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A2 Sociology Beliefs in Society:
Mastering the Mark Scheme for TES
Papers

Understanding the intricacies of the A2 Sociology Beliefs in Society mark scheme
is crucial for achieving top grades in your TES (Teaching and Examining
Services) assessments. This article delves deep into the expectations of
examiners, providing a comprehensive guide to understanding the assessment
criteria, improving exam technique, and ultimately maximizing your marks. We'll
explore key concepts like functionalism and religion, secularisation, and
the influence of the media on beliefs, weaving them into the context of
effectively answering exam questions.

Understanding the A2 Sociology Beliefs in
Society Mark Scheme

The A2 Sociology Beliefs in Society mark scheme is designed to assess your
understanding of sociological concepts related to religious beliefs, secularization,
and the impact of new social movements and the media on beliefs and values.
It's not just about memorizing facts; it's about demonstrating a nuanced
understanding of sociological theories and their application to real-world
examples. A successful response will showcase your ability to analyze social
phenomena, construct reasoned arguments, and evaluate different perspectives.
Examiner expectations typically center on the following:

* Knowledge and Understanding: This section tests your grasp of core
concepts, definitions, and key sociological thinkers. For instance, you
should be able to define secularisation, explain the functionalist
perspective on religion, and discuss the role of the media in shaping
beliefs.

* Application: Can you apply theoretical knowledge to specific case studies
or examples? The mark scheme rewards students who can effectively link
theory to real-world situations, demonstrating a clear understanding of
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how sociological concepts manifest in society. This might involve
discussing the impact of globalization on religious practices or analyzing
how specific media representations affect individuals' beliefs.

e Analysis and Evaluation: This is where you demonstrate critical thinking
skills. The mark scheme values insightful analysis, going beyond simple
description to explore underlying causes and consequences. Critically
evaluating different perspectives and identifying strengths and
weaknesses in sociological arguments are key to achieving higher marks.
For example, you should be able to compare and contrast different
theories of secularisation or evaluate the strengths and limitations of using
the media as a sole explanatory factor for changes in belief systems.

e Use of Evidence and Examples: Supporting your arguments with
relevant evidence and examples is crucial. This evidence might include
statistical data, case studies, or relevant research findings. The quality and
relevance of the evidence you provide directly impact your grade.
Successfully integrating the secularisation thesis into a discussion, for
instance, would require relevant evidence.

Effective Exam Techniques for A2 Sociology
Beliefs in Society

Successfully navigating the A2 Sociology Beliefs in Society TES paper requires a
strategic approach to exam technique. Here are some crucial strategies:

* Plan Your Answers: Before writing, outline your response. This will help
structure your arguments logically and ensure you cover all aspects of the
question.

» Define Key Terms: Clearly define any key sociological terms used in your
answer. This demonstrates a clear understanding of the concepts and sets
a foundation for your analysis.

e Use Sociological Language: Employ appropriate sociological
terminology throughout your answer. This demonstrates your
understanding of the subject matter and enhances the overall quality of
your response.

e Structure Your Essays: Organise your essays using clear paragraphs,
each focusing on a specific aspect of your argument. Use topic sentences
to introduce the main point of each paragraph.

e Provide Evidence: Support your arguments with relevant examples and
evidence from sociological studies or real-world observations. This
demonstrates your understanding of the application of theory to practice.
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Common Mistakes to Avoid

Many students lose marks due to common errors. Avoid these pitfalls:

e Lack of Structure: Unstructured or poorly organized answers make it
difficult for examiners to assess your understanding.

* Descriptive Answers: Simply describing concepts without analysis or
evaluation will limit your marks.

e Irrelevant Information: Including irrelevant information dilutes your
answer and wastes valuable time.

* Poor Use of Evidence: Using weak or irrelevant evidence weakens your
argument and reduces your overall score.

* Ignoring the Command Words: Carefully consider the command words
in the question (e.g., analyze, evaluate, compare) and tailor your response
accordingly.

