance the shifter needs to
travel between gears, resulting in quicker and more precise shifts. This, in combination with the
responsive engine, gives the car an edge in both performance driving and everyday commutes.
Considered by many to be a defining characteristic of the RSX Type S, the manual transmission
significantly enhances the overall driving dynamics.
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Benefits of Owning an Acura RSX Type S Manual
The benefits of owning an Acura RSX Type S equipped with a manual transmission extend beyond
mere performance figures. Here are some key advantages:

Enhanced Driving Experience: The manual transmission provides a far more engaging
and interactive driving experience compared to an automatic. The driver is actively
involved in the driving process, making it more fun and rewarding.

Improved Fuel Economy (Potential): While not always guaranteed, skillful manual gear
shifting can potentially lead to better fuel economy than an automatic transmission,
especially in city driving.

Increased Control: Manual transmission provides greater control over the vehicle’s speed
and acceleration, particularly helpful in challenging driving conditions.

Higher Resale Value: Well-maintained manual transmission RSX Type S models often
command higher resale values than their automatic counterparts, owing to their desirability
among enthusiasts.
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Greater Mechanical Simplicity (Relatively): Compared to automatic transmissions,
manuals tend to have fewer complex components, potentially leading to lower
maintenance costs over the long term.

Maintaining Your Acura RSX Type S Manual Transmission
Proper maintenance is crucial for extending the life and preserving the performance of your
Acura RSX Type S manual transmission. This includes:

Regular Fluid Changes: The transmission fluid should be changed according to the
manufacturer's recommended schedule. Using the correct type of transmission fluid is
essential; using the wrong fluid can damage the transmission.

Clutch Maintenance: The clutch is a critical component of a manual transmission. Signs
of clutch wear include slipping, difficulty engaging gears, or a burning smell. Address any
clutch issues promptly to avoid costly repairs. Many RSX Type S owners discuss clutch
replacement in online forums, highlighting the importance of addressing this issue.

Shifting Technique: Learning proper shifting techniques will not only prolong the
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transmission's life but also enhance your driving experience. Smooth, deliberate shifts are
key.

Regular Inspections: Regular inspection by a qualified mechanic can help identify
potential problems early on, preventing more significant and expensive repairs later.

Common Issues and Troubleshooting
While generally reliable, the Acura RSX Type S manual transmission, like any mechanical system,
can experience issues. Some common problems include:

Difficult Shifting: This can be due to various reasons, including worn synchros, low
transmission fluid, or a damaged linkage.

Clutch Problems: Clutch slippage, grabbing, or difficulty disengaging are common issues
that may require clutch replacement.

Transmission Noise: Unusual noises, such as grinding or whining, could indicate internal
transmission problems.
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Addressing these issues promptly is important to prevent more serious damage. Consulting a
mechanic experienced with Honda/Acura vehicles is highly recommended.

Conclusion
The Acura RSX Type S manual transmission represents a compelling blend of performance,
precision, and affordability. While it demands a greater level of driver engagement than an
automatic, the rewarding driving experience and potential for higher resale value make it a
desirable choice for many. Regular maintenance is essential to maximize the longevity and
performance of this high-performance component. Understanding the nuances of the manual
transmission, coupled with proactive maintenance, will allow you to fully enjoy the Acura RSX
Type S's spirited driving characteristics.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
Q1: What type of transmission fluid should I use in my Acura RSX Type S manual
transmission?
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A1: Consult your owner's manual for the recommended transmission fluid type. Using the
incorrect fluid can severely damage the transmission. Honda/Acura typically specifies a specific
type of fluid, and using a substitute is generally not recommended.

Q2: How often should I change the transmission fluid?

A2: The recommended interval for transmission fluid changes varies depending on driving
conditions and usage. Consult your owner's manual for the manufacturer's recommendation.
Generally, more frequent changes are advisable for vehicles subjected to harsh driving conditions
or frequent towing.

Q3: How long does an Acura RSX Type S clutch typically last?

A3: The lifespan of an RSX Type S clutch depends heavily on driving style and usage. Aggressive
driving and frequent launches will significantly reduce its lifespan. With careful driving, a clutch
can last for 100,000 miles or more; however, some owners report needing replacement much
sooner.

Q4: What are the signs of a worn-out clutch?
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A4: Signs of a worn-out clutch include slippage (the engine revs but the car doesn't accelerate),
difficulty engaging gears, a burning smell coming from the clutch area, and a higher-than-normal
engine RPM during acceleration.

