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Raising goats can be a rewarding experience, but it requires careful planning
and management. This comprehensive guide, part of our Goat Knowledge series
(number 7!), delves into the crucial aspects of goat housing, bedding, fencing,
exercise yards, and pasture management. Understanding these elements is vital
for ensuring the health, well-being, and productivity of your herd. We will cover
key topics like appropriate goat housing structures, effective bedding choices for
optimal hygiene, durable and safe fencing options, designing enriching exercise
yards, and implementing sustainable pasture rotation strategies.

Goat Housing: Shelter from the Elements
Providing adequate shelter is paramount to your goats' health and comfort. The
design of your goat housing will depend on your climate and the size of your
herd. Consider these factors when planning your goat barn or shelter:

Climate: In harsh winters, goats need protection from cold winds, snow,
and ice. In hot summers, they need shade and ventilation to prevent heat
stress. A well-ventilated barn with insulated walls is ideal for a wide range
of climates.
Size: Allow ample space for each goat. Overcrowding leads to stress,
disease transmission, and poor hygiene. A general guideline is to provide at
least 20 square feet per goat in the shelter itself.
Design: The barn should be easy to clean and disinfect. Consider using
durable materials resistant to weathering and chewing, such as concrete,
wood treated with non-toxic preservatives, or metal.

Choosing the Right Goat Housing Materials: Durable, weather-resistant
materials are essential. This includes considering the impact of your choice on
the goats' health; treated lumber should be specifically designed for animal
housing to minimize toxin risks.

Bedding for Your Goats: Cleanliness and Comfort
Proper bedding is crucial for maintaining hygiene and preventing injuries.
Several options exist, each with pros and cons:

Straw: A common and relatively inexpensive choice, straw provides good
insulation and absorbency. However, it can be dusty and prone to mold if
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not managed properly.
Wood shavings: Provide excellent absorbency and are less dusty than
straw. Choose shavings from untreated softwoods like pine or fir, as
hardwoods can be splintery.
Shredded paper: A more sustainable option, especially if sourced from
recycled paper. It's absorbent and relatively dust-free.

Bedding Management: Regular cleaning is key to preventing disease. Remove
soiled bedding daily and completely replace it every few weeks, depending on the
size of your herd and bedding type. Regular cleaning of the goat housing is a
critical element of responsible goat husbandry.

Fencing and Secure Containment: Keeping Goats
Where They Belong
Choosing the right fencing material is critical for keeping your goats safely
contained and preventing escapes while also protecting your property. Consider
the following:

Height: Goats are excellent jumpers, so fences need to be at least 5 feet
tall, and ideally taller, especially if you have energetic breeds.
Material: Wire mesh fencing is a popular choice because it is relatively
inexpensive and durable. However, ensure the wire gauge is sufficiently
strong to prevent goats from bending or breaking through. Electric netting
can be a very effective additional barrier, especially for goats prone to
escaping.
Construction: Proper installation is crucial to prevent escapes. Bury the
bottom of the fence several inches deep to discourage digging. Reinforce
corner posts and gate areas for added strength.

Fencing Considerations: For goat fencing, strength and height are paramount,
preventing escape and protecting the animals from predators. Regular
inspections are crucial to ensure the integrity of your fences and identify any
weak points or damage before they compromise containment.

Exercise Yards and Pasture Management:
Providing Enrichment and Nutrition
Goats require space to exercise and graze. Well-managed pastures and exercise
yards promote both physical and mental well-being.

Exercise Yards: These provide a safe area for goats to exercise, especially
during inclement weather or when pastures are being rotated. Enrichment
features like branches to browse on, rocks to climb, or toys can prevent
boredom and promote natural behaviours.
Pasture Rotation: Rotating your goats among different paddocks prevents
overgrazing and promotes pasture health. This also helps to minimize
parasite buildup and maintain a diverse and nutritious grazing area for
your goats. Consider using a system of paddocks to allow for a consistent
rotation.

Sustainable Pasture Management: Pasture management is key to ensuring
your goats have access to sufficient and nutritious forage while preserving the
long-term health of your land. Overgrazing can deplete soil nutrients and lead to
erosion.
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Conclusion: Responsible Goat Husbandry
Through Integrated Management
Successfully raising goats involves a holistic approach encompassing housing,
bedding, fencing, exercise yards, and pasture management. Each element plays a
crucial role in the overall health, well-being, and productivity of your herd. By
carefully considering these factors and implementing effective strategies, you
can create a safe, enriching, and sustainable environment for your goats to
thrive.

FAQ: Addressing Common Goat Keeping
Questions
Q1: What is the best type of wood for building a goat shelter?

A1: Pressure-treated lumber is often used, but ensure it's specifically treated for
animal contact to minimize the risk of toxic chemical exposure. Untreated
hardwoods are also durable but can be more expensive.

Q2: How often should I clean my goat's bedding?

A2: Remove soiled bedding daily and completely replace it every 2-3 weeks,
adjusting based on the size of your herd and bedding type. More frequent
cleaning may be needed in hot, humid weather.

