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Manual 1977
Onwards:
Your Guide
to Classic
Honda
Maintenance
Owning a classic Honda
motorcycle, such as the S90,
CL90, C90, CD90, or CT90, is
a rewarding experience.
These robust and reliable
machines, particularly those
manufactured from 1977
onwards, represent a golden
age of motorcycle
engineering. However,
keeping them running
smoothly requires proper
maintenance, and that’s
where a comprehensive
Honda S90, CL90, C90,
CD90, CT90 full service
repair manual becomes
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invaluable. This article delves
into the importance of such a
manual, exploring its
features, benefits, and how
to best utilize it for
maintaining your classic
Honda.

Why You Need a
Honda
S90/CL90/C90/CD
90/CT90 Repair
Manual (1977
Onwards)
A dedicated repair manual is
far more than just a
collection of diagrams; it's
your essential guide to
understanding the intricate
workings of your motorcycle.
These manuals, specifically
tailored for models from
1977 onwards, account for
any subtle design changes or
updates introduced during
that period. Without one,
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tackling even minor repairs
can become a frustrating and
potentially damaging
exercise. The benefits are
substantial:

Preventative
Maintenance: The
manual outlines a
comprehensive
preventative
maintenance schedule.
This allows you to stay
ahead of potential
problems, performing
regular checks and
servicing to keep your
engine running
smoothly and extend
its lifespan. Regular oil
changes, spark plug
replacements, and
carburetor cleaning are
just a few examples
highlighted in a
comprehensive
manual.

Troubleshooting and
Repair: When
problems do arise (and
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they inevitably will with
any older machine),
the manual provides
detailed
troubleshooting guides
and step-by-step repair
procedures. It helps
you diagnose issues
accurately, saving you
time, money, and
potential further
damage. Identifying
the source of a strange
noise, a performance
drop, or electrical fault
becomes significantly
easier with the precise
diagrams and
explanations provided.

Component
Identification and
Sourcing: Finding
specific parts for older
motorcycles can be
challenging. The repair
manual usually
includes detailed
diagrams and part
numbers, simplifying
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the process of ordering
replacement parts or
sourcing them from
specialist suppliers.
This is especially useful
for less common parts.
Finding a specific
carburetor jet, for
instance, is much
easier with the correct
part number readily
available.

Understanding Your
Motorcycle: Beyond
repairs, the manual
enhances your
understanding of your
Honda's mechanical
systems. It explains
the function of various
components, improving
your overall
mechanical knowledge
and building your
confidence in
maintaining your
motorcycle. This
deeper understanding
makes you a more
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informed and capable
owner.

Using Your
Honda
S90/CL90/C90/CD
90/CT90 Repair
Manual
Effectively
A well-structured Honda
S90, CL90, C90, CD90,
CT90 full service repair
manual is designed for easy
navigation. However,
maximizing its effectiveness
involves a strategic
approach:

Familiarize Yourself
with the Manual's
Structure: Spend
some time initially
reviewing the table of
contents, index, and
any introductory
sections.
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Understanding the
manual’s organization
will save you valuable
time when searching
for specific information.

Consult the Manual
Before Starting Any
Work: Avoid
improvising repairs.
Always consult the
manual for the correct
procedures and torque
specifications before
starting any
maintenance or repair
task. Improper
tightening can lead to
stripped bolts or
damaged components.

Utilize Diagrams and
Illustrations: The
manual will feature
numerous diagrams
and illustrations. These
are crucial in
visualizing the location
of parts and
understanding the
steps involved in a
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repair. Don't rely solely
on text; refer to the
visual guides regularly.

Gather Necessary
Tools and Parts:
Before commencing
work, ensure you have
all the necessary tools
and replacement parts
specified in the
manual. Having
everything prepared
beforehand makes the
process much
smoother and reduces
interruptions.

Choosing the
Right Honda
S90/CL90/C90/CD
90/CT90 Repair
Manual
While many sources offer
repair manuals, it's crucial to
select a reputable and
accurate one. Look for
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manuals that specifically
cover your model year (1977
onwards) and offer detailed
illustrations, clear
instructions, and accurate
parts diagrams. Avoid
generic manuals that may
not accurately reflect the
specifics of your particular
model. Consider checking
online reviews and seeking
recommendations from
experienced owners of
similar Honda motorcycles.
The investment in a quality
manual will save you money
and frustration in the long
run. The quality of the
information in the manual
directly affects the outcome
of your maintenance and
repair efforts; choose
carefully.

Maintaining Your
Classic Honda:
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Beyond the
Manual
While a repair manual is
invaluable, effective
motorcycle maintenance
extends beyond simply
following its instructions.
Regular cleaning, lubrication
of moving parts, and safe
riding practices also
contribute significantly to
your Honda's longevity and
reliability. Regularly inspect
your motorcycle for any signs
of wear and tear, and don't
hesitate to seek professional
help when needed.
Remember, preventative
maintenance is always
cheaper and less disruptive
than emergency repairs. The
lifespan of your classic
Honda is significantly
extended with both
preventative and corrective
maintenance guided by your
repair manual.
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FAQ: Honda
S90/CL90/C90/CD
90/CT90 Repair
Manuals
Q1: Where can I find a
Honda
S90/CL90/C90/CD90/CT90
repair manual?

A1: Repair manuals are
available from various
sources, including online
retailers like Amazon, eBay,
and specialized motorcycle
parts suppliers. You can also
find them through classic
motorcycle clubs and forums
dedicated to Honda
motorcycles. Ensure the
manual specifically covers
your model year (1977
onwards) for accuracy.

Q2: Are digital manuals as
good as physical ones?