Q5: Can I learn to drive a manual transmission in an Acura RSX Type S?

A5: While it is possible, it's best to learn to drive a manual transmission in a vehicle that is less
valuable before attempting it in your Acura RSX Type S. Find a safe, open area and practice with
a patient instructor.

Q6: Is it difficult to find parts for an Acura RSX Type S manual transmission?

A6: While the RSX Type S is no longer in production, many parts, including transmission
components, are still readily available through online retailers, auto parts stores, and salvage
yards.

Q7: Are there any performance modifications available for the Acura RSX Type S
manual transmission?
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A7: While major internal transmission modifications are less common, there are options for short-
throw shifters, lightweight flywheels, and upgraded clutch systems that can improve the driving
experience and performance.

Q8: What's the difference between a Type S and a base RSX?

A8: The Acura RSX Type S boasts a more powerful engine (K20Z1), a stiffer suspension, sportier
styling cues, and performance-oriented features, compared to the base model. The Type S
generally offered a more engaging driving experience.

The Acura RSX Type S Manual: A Driver's Compendium to
Thrill
The Acura RSX Type S, with its spirited manual transmission, isn't just a car; it's an experience.
This article delves into the intricacies of driving this legendary machine, focusing on the unique
features of its manual gearbox and how to master its potential. For those searching a thorough
examination into the heart of this cherished sports coupe, read on.
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The RSX Type S manual transmission, a six-gear marvel of engineering, is the core of the car's
powerful driving personality. Unlike lethargic automatics, the manual motivates driver
participation, demanding finesse and rewarding proficiency with an unequaled bond to the road.
This closeness is specifically what sets the Type S apart from its peers.

One of the key aspects of the manual transmission is its precise shifting mechanism. The short
throws allow for quick shifts, contributing to the car's nimble handling. This precision isn't just a
luxury; it's vital for optimizing performance, especially during spirited driving. Imagine the
effortless transitions between gears as you navigate a winding route, the car responding instantly
to your commands. It's a performance of technical excellence.

However, conquering this potent transmission requires experience. Learning to smoothly engage
the clutch, precisely find the bite point, and swiftly shift gears takes time and resolve. A poor
technique will result in abrupt shifts, tear to the transmission, and a less-than-optimal driving
experience.

Proper clutch usage is paramount. Learning the sweet spot – the point where the engine's torque
meets the wheels – is key to effortless shifts. The driver should strive for gradual engagement,
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avoiding abrupt movements that can stress the transmission. This focus to detail is why
separates a skilled driver from a novice. It's about perception, learning the nuances of the
clutch's action and adapting to varying conditions.

Furthermore, the proper use of the rev-matching technique can significantly improve the shifting
experience. Rev-matching, also known as heel-toe shifting, involves simultaneously depressing
the clutch and blipping the throttle to match the engine speed to the rotational speed of the
transmission, ensuring smoother downshifts and reducing strain on the drivetrain. While
seemingly complicated at first, it becomes second nature with sufficient practice.

Beyond the technical aspects, the Acura RSX Type S manual offers a special driving character. Its
agile steering, sharp handling, and strong engine make it a joy to drive, especially on winding
roads. The bond you feel to the machine, mediated by the manual transmission, is unlike
anything an automatic can provide.

In closing, the Acura RSX Type S manual transmission isn't just a component of the car; it's the
essence of the handling experience. It demands finesse, rewards practice, and ultimately delivers
an memorable impression of bond between driver and machine. Learning its nuances is the
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pathway to fully releasing the car's real potential.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Q: Is the Acura RSX Type S manual transmission difficult to learn?

A: While it may require initial effort, the learning curve is manageable with practice.
Focusing on smooth clutch engagement and precise gear selection will make the process
significantly easier.

Q: How often should I change the transmission fluid?

A: Consult your owner's manual for recommended schedules. Generally, transmission fluid
changes are recommended every 40,000 miles or 3 years, depending on driving conditions.

Q: What are some common problems with the RSX Type S manual transmission?

A: While generally reliable, some owners report issues like synchromesh wear (leading to
difficult shifting), clutch slippage, and occasional bearing noises. Regular maintenance is
key to mitigating these risks.
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Q: Are there aftermarket parts available for the transmission?

A: Yes, a variety of aftermarket performance parts, including short-shift kits, upgraded
clutches, and performance fluids, are available to further enhance the driving experience
and durability of your transmission.
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