Examining Different Sociological Perspectives
on Beliefs

A key element of the A2 Sociology Beliefs in Society syllabus is the examination
of different sociological perspectives on beliefs and their impact on society. You
should be prepared to discuss:

e Functionalism: Explore how functionalists like Durkheim view religion as
a source of social cohesion and social control.

e Marxism: Analyze the Marxist critique of religion as the "opiate of the
masses" and its role in maintaining social inequality.

e Feminism: Discuss feminist perspectives on the role of religion in
perpetuating gender inequality.

e Secularization and its critiques: Understanding the debate surrounding
the decline of religious influence in modern society is crucial, along with
critiques of the secularisation thesis.

e The Influence of the Media: Analyze how the media shapes beliefs,
values, and attitudes, considering the influence of news, social media, and
entertainment.

Conclusion: Achieving Success in A2 Sociology
Beliefs in Society
Mastering the A2 Sociology Beliefs in Society mark scheme requires a thorough

understanding of core concepts, effective exam techniques, and the ability to
critically evaluate different sociological perspectives. By focusing on knowledge,
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application, analysis, and the use of relevant evidence, students can significantly
improve their performance and achieve high grades. Remember that consistent
practice, reviewing past papers, and seeking feedback from teachers are all
essential components of exam preparation.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

Q1: What are the most important sociological theories | need to know
for the Beliefs in Society paper?

Al: You'll need a strong grasp of functionalist, Marxist, and feminist perspectives
on religion, as well as understanding secularization theory and its critiques.
Additionally, theories about the impact of the media on shaping beliefs are vital.
Ensure you can apply these theories to relevant case studies and examples.

Q2: How much weight is given to different aspects of the mark scheme
(knowledge, application, analysis)?

A2: The weighting will vary slightly depending on the specific question, but
generally, a balanced approach is required. Simply demonstrating knowledge
without applying it or analyzing it critically will not achieve the highest marks.
Aim for a strong balance across all three areas.

Q3: How can | improve my essay writing skills for this exam?

A3: Practice writing essays under timed conditions, focusing on clear structure,
logical arguments, and the use of relevant evidence. Seek feedback on your
work from teachers or peers to identify areas for improvement. Familiarize
yourself with different essay structures (e.g., comparative, evaluative).

Q4: What kind of examples should | use in my answers?

A4: Use a mix of real-world examples and relevant sociological studies. Consider
using examples that illustrate different sociological perspectives and
demonstrate your understanding of how theories apply to the real world. Specific
religious movements, media campaigns, or historical events can all be helpful.

Q5: Is it important to cite sources in my answers?

A5: While formal referencing isn't always explicitly required at A2 level,
mentioning the source of your evidence (e.g., "According to Durkheim...")
demonstrates a deeper understanding and adds credibility to your arguments.

Q6: How can | prepare effectively for the exam?
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A6: Create a detailed revision timetable, focusing on all key topics. Practice past
papers under timed conditions. Review your notes regularly and engage in
active recall techniques. Seek clarification from your teacher on any areas you
find challenging.

Q7: What if | don't know the answer to a question?

A7: Don't panic! Try to relate the question to concepts you *do* understand.
Even partially answering the question can gain you some marks. Remember to
structure your response even if your knowledge is incomplete.

Q8: What resources can | use to help me study?

A8: Your textbook is an excellent starting point. Use reputable online resources,
but always critically evaluate the information you find. Discuss the material with
your teacher and classmates. Past papers are invaluable for practice and
understanding the format and style of the exam.

Deciphering the Enigma of the A2 Sociology
Beliefs in Society Assessment Mark Scheme

Understanding the intricacies of a mark scheme can be a challenging task for
any A2 Sociology student. This article aims to demystify the specifics of the A2
Sociology Beliefs in Society assessment mark scheme, offering insights into its
format and providing practical strategies for achieving high grades. This
comprehensive guide will equip students with the knowledge needed to not just
pass but to truly master the core concepts being judged.