A2: Both digital and physical
manuals have advantages.
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Digital manuals are
convenient for searching and
referencing, while physical
copies are more durable and
easily accessible without
relying on technology.
Consider your personal
preferences and access to
technology when deciding
which format suits you best.

Q3: What if my manual
doesn't cover a specific
problem?

A3: Online forums and
communities dedicated to
classic Honda motorcycles
can be excellent resources.
Experienced owners can
often offer advice and
solutions for uncommon
issues.

Q4: How often should I
perform routine
maintenance?

A4: Your Honda
S90/CL90/C90/CD90/CT90
repair manual will provide a
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recommended maintenance
schedule. Adhering to this
schedule is essential for
preventing major problems.
The schedule often includes
tasks like oil changes, air
filter cleaning, and spark
plug replacement.

Q5: Can I perform all the
repairs myself?

A5: Many repairs are
manageable for DIY
enthusiasts, but some tasks
might require specialized
tools or expertise. If you're
unsure about a particular
repair, it's always best to
seek professional assistance
to avoid causing more
damage.

Q6: What are the common
problems encountered in
these models?

A6: Common issues can
include carburetor problems
(particularly jetting and float
levels), electrical system
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faults (wiring issues and
ignition problems), and
issues with the clutch or
transmission. Your repair
manual will provide detailed
information on
troubleshooting these and
other problems.

Q7: How do I find the
correct part numbers for
my Honda?

A7: Your repair manual will
list part numbers for all the
components of your
motorcycle. These numbers
are crucial when ordering
replacement parts from a
supplier. You should be able
to use the part number to
locate replacement parts
efficiently.

Q8: Are there any specific
tools I need for
maintaining a Honda
S90/CL90/C90/CD90/CT90?

A8: A basic set of tools is
usually sufficient, but some
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specialized tools might be
needed for certain repairs.
Your repair manual will
specify the necessary tools
for each procedure. Investing
in a good quality set of
metric sockets, wrenches,
and screwdrivers is
recommended.

Diving Deep into
the Honda
S90/CL90/C90/CD
90/CT90 Full
Service Repair
Manual (1977
Onwards)
For enthusiasts of classic
Honda motorcycles, the
years 1977 and beyond
represent a golden age of
sturdy engineering. The
Honda S90, CL90, C90, CD90,
and CT90 models, all sharing
a analogous architecture ,
became iconic for their
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resilience and user-
friendliness. But even the
most resilient machines
require regular maintenance,
and that's where a
comprehensive repair
handbook becomes essential
. This article will explore the
specifics of a full service
repair manual for these
models, focusing on editions
covering 1977 and later.

The chief function of a
dedicated repair manual is to
equip the user with the
expertise necessary to
perform a wide range of
maintenance tasks. This
extends beyond simple
procedures like oil
replacements and filter
replacement . A
comprehensive manual will
provide comprehensive
instructions on involved
procedures, such as :

Engine Rebuild : This
could include
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disassembling the
engine, inspecting
pieces, renewing worn
or damaged parts, and
reassembling the
engine properly . The
manual will direct you
through each step,
providing accurate
illustrations and
specifications .

Carburetor
Calibration: Proper
carburetion is essential
for optimal operation.
The manual will
describe how to adjust
the carburetor for ideal
fuel-air proportion,
leading in improved
consumption and
output.

Circuitry
Troubleshooting :
The manual will assist
you in identifying
electrical problems ,
such as faulty lights ,
failures with the starter
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, or cable faults .

Clutch Adjustment :
The transmission is a
vital part of the
motorcycle's
powertrain . The
manual will offer step-
by-step instructions on
how to overhaul this
system .

Suspension Repair :
Proper suspension
maintenance is crucial
for well-being. The
manual will guide you
through procedures for
checking brake shoe
damage, adjusting
suspension , and
substituting worn
components .

Beyond the engineering
aspects , a good repair
manual should also
incorporate:

Exploded diagrams :
These visual aids are
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essential for grasping
the assembly of pieces
and pinpointing
specific parts .

Torque
specifications :
Correct fastening is
crucial for preventing
damage to bolts . The
manual will give the
correct tightening
torques for each
fastener .

Wiring diagrams :
These illustrations are
crucial for following
electrical circuits and
identifying electrical
problems .

Parts catalogs :
These lists help find
replacement parts .

Using a Honda
S90/CL90/C90/CD90/CT90 full
service repair manual is
beyond adhering to
instructions. It’s about
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fostering a better
appreciation of your
motorcycle, encouraging a
sense of connection , and
enabling you to maintain
your pride and joy efficiently
. With a little patience and
the right resources, you can
keep your classic Honda on
the trail for years to come.

Frequently Asked
Questions (FAQ):

1. Q: Where can I find a
Honda
S90/CL90/C90/CD90/CT90
repair manual?

A: You can locate them
virtually through online
retailers like Etsy, or through
specialist motorcycle parts
suppliers . Check for copies
of original manuals or
digitally scanned versions .

2. Q: Are there different
manuals for different
years?
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A: Yes, there may be
distinctions between
manuals for different years
due to slight modifications in
particular parts . Always
verify the year range of the
manual before purchasing.

3. Q: Do I need any special
tools to use the manual?

A: While some tasks may
require specialized tools ,
many routine maintenance
tasks can be accomplished
with standard hand tools .
The manual will generally
specify the instruments
required for each procedure.

4. Q: Is it difficult to use
the manual?

A: The level of challenge
rests on your mechanical
aptitude and the complexity
of the repair. However, most
manuals are written with
easy-to-follow steps and
useful diagrams to simplify
the procedure as simple as
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possible.
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