Q3: What is the best height for goat fencing?

A3: Goats are agile climbers, so fences should be at least 5 feet tall, and even
higher (6-7 feet) is recommended, especially for active breeds.

Q4: How much space do goats need per animal in a pasture?

A4: The required pasture area varies considerably with the climate, available
forage, and the number of animals. However, a general guideline is to allow at
least 1/4 to 1/2 acre per goat.

Q5: How do I prevent parasites in my goats' pasture?

A5: Pasture rotation is key. This helps reduce parasite buildup and keeps your
goats on fresh, less contaminated grazing areas. Regular fecal exams and
appropriate deworming strategies are also necessary.

Q6: What are some enrichment ideas for my goat exercise yard?

A6: Provide branches for browsing, large rocks for climbing, tires to play in, or
even simple goat toys. Consider the natural behaviors of goats and provide
opportunities to satisfy their instinctual needs.

Q7: What are the signs of heat stress in goats?

A7: Signs of heat stress include heavy panting, excessive salivation, weakness,
and lethargy. Provide adequate shade, ventilation, and access to cool water if you
suspect heat stress.

Q8: How can I prevent my goats from escaping?

A8: Use strong, high fencing; bury the bottom of the fence to deter digging;
reinforce corners and gates; regularly inspect the fence for damage or weakness;
consider using electric netting as an additional barrier.
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Goat Housing, Bedding, Fencing, Exercise Yards,
and Pasture Management: A Comprehensive
Guide (Goat Knowledge 7)
Raising these charming ruminants can be a rewarding experience, but it
demands careful planning and diligent attention to their needs . This guide
delves into the vital aspects of goat farming , focusing on providing ideal
housing, bedding, fencing, exercise areas, and pasture management strategies.
Understanding these elements is paramount to the health, prosperity , and yield
of your herd .

Housing Your Goats:

Appropriate shelter is essential to protecting your goats from the weather . A
properly constructed structure should offer protection from precipitation , wind ,
heat , and dangers. Consider the area of your group when establishing the
appropriate size of your goat shelter. Ample space allows for comfortable
movement and minimizes stress and competition for resources. Suitable
ventilation is crucial to prevent humidity buildup and the spread of illness . The
structure should be durable and maintainable . Materials like wood, metal, or a
combination of both are commonly used.

Bedding for Your Goats:

Choosing the right bedding is key to maintaining a hygienic and comfortable
environment for your goats. The bedding should be dry to remove moisture and
prevent the buildup of odor. Many options exist, including straw, hay, wood
shavings, and shredded paper. Straw is comparatively inexpensive and easily
available, but it can be dusty and may not be as dry as other materials. Wood
shavings are highly absorbent but can sometimes be pricey. Regardless of your
choice, consistent cleaning is critical to prevent the buildup of waste and
maintain good hygiene.

Fencing for Your Goats:

Goat fencing needs to be sturdy and escape-proof to contain your goats within
their designated area. Goats are known for their intelligence and their talent to
find gaps in fencing. Materials like woven wire, electric fencing, and sturdy
wooden posts are commonly used. Electric fencing is particularly effective, as
goats quickly learn to shun the zap. The elevation of the fence is essential; it
should be sufficient to prevent goats from leaping over it. Regular inspection and
maintenance are essential to ensure the fence remains sound.

Exercise Yards and Pasture Management:

Providing your goats with adequate space to move around is vital for their bodily
and mental health. Exercise yards supplement pasture access, mainly during
inclement weather . Pasture planning is essential for maintaining the vigor of
your pastures and minimizing overgrazing. Divide your pasture into smaller
sections and rotate your goats among them, enabling each paddock to heal
before being grazed again. This helps maintain the vegetation, prevent soil
erosion , and lessen the risk of parasite accumulation. Adding with hay is often
necessary, mainly during periods of poor pasture growth .

Conclusion:

Successful goat management relies on knowing the relationship between shelter
, bedding, fencing, exercise space, and pasture management. By providing a safe
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, cozy , and enriching environment, you can ensure the health, welfare, and
productivity of your goats. Remember, consistent monitoring and proactive
maintenance are key to the success of your goat-keeping endeavor.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

Q1: What type of wood is best for building a goat shelter?

A1: Pressure-treated lumber is typically recommended for its longevity and
resistance to rot . However, ensure it's a type that's harmless for goats.

Q2: How often should I clean my goat’s bedding?

A2: Regularly spot-cleaning is recommended , with a complete bedding
replacement at least once a week, or more frequently if needed.

Q3: What is the best way to prevent goats from escaping?

A3: Combine different fencing methods – such as woven wire and electric
fencing – for maximum effectiveness. Regular inspections and repairs are crucial.
Consider burying the bottom of the fence to prevent digging.

Q4: How much space do goats need per animal?

A4: The minimum space requirement is influenced by several factors, including
the goat's type and maturity . Consult with your local expert for accurate
recommendations for your goats.
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