The A2 Sociology Beliefs in Society exam typically measures a student's capacity
to understand and employ sociological concepts related to beliefs in society. This
includes, but is not limited to, the investigation of religion, secularization, and
the influence of beliefs on social conduct. The mark scheme itself is designed to
be a rigorous device for measuring student performance against pre-defined
criteria.

Understanding the Structure of the Mark Scheme:

A typical A2 Sociology Beliefs in Society mark scheme will follow a hierarchical
approach, assigning credits based on the complexity of insight demonstrated.
This often involves several levels, such as:

e Level 1 (Basic Understanding): This level recognizes the student's
capacity to recall basic facts and definitions related to the topic. Simple
interpretations and superficial analysis fall into this category. Think of it as
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simply restating learned information.

e Level 2 (Developing Understanding): At this stage, students are
required to demonstrate a more comprehensive understanding. This
includes relating different concepts, providing specific examples, and
showing a basic recognition of different sociological perspectives.
Analogies would be helpful here - relating abstract concepts to everyday
life events.

e Level 3 (Good Understanding): This level is where students truly excel.
It necessitates a deep knowledge of sociological concepts, a evaluative
approach to analyzing information, and the ability to synthesize different
perspectives into a coherent thesis. Students will need to go beyond rote
learning and show an understanding of the nuances of complex concepts.

e Level 4 (Excellent Understanding): This highest level necessitates a
sophisticated grasp of the subject matter, exhibiting exceptional analytical
skills and a nuanced appreciation of different sociological perspectives.
Original insights and critical evaluation of evidence are key.

Key Elements Evaluated:
The mark scheme will typically assess several key elements:

e Knowledge and Understanding: This refers to the student's familiarity
with key concepts, theories, and examples related to beliefs in society.

e Application of Knowledge: This assesses the capacity to use
sociological concepts and theories to analyze specific situations or case
studies.

e Analysis and Interpretation: This involves the student's capacity to
critically examine information, identify patterns, and draw meaningful
conclusions.

e Evaluation and Synthesis: This evaluates the capacity to assess
different arguments and perspectives, and to synthesize them into a
coherent argument.

e Use of Evidence and Examples: This evaluates the strength of the
evidence used to support the student's claims. Concrete and relevant
examples are crucial.

Strategies for Success:

* Thorough Revision: Mastering the core concepts is paramount.
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e Practice Past Papers: Familiarize yourself with the structure of the
examination and the expectations of the marking scheme.

* Focus on Application: Don't just memorize facts; practice your grasp by
analyzing case studies and examples.

e Develop Critical Thinking Skills: Learn to analyze information
objectively, identify biases, and evaluate different perspectives.

e Structure your Answers Clearly: Use clear and concise language, and
organize your responses logically.

Conclusion:

Navigating the A2 Sociology Beliefs in Society mark scheme demands a planned
approach. By understanding its format, familiarizing oneself with the key
elements assessed, and employing effective revision strategies, students can
significantly increase their chances of attaining a high score. Remember,
success in this test is not just about memorization but about demonstrating a
deep and critical understanding of the complex interplay between beliefs and
society.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ):
1. Q: What if | don't know a specific definition?

A: While precise definitions are important, demonstrating an understanding of
the broader concept and its relevance to the question is often more important
than perfect recall.

2. Q: How important are examples?

A: Examples are crucial for illustrating your understanding and applying
sociological concepts. Use concrete and relevant examples to bolster your
arguments.

3. Q: How can | improve my analysis skills?

A: Practice analyzing different perspectives and identifying underlying
assumptions. Engage in discussions and debates with classmates or your
teacher.

4. Q: What is the most common mistake students make?
A: Failing to apply theoretical concepts to concrete examples and relying solely

on descriptive answers instead of analytical ones.
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5. Q: Where can I find past papers and mark schemes?

A: Your teacher, the testing board's website, or online educational resources are
usually good places to find these resources.
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